" hohoun to; ehclosé:tp youn Loxdship, a-duplicate.of

* corps: of Generals Winzingerodeznd Bulowrat. Sois-

- pf General GmmtﬁLadg@ron;‘,.wglznﬁthg;qrd@_rg; ptﬁ}.

Ruinb. 16870.

PR

] T
s

‘ Tart PR 5« AN VN w0 st on i F I8
| X7 ﬁ/ s o L i I - Y TS
C (TRAORDINARY
. g
EXTRAO | RY.
P T e ey e tias

A e I ) RS LEERREN JERE I VIT TTVORFE

. Publihed by Anthovity,

ey THYLr AL L D%y

RIDAY, MARCH 18, 1514

-v.> ‘.' .‘ - P . .:‘»: v‘.it v
he f‘ﬁﬁjDMi_@-ShM;erch} 1814+ -

. 11" received at.- ehib Office, ad-

digssed to. Farl Bathurst by, Colongl Eawe, .

Head-Qidrters of the Combined Hrmy under Field-
. Marshal Blicker, Laon, March 11, 1814.
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AS some-delay attends my: commupication, at the-
present moment with Licutenant-General the Ho- |
nourable: §ir Glarles Stewart, TI-do: myself: tire

s : PT TR 4 Aw Ai%n.r'%ﬁl s .";-\: -y
R TR A St

my:report: to him; of the. events: thut have taken.
phroa- in.this vioihity withinsThestt three. days., It
may] be: necessaty;’at. the same, thug to. give youn
Lardship the following outline of: the mavements:
that preceded.tbiom; in the event of. my: former. re--
ports not having been yet. recefved. . o

Thearmy. of. Silesia:effeoted its jwction with the |

somns-on the evening.of. the:3d instent.; and.on the
following day Field-Mayshal Bliicher, (fo-wbom the:
cormunand of ‘the whole had beenentrusted, ) took upa:
position; on’an extensiveplateay, to.the left.and in.
the rear. ofitlfo town of:Soissons, with his right olose:
to thervillage of: Laffaux, and bis left near Craene,,
Buenaparte, with.the whole of: his-guards,. with.
the: omyis of Marshals Marmeut ant Mogtier,. and: |
witly a-.oonsiderable-body: of! cavalry; had:follawed |,

the ayrmy of: Silesia: fn; itd. warcly. from.the:Marne |,

tothe:Aisne. - Omthesdith: he repolyed om, am: at--|,
teurpt: to: reggin: petsessionl. of. the. tewn.of. Sois-, |,
soys ;. tenithoustaid, Ruesign: infhasky, of thecasps.|

Gidneral' Rudzewich; defended itY. Tl tdiywhich
Kes, on the oppesite. side. of; the. Aisne. to. ,tbatt\on:j

IR A

Which the arm¥; we ifi positibug. it strfodnddd b g
Plnﬁ'eg..}ygll @ ditgh, gassabiem mEny pm.:w‘ .

The epémy-attacked sdon:afier day light,. geineds
possession of the greater pare.of the’ spbiubs;. wads
Fvgioq attackedy the tewn’ itself” gr -opposite sidéss
w;t,h-heavy;polmgns,gduppomdaﬂrésbpﬁamz(ﬁviﬁonh
of Marmont and! Motier.  He was.both. thfies re- -
pulsed with_ slanghter audeloss ; but still Fekaineds

.| possession- of the greatem part: of the'subuishs,. .-

roofed:the hoyses, and kefpt up' 4. qbstany finesfromes
them upon, the. troofis- ori-the. walls. ¢f fre-ttm,.
until night pat: an-endtothe contestt ‘The Réssidn.
infantry, _equally maintained thomselwesiin:anotirg-
part. of the. subwhs.and & feswbeuses:only divhilingt
the combntants during. the pightc. The Rysvlans
lost.more thenia.thousand.ien lilled:artd-wohndie,..
The loss: off the:enemsn must have beers gueaters. a5
hig.troops were move exposed.,, =0 -t -

