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MONDAY, MARCH 14, 1814.

WAR DEPARTMENT.

Downing- Street, March 14, 1814.

DISPATCHES, of which the following are
copies, were received last night from General

Sir Thomas Graham, K. B.

Head- Quarters, Calmliout,
MY LORD, March 10, 1814.

Jf becomes my painfal task to report to your
Lordship, that an attack on Bergen-op-Zoom,
which seemed at 'first to promise complete success,
ended in failure, and occasioned a severe loss to
the 1st division, and to Brigadier- General Gore's
brigade.

It is unnecessary for me to state the reasons
which determined me to make the attempt to carry
such a place by storm, since the success of two of
the columns, in establishing themselves on the
ramparts, with very trifling loss, must justify the
having incurred the risk for the attainment of so
important an object, as the capture of such a for-
tress. -

The troops employed weve formed in four co-
lumns, as per margin*. No. J, the left column,
attacked between the Antwerp and Water Port
Gates. No. 2 attacked to the right of the New
Gate. No. 3 was destined only to draw attention
by a false attack near the Steenbergcn Gate, and
to be afterwards applicable according to circum-
stances. No. 4, right column, attacked at the en-
trance of the harbour, ^hich could be forded at
low water, and the hour was fixed accordingly at
half past ten P. M. of the 8th instant.

Major-General Cooke accompanied the left co-
lumn. Major- General Skerrett and Brigadier-Ge-
neral Gore both accompanied the right column ;
this was the first which forced its way into the
body of tbe place. These two columns were di-
rected to move along the rampart so as to form a
junction as soon as possible, and then to proceed

Guards, IQQf^Colontl ]>*<iProby.
2d Column — SStli Foot, 250 ; 69th Foot, 850 ; 83d Foot,

600 — Total, 120ft,- tte»teiiant-CoI«ttel Morrtee, «!Hb Foot.
3d Column — 91st Foot, 4,00 ; 2ls]t Foot, 100; 37t}i . Foot,

150 — Total, 650 ; Lieutenant-Colonel Henry, 21st "Regi-
ment.

4th Column — 44th Foot, 300 ; flank companies of the 21st
and 87th Foot, 20O<; Royals, 600— Tola!, 1100; Briga-
dier-General Gore and Lieutenant-Colonel Carlcton.
Total force — 1st column, 1000 rank and file; 2d column,

1200 rank and file; 3d column, 650 rank and file ; 4th
column, 1100 rank and file. — Grand tolal, 3950.

to clear the rampart and assist the centre column,
or to force open the Antwerp Gate.

An unexpected difficulty about passing the ditch
on the ice, having obliged Major-General Cooke
to change the point of attack, a considerable delay
ensued, and that column did not gain the rampart
till half past eleven.

Meanwhile the lamented fall of Brigadier-Ge-
neral Gore, and Lieutenant-Colonel the Honou-
rable George Carleton, and the dangerous wound of
Major-General Skerrett, depriving the right column
of their able direction, it fell into disorder and
suffered great loss in killed, wounded and prisoners.
The centre column having been forced back witk
considerable loss by the heavy .fire of the place1

(Lieutenant-Colonel Morrice its commander, and
Lieutenant-Colonel Elphinstone commanding the
33d regiment, -being both wounded), was re-
formed under Major Muttlebury, marched round and
joined Major-General Cooke, leaving the,le
of the 55th, to remove the wouqded "fj
glacis. However, the guards tod had suffered
severely during the night, by the galling fire fvom,
the houses on their position, and by the loss ,q£'
the detachment of the 1st guards, which, haying;
been sent to endeavour to assist Lieutenant-Colpqel
Carleton, and to secure the Antwerp Gate, was cut
off, after the most gallant resistance, which cost the
lives of many most valuable officers.

At day break the enemy having turned the guns
of tbe place, opened their fire against the troops
on the unprotected rampart, aud tbc reserve of the
4th column (the Royal Scotch) retired from th*
Water Port Gate, followed by the 33d. The
former regiment getting under a cross fire from the
place and Water Port redoubt, soon afterwards
laid down "their arms.

Major-General Cooke then despairing of success,
directed the retreat ot the guards, which Avas coo-
ducted in the most orderly manner, protected .by
the remains of the 69th regiment, and of the right
wing of the 55th (which corps repeatedly drove the
enemy back with the bayonet) under the JVIajor-
General's immediate direction. The General after-
wards found it impossible to vmWmw these vresflt
battalions, and having thus, with the genuine feel-
ings of a true soldier, devoted himself, he surrendered,
to save the lives of the gallant men remaining with
him.

I should wish to do justice to the great exertions
and conspicuous gallantry of all these officers who


