
?
>

FRIDAY, MARCH W,

copy, has
deseed. (a

n received at. this Office, ad-

J&acC-Qudrters'qf'the Com&necfjJrniy uhder
UliicKerj Laon, JUarch J'l'. JS14.

.
JfS some-delay attemU m>t;cpmmxipicatipnj^t:the

present moment with Lieutenant- General the Ho-
noarabla- Sir Gtiarks; Stewtu^,, I .dp; myself; tire
hohbun tb^.c&clos6itp ^#un Jt<oi^»hip, a-()u^licate.afc
mjf report- to1 bjr&j.ttf ^he.ej^ent^. that have taken
phicQ- jn \tEls vioifcit^ withiaiJSiesif ^h.r«&; d»y^^^^t
may; be1 necps«s^ at. tfce^sawei t^hiiffto; |pve ^y,qur
Lfetbhip tbe follofving ov£ii\&ok the movements'
thatprecededithliettj, in tbe:ev€nt of. my- fortneiM;.e--
ports not ha?iagbe#*i yetreodved,

Tbe'army-of' Silesia^efFeoted it&-jwictioii with the
corps:- of- "Generals W4i)y iugerodeand JBlilq\rf at- Soi»-
so«8-:on tli^et^nngvot'. the;3d'instefnt.; aiid-ou the
following day.Field-rMarshai Bliicb,er,,(t««whoni.th.G
command ofthe who}£ had be '̂ entrusted, Xtoofc up a-
positio'n, on'au.extetisive^plateau, to the left. and in;
the rear.of:tb»>ttovnot;Soissons, with his right dose1

to- thfe-village of; Laffaux,, and his left near Craone.,
Bupna^aitev, Avith,':the >yhole off bis^guard%. witlv-
ttt? oorjw v£ l^ai-siials MaThieut a*irt Mo.rderJ:,an.d:
\vitU a ,oOKsiderjJ*le-body,pf.
thfe-'aym/of. Silesia: fnt it?. .marohi.
to^the^isne. Qn-itliei^tb be- r«3»olyod oa^ an at
tempt

j •, te»!Jth'ous$4Kl\
General Gaiuit<"Jj-<i«ero«^i>»4ef'/b oid^rs of-

on . siiie. o/i

gained^
, j passabJein

jrfie. ep.i|nyv-.«ttticteed' s<Jon}8ft«r
possession of the..g.re"a(fcr p^i*,qf tlie"
twioo atta^edj tb« ;t«^nJ iis^'fftf ojipositr side*'
with . heavj^Jimnis , «sfap]JOs«d''tii««^i«l-ate: divisions*
of Marmont find! Aloitier'. . Jie vVaS'-bdtti' fftfies>rei-
pulsed with . slaughter j»n;d,«: lo«s ; b'ut stills Ydtained*
pqfisfessiqn-ofjtlie gfesctCft payfr ojf tbe'tftihuijb&j, TH!*-

i
^ , i » . ,

until 'njght put; an ..efid'tothe coi>te«tt
infantry ^equally- rti^hiitainQd tfe9nj
part of the- subnr^end & fon*<b«
the combataiitsr;. during. Qie pjghti' Tbfe
lo*t-njpr§ th»nia.thott»8B(j-^en hilled ' a
The, loss oft t t . one ipu*4 have beert gis»t«rs.

. . .
Jij the.morningiofctb&'6th,» the- enemy, tfgd

up. the; contest,, and retired; Wbiltff thi^Wb#
ingjm- the towq- of Soi&sons, Buonajjsitei blft*eif;
was.asceirthined to b&'moving.to-bjls'pight^, drfti'im
tbe-.ibFeiioon^of- tl»e Cth', btf effefl|e<frt&e;p2rt$ag#:6t?
his afiny across tbe Aisne at JJeay- le^ Bi»c>> and at
about two .o'clock in tbe afternoon ooHrtftenefed- art'
attack on tbe Jeft of the
Field- Mai-shaUs-' army near Craonfe
luoms were. observed to be mafchiftg. a -
time towards? Laon, by tbe-way-ofrG^bcny.'.
Marshal Bli^cber iminediateiy aarffr tie.

he. directed

.. .- - T- j ---- ;.™rjtf •wiii«i

. acroiss the- road frost Coil)chy; to Jjaoft,
neral Bulow> with twenty^ tbottsand^n%^.
reoted to march.- and pecopy-Iac»»i' Ulffe-
Geaeral.Di' ^ an4:Sa«ke&4re#&OFd

Ge-



[ 590 ]
,'to incline towards the infantry of General Winzin-
.gerode, which sustained th^C'extremity of the peti-
tion near the villages of St. Martin and- Craone
The enemy approached, "Itnder^ovci- of the wooc
•'of Corbeny, and sent forward large b.pdies of-skir-
mishers, supported by artillery, but was repulsed,
and the firing ceased with the' night.

