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of the enemy's fleet, consisting of a ship, brig,
schooner, and one sloop, moored in line, abreast of
their encampment, with a division of five gun-
boats on. asch fank; at forty minutes past seven,
after the officers commanding vessels and the flo-
tilla had received their final ipstructions as to.the
plan of aetack, we made sail in. arder of hatile,
Captain Downie had determined on.laying his ship
athwart-hause of the encmy’s, directing Licutenant
M<Ghee, of the Chubb, to support me in the
Lipuet, in engaging the hrig to the right, and
Yieutenant Hicks, of the Kinch, with the flotilta
of gun-boats, to attack the schooner and sleop on
the left of the enemy’s Line.

At eight the enemy’s gun-boats and smaller ves-
sels commenced a heavy and galling fire on. our
{ine ; at ten minutes after cight, the.Confiance hav-
iog two anchors shot-away from her latboard bow,
and the wind baflling, was obliged to.anchor (though
not in, the sityation proposed) within two cables
length of her adversary; the Linnet and Chubb
sopn afteywards teok their allotted. stations,, sonie-
thing short of that distance, when the crews on
both sides cheered;, and commenced a spirited and
close agtion 3 a, short time,, however, deprived, me
of the valnable services of Lieutenant M<Gheg,,
who, from having his eables, bowsprit, and main
bpome shot away, drifted within the. enemy's line
and. wag obliged to.sarrender., ) ‘

From the light airs and smoothness of the water,
the fire on each side proved very destructive from
the commencement of the engagement, and with
‘the exception of the brig, that of the enemy ap-
peared united against the Confiance, After two
hours severe conflict with our opponent, she cat
ship and. schoonen whicli enabled us to direct our
fire against the division of the-enemy’s. gun-boats,
and ship, which had so _long anneyed us during our
close: engagement with the brig, without any. re-
turn.qn; our part; at this.time the fire of the ene-
my;'s ship slackened.considerably, having several of
her guus dismounted, when she cut ber cable and

wipded her. lartioard broadsicle to bear on the Can- |

fiance, who, in vain, endeavpured to -effect the
same gperation ;. at thirty-three:ninates. after ten,
1. was: mueh distregsed to observe the Confiance had
stinck her colonrse 'The whole. attention. of- the
enemy)s. force, then: became directed  tawards. the
"~ Linnet; the shattered. and, disabled state of. the
masts, sails,, vigging; and. yavds;, precluded the
most-distant- hope of being ahle. to. ellect an escape
by cutting the cable,. the result of. doing-so, must
in-a few minutes have been, her drifting: alongside
the eaemy’s vessels; close under our leg;: but- in

the . lope. that. the flotila of gun-boats. who had.

abandoned the ohject-assigned them, would per-
cejve our wants.and come te .our assistancey which

would afford a reasonable prospect-of - being:towed:

clear, I determined te resist the, then destructive
capnonading. of - the whole of the enemy's-fleet, and

five minuates after ten, I was. apprized of the irve-

parable.doss she had sustained. by the. death, of her:

braye .commander, (whose merits, it wonld be. pre-

‘swppiion i we, to, extol) ag; well: as ;- the great

slaughter which Jad taken place on Loard, and ob,
serving from the manceuvres of the flotilla, that I
could. enjoy no further expectation of relief, the
situation of my gallaut comrades who had so nohly
fought, and even now fast falling by my side, de-
manded the surreader ‘of His Majesty’s brig entrust.
cd to. my command, to’ prevent i useless waste o

valuable lives, and, at the request of the surviving
officers and men, 1 gave the painful orders for the
colours to be struck. . .

Licutenant Hicks of the Finch had the mortifi-
cation to strike on a reef of rocks, to the castward
of Crab Island, about the middle of the eagage-
ment, which preveuted his readering that assist-
ance to the squadron, that might, from an officer
of such ability, haye been expected.

The misfortunce which this day befel us.by caps
ture, will, Sir, T trust, apologize for the lengthy
detail, whieh in justice te the sufferers, 1 have
deeroed necessary ta give of the particulars which
led to it ; and when it is taken iuto comsideration
that the Confiarce  was sixteen days before on the
stocks, with an unorganized crew, composed of
several drafts of 1ren who had recently anived from
different ships at Quebec, many of whom only joined
the day before, and were totally unknown either
to the officers or to each other, with the want of
gun-locks, as well as other necessary appointments
not to be procured in. this country, 1 trust yeu
will feel satistied.of the decided advantage the enemy
possessed, exclusive of their great superiority in
point of. force, a comparative statement ¥ of which
I have the-lionour to annex. Tt now becomes the
most. pleasing part of niy present duty to notice to
you.the determined-skill and bravery of the officers
and men in this. unequal. contest; but it grieves me
to state, that. the loss sustained in maintaining it
has been so.great ;. that of the enemy, I understand,,
amounts to something more than the same number,

The fiue style in which Captan Dobwnic cou
ducted the, squadron into action, amidst a tremen-
dous fire, without. returning a shot, until” secured,
veflects the greatest credit to his memory,. for his
judgment aod coolness, as also on  Lieutenaots
M<Ghee and Hicks for so strictly attending to bis
exawple and instructions ; their own accounts- of
the capture of their respective vessels, as well as
that' of Lieutenant Robertson, who succeeded to
the command of-the Confiance; will, 1 feel ussured,
do ample justice to the merits of the officers and

men serving under thieir immediate -command ; but

I'cannot- omit noticing tbte-individual condnct of
Lieutenants- Robertson,. Cieswick, and Hornby,
and Mr. Bryden, master, for their particular exers
tion .in éndeavouring to bring: the Conflance!s. star-
board side to bear on the enwemy, after-most of: their
guns weredismonnted ‘on the other, :

It is impassible-for-mer to - express to you my. ade
miration of the officers. and crew serving under my
persondl orders ;| their coolness and steadiness, the
effect of which was proved by their-irresistible fire

t , . directed towards the brig opposed.to: us, claims
at the.same time. dispatched Lieutenant- H. Drew: : E 9P > v
to ascertain the state ofithe Confiance. -Ad forty-.

wy warmest acknowledgments; but: move particn-
larly for preserving the same, so long after the

avhele. strength - of the enemy had  been directed

against the Linnct-alone. My First' Lieatenant,

" # Pl account of the British force has pot beer transpitted,:
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