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COLONIAL DEPARTMENT.
Downing-Street, October 9, 1814,

Th/EAIOR ADDISON arsived yesterday with a
_dispatch from Liewtenant-Geneml Sir J. C.
Sherbrooke,. K. B. addressed toEasl Batharst, one

of His Majesty’s Principal Qecretaries of State, of

whieh the: fallowing: is a copy.

Castine, at the entrance of the Pe-
My Lorp, nobscot, Sept. 18, 1814,

T HAVE now the honour to inform your Lord-
sbip, that after closing my dispatch on the 26th
ultimo, in which [ mentioned my intentions of pro-
ceeding to the Penobscot, Rear-Admiral Griffiths
and myself, lost no time in sailing from Halifax,
with such a naval force as he deemed necessary,
‘and the troops as per margin*, to accomplish the
.ebject we had in view.

Very early in the morning of the 30th, we fell
in with the.Rifleman sloop of war, when Captain
Pearse informed us, that the United States frigate
the Adams, had got into the Penobscot, but from
the apprehension of being attacked by our cruizers,
if she remained at the entrance of the river, she had
run up as bigh as Hamden, where she had landed
her guns, and mounted them on shore for her pro-
tection,

On leaving Halifax it was my original intention
to have taken possession of Machias, on our way
hither, but an receiving this intelligence the Ad-
miral and myself were of opinion that no time

‘should be lost in praceeding to our destination, and

we arrived bere. very early on the morning of the
Ist instant,

* First company roya] artillery, two rifle companies of
the 7tb battalien 60th. regiment, 29th, 624, and 98th regi-
ments,

The fort of Castine, which is situated upon a pe-
ninsula of the eastenn side of the Penobscot, near
the entrance of that river, was summoned a little
after sun-rise, but the American officer refused to
sarrender it, and immediately opened a fire from
four twenty-four. pounders upowr a small schooner
that had been seut with Lieutenant-Colonel Nicolls
(commanding Royal Engineers) to reconnoitre the
work. .

Arrangements were immediately made for dis-
embarking the troops, but before a landing coubd
be effected the enemy blew up his magazine and
escaped up the Majetaquadous River, carrying off
in the boats with them two field pieces.

As we had na means of ascertaining what force
the Americans had om this peninsula, J landed a
detachment of royal artillery, with two. rifie compa-
nies of the GOth and 98th regiments, under Colonel
Douglas, in the rear of it, with orders te secure
the isthmus and tg take possession of the heights
which command the town, but I svon learned that
there were no regulars at Castine, except the party
which had blowno up the magazine and escaped, and
that the militia, which were assembled there, had
dispersed immediately on owr landing.

Rear-Admiral Griffith and myself next tarned
our attention te obtaiaing possession of the Adams,
or if that could not be done, to destroying her
The arrangement for this service having been made,
the Rear-Admiral entrusted the exeecution of it to
Captain Barrie, Royal Navy, and as the co-opera-
tion of a land force was nccessary, 1 directed
Lieutenant-Colonel John, with a detachment of
artillery, the flank companies of the 29th, 624,
and 98th regiments, and one rifie company of the
60th, to accompany and eo-operate with Captain
Barrie on this occasion : but as Hamden is twenty-

seven liles above Castine it appeared to me a v




