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THURSDAY, JUNE 2&i 1815.
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Downing-Sirtet, June 2&, 3815.

MAJOR the HonmvraWie H. Percy
last night^vitifi a dispatch-from

shal the DuWof* WelNngtoYi, K. fr'to Earl Ba-
thurct, His Majeisty^s Principal Secretary of State
for the Waflf De^»rtttrctftf t>t" which the folknviag

' it a copy :

Mv Lo*o, Waterloo, June 39, 1815.
BUONAPARTE having collected the -1st, 2d,

.,3d, 4th, and 6th coi-ps of the French army and the
Imperial Guards, and nearly all the cavalry on the
Sambre, wnd between that river and the Meuse,
between the l(kk and:i4tb of the month, advanced
on die 15th and attacked the Prussian posts at
Thuin and Lbbc'z, on tie Sauibre, at,daylight in
the morning.

I <Hd no< teat of these events till tire evening of
the Jotli, and I immediately ordered the troops to
prepare to march ; and afterwards to inarch to their
kft, as soon as I had intelligence from.other quarters
to prove that the enemy's movement upon Char-
Itrdy was the teal attack.

'!H*e eiittoy <Sro\^e tfce Prussian posts from the
" Sarribrc oa th?tt day 5 fcnd General Zietcn,. who

eoawmfUided theedrps wiiich had been at Charleroy,
retired upon Fleurus; and ^Marshal Prince Bhicher
cxincentrated the Prussian army upou Soinhref,
holding the villages in front of his position of St.
Arfland and Ligny.

Tb« enemy continued his march along the rond
from Cbarleroy towards Bruxelles, and xm the same
evening, the 15th, attacked a brigade of the army
of the Netherlands, uflder the Prince itte Wehrrar,
posted at Frasne, and forced it bfcek to the farm-
house on tlifc same ax>ad, called Les Quatre Brau.

; the Prince qf Ora«ge inmierliately reinforced
this brigade with another of the same division, un-
der General PerponcUer^ anditvtlwrrnociaijUg, early
regained part of the ground wliich'had lb«e« lost,
so as to have the command of the 'coiiiniunieation
leading from Nivelles and BruxelleV, with Mad-
shal Bluchec's position. , » . k

In the iuean time I tad directed the wfeole army
to march upon Les Quatre l^ras, afnd Uie 5th division
under Lieutenant-General -Sir Thom.a?,Pic|toti, ar-
rived at about half past two in the <lay,*followed
by the corps of troons under the Duke of Bruns-
wick, and afterwards by the contingent of .Nassau.

At this tim& the «nei»y, c^jto^enced an attack
upon Prince BUicher with his whole force, ex-
cepting the 1st and 2d corps; and a corps of cavalry
under . General Kellevman, with which he attacked
our post at Les Quatre Bras.

The Prussian army maintained their position
with their usual gallantry and perseverau-ce, against
a great disparity of mnaibers, as the 4th corps of
their army, under General Bu'low, had not joined,
aud 1 was not able to assist them as I wished, as I
was Attacked my self, and the troops, the cavalry in
particular, wkkii had a long distance to Jiiai-ch,4iad
not arrived.

We maintained our position also, and completely-
defeated and repulsed all the enemy's attempts to
get possession of it. The esoemy repeatedly at-
tacked us With a large body of infantry arrd cavalry,
supported by a numerous and powerful artillery j
he made several charges with the cavalry upon our
infantry, but all were rep*l«ed in the steadiest
manner. Jn thrs affair His Royal Highness the
Prince t>f Orange, the Duke of Brunswick* «ud
Lieutenant- Central Sir Thomas Pictoo, and -Major-