On the morning of the 7th, it was ascertained
that the enemy had desisted from his march upon
Laon -} ink>thter respects his position was not clearly
discsdvelsed^, 1|bf*be. prepared for ^vhatever might
occur, iiFieJd-|f[ajshal Bfcicber,dire.ctcd the corps of

.'.General 0'Yorcfand. ICleist to move across the
'River Delette, in the jlirection of Presle and
Lenilly, to sustain the^movetocnt of the cavalry
under General Wirffcinferode/- and together with
the corps of General Bulow, make an attack on the
enemyjs £ight, should hejpush forward against.the
point occupied T5y the infantry of General Winzin-
gerode, near Craoue. Ge-netfal BUBOH Stolen was
•ordered to the support of«th£fetter; Aud to attempt
to turn the enemy's left, should he make his attack
onrtheiotiieT-stde.' ' f f pushed by a superiorforce,,
he was directed to fall back on the road towards
Laon, and draw in the garrison of Sbissons. • . ' ^

At eleven o'clock in the forenoon, the enemy be-
gan the attack with his whole force, calculated at

" more than sixty shousand men, against the point
where General Winzingerode'h infantry was posted.
KeMMaish«b>Blncher immediately rode to the spot
•where. the'Cayalvy was supposed'to be formed, to
direct the-operations in that quarter j but unex-
pected difficulties had opposed the inarch of the ca-
valry •dwiagjthe night, and it was found to have
advanced'no- further than -Presle; The infantry of
General Kleist, which had marched in the morning,
reached Feticeia; but the advanced guard of the ca^
valry alone hatl come up, arid it 'became impossible
to -undertake, with effect, the movement which the

, FjeldMarshal had projected against the enemy's right.
—rlh the mean time, the corps posted near Craone
was exposed to a most severe and powerful attack.

.General Count Strogonoff commanded in General

. Winzingerode's absence. General Count Woron-
zoff had the infantry. The cannonading was most
tremendous, but the enemy was resisted in every
point with a spirit and determination beyond all
praise. The -pressure however was so great, that
General Bai*on Sacken, to whom the support and
direction of the whole had been entrusted, finally
found it necessary to execute that part of the dispo-
sition which ha*' provided 5or the retreat of the
troops engaged towards Lao'n. It-was executed With
inimitable .order. Though fourteen pieces of artil-
lery'had been die-mounted by the enemy's'fire, not
a single gnn or carriage Was left behind. The pri-.
sQners taken were not more than fifty or sixty. The
killed and wounded arc stated at about two thou-
sand. General Count Strogonoft'had his son,, a
Lieutenant-General, killed early in -the action.
Thsree other Russian Generals were wounded.
General Count Woronzoft" had five officers of his
personal staff- killed or wounded. The enemy had
four generals wounded—Viqt'or, Grouchy, La Salle,
and Charpentras. His loss from the fire of- the

' most admirably served artillery must have been very
great. The- troops effected their junction during
zhc night, and on the following morning, with the.

rest of .the army, and the operations that have since
ensued form thftsubject'pfj'he annexe^ report.

For forty-t\vo;day3 past this army, which appears
to have been peculiarly tiierobject of the enemy's
disquietude and attacksy-\haa been constantly
marching or fighting,.,. Jfor .exclusive of the general
actions', only two days ntive elapsed, in which the
advance or rear of it has not been seriously engaged.
Buonaparte is now in retreat before itj.bj^£uhetkef
to take yp a fresh position, or. to proceed ht^some
other direction where b'is presence*1 nuty be found
wanting, is npt ye$ .ascertained... Scarcely 'any in-
formation has been received here" of theTmoveiuents-

ypf the^ grand allied, army, .since he quitted the ob-
'$erva(ion of it.' ' . " T. ' '..
'-'•-*•• I Lave the honour to be^ &c.

(Signed) H. LO\VTE, Colonel,

Head-Quarters-of-the Combined Armies, under Field*
' Marshal Sliich^ Laon,.Mnrch K), 1814, Eight.

A.M.' '• '' ' ' " ''" • - . . - .
SIR; • • -

BUONAPARTE, with his whole force, attacked
Field-Marshal BJiicher, yesterday in his position at
this place, and was repulsed with the loss of forty-
five pieces of cannon, with tumbrills, baggage, and
prisoners, the numbers of which have not as yet
been ascertained, as the left'wing of the Field-
Marshal's army is still in pursuit: ' . . ~~

The city' of La'on is situated on an elevated
plateau, with deep shelving banks, which, .command,
an extensive plain around) the town f covers thts
greater part of the plateau•; the remainder is
crowned by an old castle, and by several windmills,
built on high terrace-walls. General Bulow's army.'
occupied this position ; the remainder Of the Field-
Marshal's army was posted on the' plain 'below, to
the; right and left of the town, fronting towards
Soissons, and the cavalry was in reserve in... the
rear. ; •' . , .

Before daylight in the morning the'enemy ;nlade
liis attack, and under cover of a thick fog, which
concealed all his movements, obtained possession '
of the villages of Semilly and Ardon, close under
the town, and which maybe regardedas its suburbs.
The :musketry reached the walls of the town, and
continued without intermission until about eleven,
o'clock, when the fog began to disperse.