" Ty the. morning:of the-6th,. the enemy, H¥d géven.
up-the: pontest,. and vetired:: Whilsp this wa, -
ingin. the.town. of - Soissons, Baenayite ﬁm‘
was.aseerthined. to bc-‘movihg;to-bissﬁghtg. sl im
the:forenoen: of:- the Gili, hd.eﬂfeofe&nt‘ﬁe; fiasSagw ot
his arisy-across . the Aisne at Bery-lef Baey. and. at:

abiout. two -0’clock in the afternotn commeneed. ar.
attack on the Jeft of the positien: octupied by: the:
Field-Marshal’s' army near Craone.. Strongg. -

lugs were.observed 'to be marching. af thet senae-
time towards Laon, by the-way-oft Goebeny:. Fibi.
Muarshal Bliclier inunediately wadd the. toﬂbwﬁg_
dispesitions.:. he directed a- cyrpsof. teth shonssmds
cavalry, under. the m‘dem;of‘,Gemgl;ZWinZiiigero“f.

to-march by the way of. G&evriguy'-kndsﬂﬁéslﬁ ands
t'h‘x_'pw-_jtselfinvthe ling of. the enemy s’ OrmpIDicas-

fioy,. across the.road from Corbehy; toduion, Ge...
netal Bulow, with twenty, thotisand. pvépy. qudg#(

rected to marcl: and oevapy-Laoni Ile:cofpsofi:
Geuerals. D: Yprck, Kleist, and 'Sacken averearderedy



to incline towards the infantry of Géneral WinZin-
.gerode, which sustained the extremity of the posi-,
tion near the villages of St. Martin and Cracge.
The enemy approached, "utidersgover of the wood
“of Corbeny, and sent forward large bodies ofskir-
wishers, supported by artillery, but was repulsed,
and the firing ceased with the night. AR
*~ On the morning of the 7th, it was ascertained
““that the encmy had desisted from his march upon
. Laon ; in‘otbler respects liis position was notclearly
discéyeéred,! Tai'be: prepared for whatever migh't
‘occur, Fiefd-Wlarshal Bliicler directed the corps of
' General I"Yorck “and, Kleist to move across the
‘River Delette, in the direction of Iresle and
Leuailly, to sustain the. "mo%ement of the cavalry
_under General Wizinkerode;-and together with
the corps of General Bulow, make an attack on the
‘enemy’s right, should he push forward agaiust the
point occupied by the infantry of General Winzin-
gerode, near Craone, General Basou Saeien was

-ordered to the support oftthq Iatter; and to attempt

to turn the enemy’s left,” should he make his attack
orttheother side. -~ ¥f pushed b o superior foree,’
he was directed to fall back on the road towards
Laon, and draw in the garrison of Soissons. * 77
At eleven o’clock in the forenoon, the enemy be-
‘gan the attack with his whele force, calculated at
“more than sixty shousand men, against the point
where General Winzingerode's infantry was posted.
Ficld Marshak-Blicher imniediately rode to the spot’
where. the.cavalty was supposed to be formed, to
direct’ the .operations.in that quarter; but unex-
pected difliculties had opposed the march of the ca-
valry duriag the night, and it was found to have
advanced no. further than Presle: The infantry of
General Kleist, which had marched in the morning,
réached Feticcia, but the advanced guard of the ca«
valry alomie had come ap, and it ‘became impossible:
_te undertake, with effect, the movement which the
‘ieldMarshal had projected against theenémy’s right.
—In the mean time, the corps posted near Craone
was exposed to a most severe and powerful attack,
,General Count Strogonoff commanded in General
. Winzingerode’s absence. Genergl Count Woron-
zoff had the infantry, The cannonading was most-
tremendous; but the enemy was resisted in eve?r
point with u spirit and detcrmination -beyond all
praise. 'The pressure however was so great, that
General Bavon Sacken, to whom the support and
direction of “the whole had been entrusted, finally
found it necessary to execute that part of the dispo-
sition which had previded or the retreat of the
troops engaged towards Laon, Ttwas executed with
admivable order. - Though fourteen picces of artil-
lery had been dismouited by the enemy’s fire, niot
a single gun or carriage was left behind.  The pri-,
saners taken were not wmore than fifty or sixty, The
killed and wounded arc stated at about two thou-
sand. Generdl Count Strogoneft had his som, a
 Lieutenant-General, killed eatly in -the action.
Three other Russian Generals were wounded.
General Count Woronzoft bad five officers’ of his
persondl staff- killed or wonnded.  The enemy had
four generals wounded—Vigtor, Grouchy, La Sulle,
and Charpentras. Iis loss from the fire of. the-
“most admirably sérved artillery must have been very
great. The. troops effected their junchion dwing

