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‘Ameitcan Government, or attach disgrace to- His |
Majesty’s armms.  The enemy set an example in his
retreat from Fort George, by burning the town of
Newark, that has produced calamitous consequences
to himself since the theatre of war has been trans-
ferred into his own territory. "Painful is such a.
retribution to those who execute it—IJ have felt the
anthority most repugnant, and I sincerely hope it.
may not again be excited. ,

I have sent my.Aid-de-Catop Captain Cochrane
overland to Halifax,. as the hearer of my dispatches,
to your Lordship ; be carries, with bim a stand of
colours taken in the fort of Niagara, .to be laid at |
the feet of His Royal Highness tﬁa Prioce Regent, |
aud X beg leave to refer your Lordship to him for
‘such information as you may require respecting this
command. o
"I have the honour to be, &e.

~ (Signed) - GEORGE PREVOST.

To Earl Bathurst, &c. &c. &c. .

SIR, - Fort Niagara, December 20, 1813.

CONCEIVING the possession of Fort Niagara
to be of the highest importance in every point of |
view to the tranquility and se¢urity of thiy frontier,”
immediately on wy arifyal ap'Se, Davids, T deter-
imiited uponr 75 redletibn, iF pratticable, without
tao great a sadrifice. Theke heing tbwevl' but
two- batteaux’ af thik'si@ qf"tﬁe’\\f?t, r, J did“not
think proper to make thd attélpt wntil 8 "sufficient
number shoiild be- broagdit from Barlingten, at
this season of the year a most dificult under-
taking. Buat by the indefatigable exertions, of
Captain Elliot, Deputy-Assistant-Quatter-Master-
General, every difficulty, particularly in the carriage
of the batteaux by land tor several miles, notwith-
standing the inclemency of the weather (the ground
being covered with snow, and the frost severe,)
was overcome ; they were again lawached; dnd the
troops, consisting of-4 small’ detachment oF'voyal
artillery ; the grenadier ®Tompany of the royal
scots 3 the flank compantes of ‘the. 4ist and the
100tb regiments ; amounting’iti the whole to about |
five hupdred and fifty,. which I-bad placed under
the immediate orders of Colonel Murray, Inspect-
ing TField-Officer, were embarked. 'The inclosed
report of that most zealous and judicious officer,
will point out to you the detail of their further
‘proceedings. ™
At five o’clock A, M. the fort was attacked by
assault, at the point of the bayonet ; two picquets,
posted at the distance of a mile, and of a mile and
a half from the works, having previously been de-
stroyed to a man by the same weapon, and at half
an hour afterwards this important place was com. |
Pletely in our possession. By this gallant achieye-
t twenty-s¢vengigses of ordrance (mounted on
thg-;é*'@?l siefeycﬁ%i%tﬁ g ‘t‘ﬁq‘;stStar(xd of arrhs, a -
number of rifles; agq:iﬂfﬁ‘ﬁﬁ pf gmivepnition, biankgts_, :
clothing, several thoudyand,pitirs of shoes, &c. hiave
fallen into our hands,  hesidey dutteen officers and'
three hundred and thirty othér prisoners, and eight,
Tespectable inhabitants ¢f, fhis' part of thé cpuntry,
who had been drpgged from. the peatefal “qrifoyiﬁnt ‘
of their propepty 8. thost hiwdrantable conbne-

A

ment, werg releaseds,:together with some Indian

whrriors of the Cotkndwaga-and-Six Nation {Fibsg,
The encmy's loss atmountéd!to sixty-five Yin killed,’
‘and to but twelve i wodtideX, which clearly proves -

‘how frresistible a-weéapoh the bayohet is in the

‘handst of - Pritish ‘soldiers, 'Our lbss was only five
killed andr-thtee - woutided. ~ 1°Nave to régretthé
death of a very promising youtig officer, Lienteriant
‘Nolan,- of thie 100th regivgent,” = " =50 -
" -1 beg ledve to béar the highest testimony of 1he’
anxions, active, and ineritorious exertioms of CoZ’
donel Mutray, who, I regret {o'sdy, recétveda ses’
vere, though not dangerous wound ‘in - the W}‘ist,'
which; ‘I hope, 'will ‘not at this ‘critical- period * de-
prive me for liny great length of ‘timé of hid' Valdss’
ble‘services; and- to “Lieatenant- Colontl Hamilt-
ton, of the 100th regiment, and the officers, non-
comthissioned officers, and soldieis; who sb gal-.
Lently ‘achieved thi§ most ddring ‘and ‘brilliant en-_
'terpri'z@:,-‘ P L R i : vt
The militia caiie forward with 'a!acritz,’ Cand’

{ assisted much fn'Tanding and transportmg the” bat-
teaux acrosy the rivér, ‘in'2 very rapitl'current,” for

‘which ‘servicé: they ‘are -dbsé’rvhig‘ of ‘the lii'ghest;:
praise, oo Ty E o EE At
* Captain Norton, the Indian Chief, volmtéered’
%his services, and accompatiied the troops. And I
h)e.gw recommend in the strongest terms to the
&‘ﬂvm_u' and protection of his Royal Highmess the-
Prince Regent, Captain Elliot of the 1034 regi-
‘meut, Députy Assistapt. Quarter-Master General,
whose ¢onduct onr this, as on every other occa=-
'sion, has been so distinguished ; as alse Lieutenant
Dawson, of the 100th regiment, who commanded
the forlorn hope ; Captam Fawoett;- of the: same
regiment, who immediately supported him with the _
grenadiers ; and Capthin' “Mbrtin,- Sho w“:tb"ﬂie&
companies, gallantly- stormett''the dasterri dethi<
bastion. . C s
My best acknowledgements -are due to Major>
Generals Riall and Wincent, for the tordia¥ zhd
zealous assistance I received from-thed ‘#h makhig
the arrangements ; to Lieutenant-Colonel Harvey,
Deputy-Adjutant-General, and to the officers of
my personal staff. e i
s 1 have the honour to forward to your Excellency
the American colours taken on this occasion, by
Captain Foster, my Aide-dé-Camp, who heing in
my_fallest ' confidence,. will give your Excellency -
such further information as you may require. '
I have the honour to_be, &g,

(Signed) ~  ‘GORDON DRUMMOND,
’ o - Licutenant-Genergl.
SIR, " Fort Niagara, 19t Dec. 1813, |

~ IN obedience to your Honow’s commands, div °
recting ‘me to attack Fort'Niagars; with theads -
yance of the armiy of theright,: I reoliiéd upén at- -
tempting a surprise, The embarkation commenced
on the 18th; at night, and the wholé. of thé'trdoﬁs
weie landed three miles from the fort early on the
following “morning, in the fullowing order of. ati-

tack ;—Advanced guard, éne subaltern and twenty

rank and file; grenadiers 100th regimpent; Royal
Artillery, with grenades; five, gompanies 1€0th
regiment, under Liéutenant-Cofone] Hamilton, to

~assault-the main. gate, and escalage the works agl-



