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; OPIES of ihiree letfers réceived at ¢his oifice,
' from Rear-Adukttat PDatham, Commander-in-

fChief of His Majesty's ships and vesselssat-tlre Lee- |
" ward Islands, -addressed to . Johp. Wilkson  Croker, if

Esq. -
STR,  Venerable, at Seb) Bec. 81, :’913.3

T HAVE to acquaigt you, for- their Lovdships |

information, that in.the execution of my ordery,
the Venerable this "day captured the Y'rench letter:
of marque brig Le Jasoh, éftwohundred and sixty-3
four tons, pierced for twenty-two gans, but mount=
iug only foarteen, twelve of whigh hagd been thrown

_overboard fu.the chace.. She left Bourdeaux five

days since, Boutd for, New Vork, ‘withi'a cargo
comspoeed of ilks, winies, and othet avticles of mer-
chandise : sixty-four persons were found on board,
ten of whom are passengers ; this'is the first time
~of hér biving been at sea, - She s a fie new ves-’
#l, capper-bottomed, awd sals s6-well that T take!
her ander protection to Barbadoes, for adjudication. |
¢ 1 have the honour to-Be, &Ke. i
- P. C. DURHAM; Rear-Admiral,
. W Croker, Esq. : - , .
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SIR, Venerable, at Sga, Jan. 16, 1814.,

T HAVE the satisfaction of stating, that .this,
day, at nine, A.M. the Cyane made ‘tle signal for

two strangers in the north-east, which were im—!
superiof sailing of the Vencrable, I was énabled-to:
come tip wWithin guu-shot of them at -the-dose of
_the day, leaving the Cyane far astern.  On ranging
ap with the leewardmost, (the ni.ght was too-darkf
to:dispnguish her colonrs) desirons Qf_suvinf;lhcrj
the conséqueaces of so pncqual a eontest, I hailed]
her-twice.to surrender, But the evasive answer re-
turncd, obliged me to order the gins to be opened,’
as they would bear ; upon this the enemy imue-
diately put his helu up, and, under all sail, laid us:

- on bodard, for which temerity e has suffered most

" severely. )

Fhe promptitude with whish Captain Worth re-
eled the attempt to board, was wot-less. conspicu-
ous than the celerity with wliich be. passed his men
into the enemny’s frigate, and hauled down her-en-
sign. 1 have much pleasurc in naming the petty
officers who distingiiished theémselves on this occa-
sion, Messrs, Multmian, Walker, and Kuevill,

inastei’s mates, and Mr. Grey, midshipinan,

"This ship proves to be the Alciitene, a beautifi ]
Fiench frigate of fourty-four guns, having a com-
plement, at the commencenient of the. dction, of
threehundred and nineteen men, commanded by

' Captain Ducrest de Villeneuve, an officer of much

“merit, and who was wounded at the time of board-

- ing.

'To his determined resistance, aided by the dark-
ness of the night, the otlier frigate for the present

. wes ber escape, but I have cvery hope that the

Cyane will be enabled to observe her until 1 iave
shifted the prisoners, and repaired the trifling in-
jury done to the rigging, during the period of the
enemy being on board. - -

Qur loss consists of two séamen killed and fouy

thirty seamen killed, and fifty wounded. . -
- lueutenant’ @eorge doidee, avhom:; I shave placed
Ao the fuigate, is ah.old aitd very deserving officer,
who his served twenty' yeal's undér:my command.:
T I have,&e -+ - ' :
o - P.C. BPURHAM, Rear-Adwmiral,
J.V‘W.“Cf;:'okfér; ‘Bsq.” - "
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SIR, ' - Vvh;e';zbk, aft Séa, fur. 28, 1814,
iT a-ﬁ'o‘r(TS mé much pleasuré to commnnicate to
you, for thejr Lordships information, the capturg
of the French frigate that estaped on'_Sundhy.nig},x,f.
. The vigilagce of Cz’xpfaih.’E‘Qi‘res‘.t epabled Jﬁu},u)
keep sight of Trer duyin ¢ the hight, and twe faflaw.-
ing days; svhen; haying rup ove hnndred and fity-
three miles,- in’ the dincetion I judged thecnémy
‘bad taken, the ¥enerablé’s superior sailing gave
me the opportunity of again discovering the fugitive,
and, after an anxious chase of ninéteen heprs, tp
conie up with and capture; , o N
She is named the :I'plﬁwépia, :é',fr%ga'te'\_'(\)f the

| largtst class, commaﬁileﬁ by’ ﬁap,fa,in ' Emcrig,
having a compleinent of three hundired and wveniy.
five men, aund, like her cohsort the Alemene, pér=

fectly new. e
Every means to cffect her escape wdre 1cs‘61€c_‘d
to, the anchors being cut away, and hér Boals
thrown overboard, S
,On our coming up we i)ad run xﬂm.Cyam’:;cnllf“i);k'
siglt from the mast-Dead, .~ 7, 7 7 “
These frigatés sailed in company from, Cher-
bourg on the 20th October last, and were to ciulze

for six months. . i
- It becomes me new to notice the very meritoricis
coniluct of Captain,Forrest, nog only in assiduously
&eeping sight, but repeaiedly olfering battle 'tp a
force.so superior ; norless deserfving of my warmest
approbation is Captain Worth of this ship, whose
indefatigable attention during thé many maneenvigs
attempted by the enemy in this lopg and arduous
chace, was equalled only by the excmplary béba-
viour of every officer and man undgf his commaud,
1 have. the hounur to be, &c, Y

- P.C. DURHAM, Rear-Admira),
J. W. Croker, Iisq. ’
1

Admiralty-Oflice, Febroary- 26, 1814, L

Copy of a Letter from Captain Dundus, nf His Ma-
jesty's Ship Pyramus, addréssed to Adiniral Lord
Keith, and transmitted by liis .Lordship to John
Wilson Croker, Lsq.

His Majesty's Ship Pyramus,
‘My Loz, 18ih February, 1814,
THE Yrench- privateer schooner La ViHe’ de
1/Orient, of 14 guns, and 97 eu, was caP;un'e<l
this day by-the frigate under my command. ~ °
She is only two months off the stocks, five days
out, and has taken nothing. ‘ S

1 have the honour to be, &e.
J.W.D. DUNDAS, Captain,

The Right Hon, Admiral Lord Keith, K.'B.



