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JANUARY.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4, 1815.
Whitehall, January 2, 1815.
HEREAS his Royal Highness the Prince
W
Regent, acting in the name and on the behalf of His Majesty, Sovereign of the Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath, is desirous of
commemorating the auspicious termination of the
lo«g atvd arduous contests in which this empire has
been engaged, and of marking in an especial manner his gracious sense of the valour, perseverance,
and devotion, manifested by the Officers of His
Majesty's Forces by Sea and Land :—And whereas his Royal Highness has thought it fit, by virtue
of the Royal Prerogative, and of the powers reserved to the Sovereign in the statutes of the said
Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath, to
advance the splendour and extend the limits of the
said Order, to the end that those Officers who
have had the opportunities of signalizing themselves by eminent services during the late war, may
share in the honours of the said Order, and that
their names may be delivered down to remote posterity, accompanied by the marks of distinction
v\liicli they have so nobly earned.
The Prince Kegent, therefore, acting; in the name
and on the beha'f of His Majesty, hath been graciously pleased to ordain as follows :
1st. The Most Honourable Military Order of the
Bath shall from this time forward be composed of
Three Classes, differing in their ranks and degrees
of dignity.
2d. The First Class of the said Order shall consist of Knights Grand Crosses', which designation
shall be substituted henceforward for that of Knights
Companions ; and from the date hereof the present
Knights Companions and Extra Knights of the said
Order shall, in all acts, proceedings, ami pleadings,
be stylet! Knights Grand Crosses of the Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath.
3d. The number of the Knights Grand Crosses
.shall not, at any time, or upon any account whatever, exceed seventy-two ; -whereof .there may be
a number not exceeding twelve so nominated and
appointed, in consideration of eminent services
rendered to the State by British subjects^ iu civil
and diplomatic employments.

4th. The said Knights Grand Crosses shall b«
subject to the same Itules and Ordinances, and
have, hold, and enjoy, all and singular the rights,
privileges, immunities, and advantages, Tfhich the
Knights Companions of the said Order have hitherto held and enjoyed, by virtue of the statutes,
excepting as far as may be altered or affected by
the present decree.
5th. It shall be lawful for all tlie present Knights
Grand Crosses, from and after the date Hereof, t»
wear, upon the left side of their upper Yestwent,
the Star or Ensign of the said Order, although
such Knight Grand Cross may "not have beea installed j and henceforward the said Star or Ensign
shall be worn by each and every Knight Grand
Cross, immediately after his being so nominated
and appointed, provided that it shaft not be lawful
for any Knight Grand Cross to wear the collar of
the said Order, until he shall have been formally
installed, according to the statutes, or unless a
dispensation has been granted for the non-ob-servance of the cftremonial qi installation.
6th. In order to distinguish more partieuiarrjf'
those Officers of his Majesty*s Forces, try sea and1
land, ,itf>on whom the First Class of the said Order
hath already been, or may hereafter be, conferred
in consideration of especial military services, such
Officers shall henceforth bear upon the Ensign or
Star, and likewise upon the Badge of the Order,
the addition of a wreath of laurel eneiccling the
motto, and issuing from an escroi inscribed " Ich
Dien."
This distinction being of a military nature, it is
not to be borne by the Knights of the First Class,
upon whom the Order shall have been, or may
hereafter he, conferred for civil services.
7tl». The dignity of a Knight Grand Cross of
the Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath,
shall henceforth upon no accmmt b* conferred upon
any Officer in His Majesty's *er*ic«, vrho shaH not
have attained the rank of Major-General in the
Army, or Rear-Admiral in the Navy, except a*
to the Twelve Knights Grand Crosses, who may
be nominated and appointed for civil services.
8th. His Royal Highness the Prmee Regent,
acting in the name aad on the behalf of His MIA*