R

rest of the army, and the operations that have since
ensued. form th&’subjéét‘q_ﬂfﬁe amexed report.

For forty-twoidays past this army, which appears
to have been peculiarly thé; gbject of the enemy’s
disquietude and attacksy- has been constantly
marching ‘or fighting,. for exclusive of the general
actions, only two days litive elapsed, in which the
advance or rear of it has not been seriously engaged.
Buonaparte is now in retreat before it, but, g::x‘
to' take yp a fresh positjon, or to proceed inzsorhe
‘other direction Where his preserice’may be'’ found
wanting, is not yét ascertained. . Scarcely 'any in-
formation has been received here of the movements-
 of the grand allied. army, since he quitted the ob-
“Servation of it,* AT -

‘" -~ = T have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) H. LOWE, Colonel,

)
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Head-Quartersof the Combined Armies, under Field-
Marshal Bliicher, :Laqn,;{lfnrch 10, 1814, Eight.

4 M, ' S

PUONAPARTE, with his whole force, attacked

v e oy

{'Fleld-Marshal Bliicher, yesterday in his position at.

this place, and was repulsed with the loss of forty-
five pieces of cannon, with tumbrills, baggage, and
prisoners, the numbers of which have not as yet
been ascertained, as the left’ wing of the Field-
Marshal’s army is stillin pursuit: ©* .~
The city ' of Laon is situated on an "élevated
platean, with deep shelving banks, which commangd
an extensive plain around; the town covers thé-
greater part of the plateau; the rémainder is
crowned by an old castle, and by several windmills,
built on bigh terrace-walls, General Bulow’s army
occupied this position ; the remainder 6f the Field-
Marshal’s ariny was posted on thé plain below, to
the right and left of the town, fronting towards
Soissons, and the cavalry was in resérve in. the
rear, o o
Before daylight in the morning the’enemy ‘made
his attack, and under cover of a thick fog, which
concealed all his movements, obtained possession -
of the villages of Semilly and Ardon, close under
the town, and which may be regardedas its suburbs.
The ‘musketry reached the walls* of the town, and -
continued without intermission until about eleven
o'clock, when the fog began to disperse. B
At this time: the enemy was ohserved to be in
force behind the villages -of Semilly and Leuilly,
with columns of infantry and cavalry on the Chaus-
see towards Soissons, “Hé occupied at the same
time; in- force, the village of Ardon.” The enemy
was instantly repelléd from Semilly, apd Field-Mar-
shal Bliicher, the-moment he could observe any
thing of the ¢nemy's position, ordered the cavalry
from the vear to advance, and turn-his left flank,
General Count Woronzoft, who was on the right of
the Field-Marshal’s position, advanced at the'same
time- with his infantry, pushed forward two battali-
ous of yagers, which’ drove in the enemy’s posts,
sustained a charge of cavalry, and maintained them-
sclves in an attitude to keep the left of the enemy
in eheck untilthe cavalry could advance. ‘
The Field-Marshal, at the same time, directed

the night, and on the following morning, with the

against the village of Ardon, from which the epemy,

Lo cp
.',)

the advance of & part of General Bulow's corps .
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afler sustaining a fire for about half an hour, was
compelled to retreat.