[ 1214 ]
GenerRl Sir Jaraeg Kempt, and Sir Denis Pack,
\vhowere engaged from the commencement of the
enemy's attack, highly distinguished themselves, as
veil as Lieutenant-General Charles Baron Alteu,
Major-General Sir C, Halket, Lieutenant-General
Cooke, and Major-Generals Maitland and Byng, as
they successively arrived. The troops of the 5th
division and those of the Brunswick corps were
long and severely engaged, and conducted them-
selves with the citinosf gallantry. I must par-

.ticularly mention the 28tb, 42d, 79th, and 92d
regiments; and the battalion of Hanoverians/

Our loss was great/, as your Lordship will per-
ceive by the inclosed return/and J hare particu-
larly to regret'- his Serene Highness the -Duke of
Brunswick, who fell, fighting gallantly at the head
of his troops.

Although Marshal-Bhtcher had maint«tmed-his~posi~
tion at Sambref, he still found himself much weak-
ened by the severity of the con-test -in winch 'he
had been engaged, and as the fourth corps'had not
arrived, he determined to fall back, and concen-
trate his army tipon Wavre ;- ami fee -marched in
the night after the action was over.

This movement of the Marshal's rendered ne-
cessary a corresponding one on my part ; and I
retired from the farm of Quatre'Bras upon <!Je-
nappe, and thence upon Waterloo the next morn-
ing, the 17th, at ten o'clock.

The enemy made no effort to pursue Marshal
Bluchcr. On the contrary, ajiatrole which I sent
to Sambref in the morning, found all quiet, and the
enejuy's videttes fell back as the patrole, advanced.
Neither did he attempt to molest our march to the
rear, although made in the middle of the day, ex-
cepting hy following, with a large "body of cavalry,
brought from his right, the.cavalry under the Earl
of Uxbrulge.

Thjs gave Lord Uxbridge an opportunity of
•charging them with the ' 1st- Life Guards, upon
their debouche from the village of Ge&ippe, upon
which occasion his Lordship has declared himself
to be well satisfied with that regiment.

The" position which I - took up in fronl of
Waterloo, crossed tlie high roads from Charleroy
and NivcHe, and had its right thrown: b:-rck to a
ravine near Merke Braine, which was occupied;
and it» left extended to a height 'above the
hamlet Ter la Haye, which was likewise'occupied.
In front of the right centre and'-'near the Nivelle
road, we occupied the house anSF garden of Hou-
grm'moHt, which covered the return of th-at flank;
and in front of the left centre, we occupied the
farm of La-Haye Sainte. By our left'we com-
municated with Marshal Prince Bluchcr, at Wavre
through Ohaim; 'and the Marshal had promised
um that in case we should be attacked he would
support me' with one or wore' corps, as might be
necessary.

The enemy collected his''army, with -the excep-
tion of' the third corps, which had "been sent to
observe Marshal Blli'cher, ;on -a;ra»ge of-heights
in* our front/in the Bourse • of the night of-the
]7th' ;and yesterday morning : antf ' -a t , abottt ..ten
o'clock" lie commenced'-a 'furious gfkack upon < < > i i r
post aflloiigouniont.' 1 -fhrid'dcCttpied that post

3v*fli a de'tach/ueAt /rora General'Byng's brigade of
Guards, which \yas in position in its'rear j and tt

was for some tmie iindelrtbe command-of Lieute-
nant-Colonel Ivlacdpn&lp-'and afterwards of Colonel
Home ; and i-am'h^pp'y to add, that it was matn-

•tained throughout 'the"da^ with the utmost gallan-
try by thes'e'-bT4ye"trx}c»|);s,ihotwithstan(lifjg the re-
peated efforts of la*g$ifroch'es of the enemy to Ob-
tain possession of it. _ '"

This attack upon the right of our centre was ac-
companied by a very^heavy cannonadje" opo'itf 6m*
whole foe, which vfas destined to-support tire re-
peated attacks of cavalry arid fo|ahitj>y occasionally
mixed, but sonietiraes separate, nvhfeh *$&fc made
upon it. In one of these die enemy carried *•the
farm house of La Haye Sainife, as the detachment
of the light battalion'of llue. legion which occupied
it had expended all its ammunition, and the enemy
occupied the only communication there was with
them. • -"

