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In a military view, the, resistance, and conse-
guently the danger, has been comparitively trifling,
bat it would be the bighest injustice to estimate,
by the inadequate epportunities which haye pre-
sented themselves, what might have be'en.a_ch‘ig‘r,ed
if the occasion had called forth the full exeértiong
of the troops.  Of fatigue and hardship of weather,
fhey have laad,ccgnsi‘llerabl«: Irials, the roads being
indescrihatly ' rugigetl, \With’ frequent interruptions
‘both of mdinthin_afid, nforass, and every, di&c;i‘kj’r

that marching can possiblyadmit.” These, however, |

with the dispiriting addition of frequent rain, only

_served to display their urdour, which no obstacles,
mo discouragements could. subdge. . But t{h&t for.
which I hold myself principally indehted to the
-army which I have bad the honour and good
‘fortune'to command in .this undertaking is, their
orderly béhaviour, #and abstaining from all acts
of plunder, violence, and _irregularity, - They
Lave in consequence "been every where received
by the Chiefs and inhabitants with unfeigned
welcome, assisted with supplies and means of - car-
riage, and their eamps frequented by all classes of
the natives, with extraordinary freedom .and fami-
hiarity. Your Lordship will, readily perceive the
happy tendency of this kind of behaviour, in en-
couraging and propagating that confidence, on the
part -of the inhabitants of these provinces, in the
Justice and moderation of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment, and the protection of his arms, which served
to invite and. attach them to .the cause in which
‘they were engaged, and led, under, Providence, to.a
conquest, the attempting of which. has in former
instances proved so;‘fata'l‘,‘ s to leave terfific les-
sons of caution. and forbearance to_future in-
vaders ; an enterprize which, ‘1. have no hesitation
in‘saying, could not, with any common, prudence,
have - been ‘enteréd upon, except with the most
credible assurances of the concufripg wishes .of
the Chiefs and people, nor could "ever. have been
brought to a successful issge without thei¥ agqui-
escence and aid. ’ -

!
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. The army has . enjosed fp a very surprising de-
‘gree the blessing .ét‘_‘&,gash. . Our returns of sick
are much belpiw the’pumber which might be éx-.
pected In tlie”same force, stationed in any of the
.garrisaos of the colony. :

Tam now ocenpied in retyrning to their former
stations such parts of the troopsas will not be re-
quired to remain for the gaintenance of the British
goterament iéf thg intersbr. | | AP
.~ ¥ am not, ykt praparelf to prngnk,xoyou’r Lord-
ship any connected view of the complicated and
important considerations, of a political and civil
nature, which arise out of this great change: these
I shall therefore reserve for a separate dispatch,
and conchide the. pjejgpb{ﬂh soliciting your Lord-

_ship.to do me .the honour of presenting to His

Royal Highuoess the Prince Regent, the expression
of my humble congratulations in. being enabled, by
the speedy and happy, issue of a campaign, ending
with the uuparalleled good fortune of nof losing,a
single life, to tender for his Royal Highness’s ac-
ceptance, the duties of a new and industrious hardy
race of people, and the possession of,a-territory,
bountifully endowed with natural gifts, and re-
quiring only the blessings of a just g‘oygmmént, and
an equitable administration’ ,of jugtice, and the in-
dulgent care and countepance of a' humane and
gracious Prince. S
I consider the circumstances which have taken
place to be of so much national interest and im-
portari¢ce, as to warrant my entrusting them to the
careof,a confidential Staff Officer, - My son, Major
Brownrigg, Deputy Adjutant-Gengral to this apmy,
will therefore have the honour of delivering this
dispatch, ‘and as be has a perfect knowledge of all
the eccurrgnces of our’ short campaign, he is eu-
abled to aftord such information as your Lordship
may be pleased to require of him. '~

He will be charged ivith the ‘,p}ahnpr or;standard
ot Kandy, to bé laid, with'my inost respectful
daty, ‘at the feet of His Royal Highness the Prince
Regent, ’ I
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