Whilst the cavalry was taking a circuit round
{from the rear, and at about. two o'clock in the
afternoen,. the enemy was observed to be advanc-
ing a column of sixteen battalions of infantry, with
cavalry end artillery, along the chaussée from
Rheims. General D’Yorck was directed to oppose
him, and General Baron Sacken ordered to Gene-
ral D'Yorck’s support.

It was bere tae battle became most general and
decisive.  The enemy opened a formidable battery
-of at least forty or fifty picces of artillery, aund ad-
vanced with & confidence from which he must have
arrogated to himself every success. He formed a
column of attack, and was moving forward with
a pas de charge to the village of Althies, when
Prince William of Prussia, who was advancing to
the village at the same time, met him half way and
overthrew him.

He then began his retreat which soon became a
flight. Eight pieces of artillery, "with horses and
every thing belonging to them, were iinmediately
taken, ahd successively twenty two pieces more.

He was pursued as far as Corbeny, losing
baggage, prisoners, &c, by the way, the details of
all which have not yet arrived, as the pursuit has
tontinued during the whole of the night, and as it
8 still going on.

On the right, no particular advantages were
gained beyond the expulsion of the enemy from the
villagas he had gained possession of in the morn-
ing. General Count Woronzoff, towards the close
of the day, again attacked with the greatest vigour,
but he had large masses opposed to him, and the
ground presented difficulties against the active co-
eperation of his cavalry.

The promptitude with which General Count |

Woronzoft conducted his advance in the morning,
and the bravery aud determination with which his
troops attacked, were the admiration of every one,

The losses on either side it is as yet impossible
to ascertain, but I have myself seen some hundred
prisoners brought in here already.

P. 8. Ten 4. M.—The prisoners say that Buona-
parte is still in front of Laon, and resolved on
pursuing his attack this day.

The cannonading and musketry is alrgady violeut
in the direction of Semilly and Leuilly, :

I have the honour to be, &e¢. .
(Signed) H. LOWE, Colonel.

P.S. Laon, Ten A. M, March 11, 1814n—-The
attack continued during the whole of yesterday.
The plain, below the city of Laon, is interspersed
with villages aud small woods, which became the
scene of very warm amd obstinate contests. A
wood near the village of Clacy, on the right of the
position, was taken and retaken four or five differa
ent times, and refnained finally in possession of the
allied troops. The infantry of General Winzin-
gerade’s corps, under the command of General Count
Woronzoff, were the troops engaged there: in the
centre and left of the position the enemy maintained
himself; and at about half an hour before sunset,
he threw forward a body of skirmishers, supported
by two battalions of infantry (the rest of his army
remaining in reserve), and attacked the village of
Semiilly close under the walls of the town; but a
battalion of Prussfans, of Genecral Bulow’s corps,
threw itself in the road, and, supported by the fire
of the troops on each fBank, compelled him to retire
in disorder-and with loss.

4 ‘This was the last operation attempted during the
av. -

yI‘he fires of bis bivouack were apparent along a
very extended line at the beginning of the night;
but in the morning it was observed e had retired,
and the cavalry of the advanced guard are at this
moment in pursuit of him towards Chavignon, on
the road to Soisszons.

Thus, during two days of successive attacks, the
enemy has experienced nothing but defeat and dis-
comfiture, The efforts of all his force have been
broken against, and recoiled from the bulwark
which this fine position bas afforded.

The absence of the corps of D*Yorck, Kleist and
Sacken, which were in the morning pursuing the
remainder of the troops that bad advanced from
Rheims, and which could not be recalled in time,
prevented any active offensive operation being un-
dertaken yesterday. But success had crowned the
efforts of these corps in other respects, by the cap-
tave of between three and four thousand prisoners,
besides a great quantity of ammunition and bag-
gage, and forty-five pieees of cannon bave already
been brought in.

The intended future operations of this army have
not yet been promulgated, but I apprehend they
will be altogether of an oflensive nature,

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) H.LOWE, Colonel,

Printed by Roperr Georce Crarke, Cannon-Row, Parliament-Street.
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{ Price Sixpence, )
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