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myself so sererely, that I was obliged to quit
the deck. Manned as the squadron was, with not
jBoare than fifty Uritish seamen, the rest a mixed
crew of Canadians and soldiers, and who were to-
tally Unacquainted with such service, rendered the
loss of officers more sensibly felt, and never in any
action was the loss more severe 5 every oificer com-
manding vessels, and their seconds, was either
killed, or wounded so severely, as to be unable" to
keep the deck.

Lieutenant Buchan, in the Lady Prevost, behaved
most nobly, and did every thing'that a brave and
experienced officer coukl do in a vessel armed with
twelve-pound carronades, against vessels carrying
long guns. I regret to state, that he was severely
wounded. Lieutenant Bignal, of the I>over, coni-
.manding the Hunter, displayed the grearcst intre-
pidity j but his guns being small, (two, four, and
six-pounders) he could be of much less service than
he wished.

Every officer in the Detroit behaved in the most
exemplary manner. Lieutenant Inglis shewed such
calm intrepidity, that I was fiflly convinced that, on
leaving the deck, I left the ship in excellent hands ;
and for an account of the battle after that, I refer
you to his letter which he wrote me, for your in-
formation.

Mr. Hoffmeister, purser of the Detroit, nobly vo-
lunteered his services on deck, and behaved in a
manner that reflects the highest honour on him. I
regret to add, that he is very severely weunded in
the knee.

Provincial Lieutenant Purvis, and the military
oflicers, Lieutenants Garden, of the Royal New-
foundland Rangers, and O'Keefe of the 4ist regi-
ment, behaved in a manner which excited my
warmest admiration ; the few British seamen I had,
behaved with their usual intrepidity, and as long as
I was on deck the troops behaved with a calmness
and courage, worthy of a more fortunate issue to
their exertions.

The weather gage gave the enemy a prodigious
advantage, as it enabled them not only to choose
their position, but their distance also, which they
did in such a manner as to prevent the carronades
of,the Queen Charlotte and Lady Prevost, from
having much effect; while their long guns did
great execution, particularly against the Queen
Charlotte.

Captain Perry has behaved in a most humane
and attentive manner, not only to myself and
officers, but to all the wounded. .

I trust that although unsuccessful, you will
approve of the motives that induced me to sail
under so many disadvantages, and that it may be
hereafter proved that, under such circumstances the
honour of His Majesty's flag has not been tarnished.

I inclose the list of killed and wounded.
I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed R. H. BARCLAY, Commander,
and late Senior Officer.

His Majesty's late Ship Detroit,
STR, September 10, 1813.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you an ac-
count of the termination of the late unfortunate
battle with the enemy's squadron.

On coming on thd quarter-deck, after yonr being
wounded, the enemy's second brig, at that time on
our weather beam, shortly afterward* took a posi-
tion on our weather bow, to rake us, to prevent
which, in attempting to wear, to get our starboard
broadside to bear upon her, a'number of the guns
of the larboard broadside being at this time disabled,
fell on board the Queen Charlotte, at this time
running up to leeward of us; in this situation the
two ships remained for some tmie. As soon as we
got clear of her, I ordered the Queen Charlotte to
shoot ahead of us if possible, and attempted to back,
our foretop-sail to get astern, but the ship laying
completely unmanageable, every brace cut away,
the mizen-top-mast and gaff down, all the other
masts badly wounded, not a stay left fortt'avd, hufl.
shattered very much, a number of the guns- disabled,
and the enemy's squadron raking both ships ahead
and astern, none of our own in a situation to sup-
port us, J was under the painful necessity of an-
swering the eneniy, to say we had struck, the Queen
Charlotte having previously done so.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) GEORGE INGLIS.

To Captain Barclay, &c, SfC. $c.

A Statement of the Force of His Majesty's Squadron
on Lake Erie, and that of the United States.

BRITISH SQUADRON.
Detroit—2 long twenty-four-pounders, 1 long

eighteen-pouuder, 6 long twelve-pounders, 8
long nine-pounders, 1 twenty-four-pounder car-
ronade, 1 eighteen-pounder carronade.

Queen Charlotte—3 long twelve-pounders, 14
twenty-four-pounder carronadcs.

Lady Prevost—3 long nine-pounders, 10 twelve-
pounder carronades.

Hunter—2 long six-pounders, 4 long four-pounders,
2 long two-pounders, 2 twelve-pounder carro-
nades.

Little Belt—1 long nine-pounder, 2 long six-
pounders.

Chippeway—1 long nine-pounder.
UNITED STATES SQUADRON.

Lawrence—2 long twelve-pounders, 18 thirty-two-
ponnder carronades.

Niagara—2 long twelve-pounders, 18 thirty-two-
pounder carronades.

Caledonia—2 long twenty-four-pounders, 1 thirty-
two-pounder carronades; all on pivots.

Ariel—4 long twelve-pounders ; all on pivots.
Summers—1 long twenty-four-pounder, 1 thirty-

t\vo-pounder carronade ; all on pivots.
Porcupine—1 long thirty-two-pounder, on a pivot.
Tigress—1 long thirty-tvvo-pounder, on a pivot.
Scorpion—1 long thirty-tvvo-pounder, J twenty-

four-pounder ; all on pivots.
Trip—1 long-twenty-four-pounder, on a pivot.

(A true copy,)
(Signed) R. H. BARCLAY, Commander.

A List of Killed and Wounded in His Majesty's
Ships and f "easels in an Action with the American
Squadron on Lake Erie, the iQth September 1813.

3 officers, 38 men, killed; 9 officers, 85 men,
wounded.

Total—-41 kilkd; 94 wounded.