The enemy rejpeatedly charged our infantry with
his cavalry,'but these attacks were uniformly un-
successful, and they afforded opportunities to our
cavalry to charge, in one of which Lord E. So-
merset's brigade- consisting of the life-guards, r«yal
horse guards, and 1st dragoon guards, highly dis-
tinguished themselves, as did that of Major-Gene-
ral Sir W. Ponsonby, having taken many prisoners,
and an eagle. ' ;-

These attacks were repeated till about seven in
the; evenin^y^svhen the enemy made a desperate
effort with the cavalry*and infantry, supported by
the fire of artillery, to force our left centre near the
farm of La Haye Sainte, w,hich after a severe
contest was defeated, and having pbserved that.-the
troops retired from this attack in gjreat confusion,
and that the march of General Bulow's corps by lius-
cheimont upon Hanchenorte and La Belle Altiance,
had begun to take effect, and ,as 1 could perceive the
fire of his cannon, and as Marshal Prince Blucher
had joined in person, with a corps of his army to
the left of our line by Ohaim, I determined to at-
tack tire enemy, and immediately advanced the whole
line of infantry,-supported by the cavalry and artil-
lery.—The attack succeeded in every point; the
./enemy was forced from his position on the heights,
and fled in the utmost confusion, leaving* behind
him, as far- as 1 coiildjudge^one hundred and fifty •
pieces of -cannon, with, their ammunition, which
fell into our hands. I >£bntinued the pursui t , till
long after dark,/ and'tFren discontinued it only on
account of the fatigue of our troops, 'who had
been engaged during twelve hours, and because I
found myself on the .same road with Marshal
Blucher, who assured me of his indention to follow
the enemy throughout the night j^he has sent.me
word this morning that he had taken /sixty pieces of
cannon belonging to the. Imperial guard, and se-
veral carriages, baggage, &c. belonging to Buona-
parte, in Geiiappe.

1 propose to move, this morning, upon Njvclles,
aiulmot to discoQtinue my operations.

Your Lordship will observe, that such a despe-
rate action co.'uld not be fought, and such advan-
tages could not be gained, withou-t great loss -} 'and
J.-ain sorry to.add, that ours -has been immense.
In Lieutenant-G.ei>eral Sir Thomas-Fieton, His Ma-
jesty -has sustained the loss o.f an.Officer who has
frequently distinguished himself in his service, and

llj gloriously leading his division to a charge



with bayone^ K^
attacks made by the enen^y/piji oiir -»po«it4o

'~ TfieJSari of '
cessfully got -through this a'rduous day,-«e<:ei»ed a
wound by almost»the last, shot fir$d,, which -vtiU-^Ij

-'ana, afraid deprive His Majesty -for SQIBC tirue>ef l>isj
services. • - • - • • • .
•* His' Royal- Highness the -Prince of Orange dis-

tinguished himself by his gallantry and -conduct till
lie fece^ye$-3~w«iy:td-frbm -a. -musket ball 1 through:
the sJbpulder,f^UiGh 'obliged l*im -to qult-the^field.- \

It gi,ves me, the, -greatest, .satisfaction to .-assure
your Lordship, that the army .never, upon any oc-
casion, conducted itself better. -The division of
guards', under Lieutenant-Gejaccal Cooke, who is

« • severely wounded ; Major-General MairJand and
Majqr-General Byng, set an example, which was
followed by- all; and there7 is no Officer, nor -de*
scription of troops, that-did not. behave- well.,

I must, however, - partica\arly irip«tion>. for His
Royal Highness' s approbation,, L/ieutanaat-iQeneval
Sir H. Clinton, Major- General Adam, Lieu^eaant-
General Charles Baron. Alten> -severely vyounded;
Major-Geneva! Sir Colin Halket, severely wounded ;
tJolonel Oinpteda, • Colonel Mitchell, -commanding
a brigade of the 4th division; Major-Generals Sir

. James Kempt and Sir Denis Pa'ck, Major- General
.Lambert, Major- General Lord-E- Sowej«et,,&tajovv
General Sir W. Ponsonby, Major-Geneial Sir C.

