
. 17031.
• **»*-' ••**',,*!

THURSDAY, JUNE

WAR DEPARTMENT.

1815,

'T^ISPATCHES, of which the following are
-*-̂  extracts, have been this day received by Earl
Bathurst from Field-Marshal His Grace the Duke
of Wellington, dated Cateau, 22d, andf'Joncourt,
25th instant.

Le Cateau, June 22, 1815.
WE have continued in march on the left of the

Sambre since I wrote to you. Marshal Bluchei
crossed that river on the 19th, in pursuit of the
enemy, and both armies entered the French terri-
tory yestetday ; the Prussians by Beaumont, and
the allied army, under my command, by Bavay.

The remains of the French army have retired
upon Laon. All accounts agree in stating, that it
is ia a very wretched state ; and that, in addition
to its losses in battle and in prisoners, it is losing
vast numbers of men by desertion.

The soldiers quit their regiments in parties, and
return to tkeir homes; those of the cavalry and
artillery selling their horses to the people of the
country.

The 3d corps, which in my dispatch of the 19th
1 informed your Lordship had been detached to
observe the Prussian army, remained in the neigh-
bourhood of Wavre till the 20th : it then made
good its retreat by Namur and Dinant. This corps
is the only one remaining entire.

I am not yet able to transmit your Lordship re-
tarns of the killed and wounded in the army in the
Jate actions.

It
you,
wounded, but his recdveV^ is*
hope will be early.

, .,Juoe 25, 1815.
FINDING that the garrison of Cambray was

not very strong, and that the place was not very
well supplied with what was wanting for ite
dafence, I sent Lieutenant-General Sir Charles
Colville there, on the day before yesterday, with
one brigade of the 4th division, and Sir C. Grant's
brigade of cavalry j and upon his report of the
strength of the place, I sent the whole division
yesterday morning.

I have now the satisfaction of reporting that Sir
Charles Colville took the town by Escalade yesterday
evening, with trifling loss, and troth the communica-
tions which he has since had with the Governor of
the citadel, I have every reason to hope that that
post will have been surrendered to a Governor sent
thereby the King of France, to take possession of
it, in the course of this day.

St Quentin has been abandoned by the enemy,
and is in possession of Marshal Prince Blucherj
and the castle of Guise surrendered last night.

All accounts concur in stating, that It is im-
possible for the enemy to collect an army to make
head against us.

It appears that the French corps which was op-
posed to the Prussians on the 18th instant, and
had been at Wavre, suffered considerably in its re-
treat, and lost some of its cannon.
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