At this time the enemy was observed to be in
Force behind the villages of Semilly and Leuilly,
with columns of infantry and cavalry on the Chaus-
see towards Soissons. ':He occupied at the same
time; in force, the village of Ardon. The enemy
ivas instantly repelle'd from Semilly,.and Field-Mar-
shal Bliicher, the moment he could obser-ve any
thing of the Enemy's position, ordered the cavalry
rotn the rear to advance, and turn his left flank,
jreneral Count Woronzoff, who was on the right of «

the Field-Marshal's position, advanced at the'same
time with his infantry, pushed forward tvro battali-
ons of yagers, which drove in the enemy's posts,
sustained a charge of cavalry, and maintained them-
selves in an attitude to keep the left of the enemy
n check until the cavalry could advance.

The Field-Marshal, at the same time, directed
the advance of a- part of General Bulow's corps .
against the village of Ardon, from which the enemy,



[ 591 J
after sustaining a fire f«r about half an hour, wai
compelled to retreat.

Whilst the cavalry was taking a circuit rOum
-from the rear, and at about two o'clock in th
•afternoon,. the enemy was observed to be advanc-
ing a column of sixteen battalions of infantry, with
cavalry and artillery7, along the chausse'e from
Rheims. General D'Yorck was directed to oppose
him, and General Baron Sacken ordered to Gene-
ral D'Yorck's support.

It was here the battle became most general am
decisive. The enemy opened a formidable battery
•of at least forty or fifty pieces of artillery, and ad-
vanced with a confidence from which he must have
arrogated to himself every success. He formed a
column of attack, and was moving forward with
a pas de charge to the village of Altbies, when
Prince William of Prussia, .who was advancing to
the village at the same time, met him half way and
overthrew him.

He then began his retreat which soon became a
flight. Eight pieces of artillery, with horses and
every thing belonging to them, were immediately
taken, and successively twenty two pieces more.

He was pursued as far as Corbeny, losing
baggage, prisoners, &c. by the way, the details of
all which have not yet arrived, as the pursuit has
feontinued during the whole of the night, and as it
is still going on.

On the right, no particular advantages were
gained beyond the expulsion of the enemy from the
villages he had gained possession of in the morn-
ing. General Count Woronzoff, towards the close
ef the day, again attacked with the greatest vigour,
but he had large masses opposed to him, and the
ground presented difficulties against the active co-
operation of his cavalry.

The promptitude with which General Count
Woronzoff conducted bis advance in the morning,
and the bravery and determination with which his
troops attacked, were the admiration of every one.

The losses on either side it is as yet impossible
to ascertain, but.I have myself seen some hundred
prisoners brought in here already.

P. S. Ten A. M.—The prisoners say that Buona-
parte is still in front of Laon, and resolved on
pursuing his attack this day.

The cannonading and musketry is already violent
in the direction of Semilly and Leuilly.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) H. LOWE, Colonel. I

P.S. Laon, Ten A, M. March 11, 1814|r-The
attack continued during the whole of yesterday.
The plain, below the city of Laon, is interspersed
with villages aud small woods, which became the
scene of very warm and obstinate contests. A
wood near the village of Clacy, on the right of the
position, was taken and retaken four or five differ-
ent times, and remained finally in possession of the
allied troops. The infantry of General Winzin-
gerodc's corps, under the command of General Count
Woronzoff, were the troops engaged there: in the
centre and left of the position the enemy maintained
himself j and at about half an hour before sunset,
he threw forward a body of skirmishers, supported
by two battalions of infantry (the rest of his army
remaining in reserve), and attacked the village of
Semilly close under the walls of the town j but a
battalion of Prussians, of General Billow's corps,
threw itself in the road, and, supported by the fire
of the troops on each flank, compelled him to retire
in disorder and with loss.

This was the last operation attempted during the
day.

The fires of bis bivouack were apparent along a
very extended line at the beginning of the night j
but in the morning it was observed he had retired,
and the cavalry of the advanced guard are at this
moment in pursuit of him towards Chavignon, on.
the road to Soissons.

Thus, during two days of successive attacks, the
enemyjias experienced nothing but defeat and dis-
comfiture. The efforts of all his force have been
broken against, and recoiled from the bulwark
which this fine position has afforded.

The absence of the corps of D'Yorck, Kleist and
Sacken, which were in the morning pursuing the
remainder of the troops that bad advanced from
Rheims, and which could notte recalled in time,
prevented any active offensive operation being un-
dertaken yesterday. But success had crowned the
efforts of these corps in other respects, by the cap-
tare of between three and four thousand prisoners,
besides a great quantity of ammunition and bag.
;age, and forty-five pieces of cannon have already
ieen brought in.

The intended future operations of this army have
not yet been promulgated, bat I apprehend they
will be altogether of an offensive nature.

I have the honour to be, &c,

(Signed) H.LOWE, Colonel,
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