- -Grunt,- and Major-General Sir H. Vivian; Major-
General Sir O. Vandeleur ; Major- General Couni

~- Dornberg. I am also particularly indebted '-fy
General Lord Hill foi' /"his assistance and coaduot
upon this as upon- ;ai/£ormer. occasions. . '

Th.e ArtiUei-y- and '- Engineer departments wcrp
conducted much to my .satisfaction by. CokmeLSjjr
G. Wood and- Colonel Smyth ;..and I had every
reason to be satisfied with the conduct of .the

/3idjtrtant«General -Major-General Barnes, who w^s
wounded, and of the Quarter-Master-General,
Colonel Delancy, who was killed by a cannon
shut in the middle of -the action-. This officer is a
serious loss to His 'Majesty's service and to me at
this moment. 1 was likewise much indebted to the

•f assistance, of Lieutenant-Colonel Lord Fitaroy
^ . Somerset, \vho \yas-6eyerely wounded, and of the

officers composing my -.personal, staff, who -have
suffered severely in>this action. Lieutenant-Colo-
nel the Honourable Sir Alexander*, Gordon, fwho
his died of his wounds, vyas- a mast promising
officer, and js a serious foss to His Majesty's ser-
vice. . .-

General Kmsei ,of the Naesau service, likewise
conducted liiooelf o»uch to my satisfaction-, as did
General, Trip, cau^amUng -the -heavy, brigade of
cavalry, aixd .GetvenXfct Vanbopej coajmandine a bri-
gadem infancy- of tiie King.ot'.fhe Netherfends.

General Pozzo di Borgo, General Baron. Vin-'
ceuf," <^§ieral Mufflingi and General Alaxra, were in,
the field during the action, and rendered me every
assistance in their power. Baron "Vincent is
wemnded, but I hope not severely 5 and General
Pozzo di Borgo received a contusion, , t . o

J should not do justice to my feelings or to
Marshal IJlucher and the Prussiau ariny4 if I did not
attribute the successful result of this -arduous day,
to the cordicd and timely assistance I received from
iheru. '

Biyl-s ftauk;,
e ep-«-

and even if 1
to ipaake t^e

attack, w,hiclv- pfjoduc^d th«, final result, it .would
have fwced the «npi^y,$O;Ht;iL'e, if his attacks should
have., foiled, and v/duld-hftve prevented him.frop:
taking ady^nt;9ge_of'.them, if. the.y shpyjd unfpj;tu-
nately have sucpeejled.

;I;seud, , with., this, ydispajeh, two ?ag]les, t,aken%by
the troops in tfais actign^ .which jR;lajor,Per<:y.,will
have the honour pf:layj£g;at it^effeet of .His Ro3{al
Highness. - : - .. -_; _•- - • - ' •
- ,l,,b«g lea.fe-tp recppimend Ijinrto your Lorshi^.'s
protection. . . - • • - • -

.1 li *y« th e- b on0ur» , ̂ c.
; ' (Sigaed) " .WELLINGTON.

•P.-S. Since ^writing the above, I "have received
a report,' that Major-Geueral Sir "\Villvam Ponsou-
by is, killed^ arid, in announcing this intelligence to
your Lordshipj I.harve..itip.add the expression of my
grief,; for "the fate of an officer, who 'had already
rendered very 'brilliant and important .services, ¥hd
•was an -ornament to his profession.

2d P. S-. I nave next' yet got the returns, of killed
and wounded, but I inclose'a list of bfficers killed
and woimded on ^the. two days, as fer.as the same
can be.'made. out without the returns ;• ?inil I ant
very happy .to add, that. Colonel 'De Lancey is' not
dead, /and that -Strwig hpjpes. of his recovery are
entertained.

List of Officers killed and
Killed.*''

His Serene, Hjghness the Duke o
Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas P!ctonj G. C. B.
Major-General Sir W. Ponsonby, K. C..B. '
Colonel dutPlatr,King's Gjea-man Legion.
Colonel Omteda, King's German Legion,
Colonel Mxm-m, C9th Foot.
Colonel'Sir W. Bllis, 23d l^bot.
Lieutenant-Colonel Macara, .42d Foot.
Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron, 92d Foot.

tLieutenant-Colquel Siv Alexander Gordon.
Lieutenant-Colonel Canning;
,Lieutenant-C^)loBel Currie., of Lprd'Hill's StafFi
Major the Honourable F. lidward, 'lOthlfnWrs.
Major G.?Baia>T Royal -Artillery.
Major Ndruian Kamsay, iftoyal Artillery.
Majov Cairnes, B-pyal Artillery.
Major Chambers, 30th Fqot;
Brevet Major G,refton, 5th Division.
Brevet Major Rosewiel, 2cl J^ight J^egiment. -
Captain Boltpn,;Jloyal ArtilUiiy/
(Captain Crawford, ,Guajds,
Captain the Honourable n - • Curzron, Aide-de*'

Camp to His llo'yal Highness the Ptmce of
Orange.

Captain Chambers, Aide-de-Camp to General
Picton-., ! ;

Captain .Charles Eles, 95tkFootv
Papjtain Rpber.tson,- 73d. Foot,
Captain -Kenne*Iy, 73d FooL •• •
Captain Scha«ma»,-/2(| Light Batt. King's Gennam
-. Legion.' • . [ _ •
Captain Holycowan, lit Li^lit Batt. Kingis Germia

Legion.



Captain H. Marshal, 1st Light Batt. King's German
Legion,

Captain Gofeben, lit Light Bfttt. King's German
Legion; , • -•

Captain Gunning) 10th Hussafs.
Captain G>bve, 1st Guards.
Lieutenant C. Manners, Itoyal Artillery.
Lieutenant Lister, 95th Footi
EnsigVi L6rd Hay, AiuVde-Ca&p to Major-Ge-

neral Maitlands
Ensign Brown, let- Guards. -

, Wounded.
Genefal His Royal Highness the Prince Of Orange,

G.C.B. severely.
Lieutenant-General the £arl of Uxbfidge, G. C.B.

right leg amputated.
Lieutenant-General Sir Charles Alten, K. C. B.

severely* "' '
Major-General Cork, right arm amputated.
Major-General Sir E. Barnes, It. C.B,

Gener'al, severely. ' " •
lyizgor-General Sir jas; iCemptb K» C.B. slightly.
Major-Geueral Sir Colin Halket,.K.C.B. severely.
Major-General Adams, severely. \
liajor-Generai Sir William Dornberg, K. C. B. se-

i verely. - . . ^
Colonel Sir John Mey, K.C.B. slightly. ,
Colonel Harris, 73d F66t. ' -
Cdloiiel Oulntin, 10th HiilsarSj slightly'.'
Colonel Honourable Frederick PonSonby, sevefdy.
Colonel Sir William Deiancy, severely.
Lieutenant-ColonelJLord Fitzroy Somerset, right

arin afflputfttedtfe!'
Lieutenant-Colonel. Hay,, 16th .Light Dragoons,

• severely. • • - -. .,
Jjjeutenant-Colonel Vigoureaii, 30th Foot.
X<ieutenant-Cdlbnel Aberorotflby, A. Q. M. G.

slightly.
Lieutenant-Colonel Hamilton, 3dth Foot.
Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron, 95th Foot, severely.
Lieutenant-Colonel Wyndhani, 1st Foot Guards,

severely.
LJeutenartt-'Colbriel Bowatef, 3d Foot Guards,

slightly. . . . - . - '
Lieutenant-Colonel MaeDoaell, Col'dstfealn Guafds,

slightly; ' ^
Lieutenant-Colonel J)a&hwood, 3d Guafiis,, se-

verely. , ;
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Robert Hill, Royal Horse

' Guards (Blue) severely. '
Lieutcnant-ColorYei Norcott, &5th, sevCl'cly..
Lieutenant-Colonel.Hill, Severely.
Lieutenant-Colonel Schreider, i9th Line Battalion.
Lieutenant-Cbldhel Arfair, 1st Guards> severely.
Lieutenant-Cdlonel Miller, Ut.Guards,.dangerously.
LieutenSnt-Cplonel Sir G. H. Berkeley,, A. A, G.
Maor Maclean, 73d.Foot. , ,. \

Major Beckwith,195tli F0ot, severely. ,
Major Jessop^ A. Q. M. Gi
Major Buseh, Isf-LSght Bat't^lion^. King's Ger.ma»n

Legion, right arm amputated.
Major Pai'kinsou, 73d ^06't, severely.
Major Parker, Royal HorSc Artillery, leg amputated.
Major Robert Ball, Royal Artillery, severely.
Major Hamilton, Aide*de-Carap to Bfejor-GCQeral

Sir E. Barnes. i ^ , .
Major Lindsay, 69th foot, dangerously*,
Major Watson> C9th Foot, severely.
Brevet Major Einetti, dangerously.
Major WiikinSi, ftoth FQbt, severely.
Major Miller, 9oth F^)0t, severely.
Captain Smith, 95th Foot> severely.
Captain Tyler, Aide-de-Camp to Sir Thomas Picton,

slightly.
Captain Dance, 23d Light Dragofias.
Captain Johnston, 95th Fodt.
Captain Caaaers, 95th Foot.
Captain Darney, Roydl Artillery, severely.
Captain Napier, Royal Artillery, severely.
Captain A. M'Donald, Royal Artillery^ severely.'
Captain Webber, Royal Artillery, severely.
Captain Dnfliai'esqiie, Aide-de-C&mp to Gencj-al

Sir J. Byng, severely.
Captaitf Whynhates, Roy&l Artillery, severely.
Captain Barnes, Brevet Major, Royal Artillery,

severely.
Captain the Honourable —— Efsfcine, D. A, A, G.

left arm amputated.
Captain A. Daugton, Aide-dc-Camp to Lieutenant-

General Picton, severely.
Lieutenant Foster, Royal Artillery, severely.
Lieutenant Crome, Royal Artillery, severely.
Lieutenant Robe> Royal Artillery, severely.
Lieutenant Smith, Royal Artillery, severely.
Lieutenant Strange-ay, Royal Artillery, severely»
Lieutenant Hofaiey, Royal Artillery, arm am-

putated. . . '
Lieutenant Blobmfield, Royal Artilleiy, slightly^
Lieutenant Brierton, Royal ArtiUely, severely.
Lieutenant Forbes, Royal Artilleryj severely.
Lieutenant D. Crawford, slightly. •
Lieutenant Haveilbck, Aide-de-Camp to

nant-Geiieral Sir Charles Alton. ,
LieOtenant Pringle, Royal Engineers, slightly.
Lieutenant Hamilton, 46th Foot, slightly.
Lieutenant Heise^ 1st Light Battalion.
Litutenawt Gardiner, 95th, severely.
Lieutenant Johnstbne, 95th, severely..
Lieutenant Moltry, 95th, severely.
Liewtenant Simraons^Ooth, severely.
Lieutenant J. Gardiner, 95tb, severely*,
Lieutenant Fitzcaaurice, 95th severely..
Lieutenant Shenley, 95th, severely.
Lieutenant WjigUt, yotb, severely.
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