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Downing-Street, June 19, 1813,
DISPATCH, dated Boitzenburgh, the 4th of

- June 1813, of which the following is an |

extract, together with an enclosure, of which a | ®o"VO¥ of artillery, escortedby-about two thou<

translation is aunexed, has been received this day
from Brigadier-General Lyon, employed upon a
particular service in Germany,

HAVING arrived here late last night from
Wismar, T avail mysclf of the earliest mo-
nent to transmit a copy of the official details re~
ceived from General Czernicheff, giving an account
of his affair with the encmy near Halberstadt,

SIR, Bernburg, May 31, 1813.

I HASTEN to congratulate your Excellency on
the signal advantage just gained at Ialberstadt by
the detachments which 1 have the honour of com-
man.ding.

Fourteen picces of cannon, an immense park of
artillery, more than eight hundred draught horses,
above onc thousand prisoners, iucluding a General
of Division (Ochse), a colonel, and several oflicers,
and very considerable stores, have fallen into the
hands of the conquerors.

Ilaving received permission from your Excellency

to act according to circumstances, I in conse-

quence passed the Elbe at Ferchland on'the night
of the 16th, and procceded in the direction of
Burgstall ; here I learnt, from various letters which
had been intercepted by my partics, that a large

sand aren, teré ’(:d"pas?‘éﬁe" ﬁlgftt':df::the!l'/'ﬂt} at
Halberstadt. :My horses *having been suﬂit’re’ﬁﬂif

' rested,-and being in the best possible condition; ¥

resolved on going the fiftcen miles '(’G Crmian), which
wsa the distance to Halberstadt, sithout halting,
To my great surprise, I succeeded in pcrfﬁnﬁiug
the whole of ‘this distance, without stopping, in
thirty hours. - s L

On my arrival at Hadmersleben, I learnt that a
second convoy was at Hessen, on the Bruaswick
road, three miles and a. half fréf Halberstadt,
where it was intended to arrive in the morning to
Jjoini ‘the first, in the view of proceeding with greater
safety on its march to the Grand Army. This last
convoy was escorted by four thousand infantry, five
hundred cavalry, and many pieces of artillery.
Notwithstanding the fatigue of my men and borses,
after so harassing a march, I resolved to coutinue
my route, and to make an immediate attack upon
the encmy at Halberstade, before the arrival of the
reinforcement ; and in order to take advantage of
the fault he had committed in placing his guns and
the convoy outside of the town, although at a very



short distance from the walls, Aftu recounoxtrm"
at four o’clock in the morning, I ascertained that
the enemy had placed his guns in a square, the
middle of which was ﬁlled with ammgnition wag-
gons and other carl'i;)g;:s; gny.l”was lline('l with ll)
fantry, the flanks being covered by two hundred and
fifty horse. 'The whole fofided a.sort of fortress,
almost impenctrable to ca\ally" One of my first
cares having been to cut off the enemy from the
town, a single gate which the enemy had neglected
to clpse, afforded me the ueans of getting posses-
sion of the town, where the brave Colonel Trecoff
charged the rear of the troops which were marching
out to join the sqnare, and pursu.e('l.them 4vc|'.y nearly
up to the guns. On the other side, Colonel Wlassaw,
whem I had seut forward with two-regiments, in
hopes of surprisiug the enemy, mada twa xery fine
charges against the squaré; buat
notice of our marcli, and being tpon theif guard,

he could not makeany impression. . The enemy now

opened a heavy canuonade fram fourteen guns, to.

which I could only oppose two; hy the fire of
which, hawever, five of the encmy’s ammunition
WRggons were blown up. '
the same fate, anpd four hovses were killed,

One of mine met ith

At this moment, a reginent of Cossacks, which
¥ had detached upon the road by which the engmy’s
x,einb;?l'qqmeuts were advanging, brought me intel-
ligence that they were within twa miles of us; this
detgrmined me to make a generql and decisive effort
against the square with all my troops. With this
view 1 ordered all the scattered Cossacks to. scize
t“he.' same, momelit at which the attack would be
W.hy,thc regular cavalry, After eshorting my
soldiers. to do their dyty, ¥ ordered all my people to
chai'gc at the same moment., This brilliant attack

‘an m$ta.nt the imtimcs were carried,

slanghter terminated,

the endmy having |
"and ‘twelve’

- summary account of this exploit:

against a’ ft?n.niéluhlp squalg, defended by fourteen

pieces of ‘cpnngp, s@passcﬂ my expectations, and
covered - with gloyy the. hussars of Isoum, com-

| manded by Celoagl "Ficmaait, and two regiwents of

the Cossacks also seconded aditi-
In

and my brave

B,_W,g,lmgoons
rably the efforts of these four huudred horse.
men in the middle of the square : Liere the carnage
was horrible, as the ememy defended himsclf obsti-
nately, even firing upon us from under the arriages :
‘.Iorc ghan seven hundr edvere killed, the rest taken,
amL I venfure to assmL that .not.an individual
escaped out of all this corps. Scarccly was the
whén the encmy's
began to appear, pressing upon my Cossacks. T was
then obliged to suppmtthuu, in order to gdin time
ta send off (;hc-captmcd guns and prisoners. From
want of time I could carry6ff enly the fourtecn guus

coluimus

T blew up thé
rest in the very presence of the enemy. I destroyed
or distributed to the inhabitants all the stores which

ammunition waggons;

were in the town, and at seven in the evening I re-
tired with my booty to Cochstedt, Such is the
it has the more
merit from its having heen undertaken after a march
of fifteen miles, which las been followed by an en

gagement of more than seven hours, Itis beyond

- my power to express to your Iixcelleney hoswv well

all my pLOplC hmc denc their duty in this bulhant
L afluir,

"That the Cossacks should have been able to sup-
port a march of fiftcen miles, and a combat of
seven hours, afterwards has not surprised me so much
as to sce my regular cavaly perform it as well
as them, without leaving a single horse behiud,

(Signed) - CZERNICIIVFY,

Privted by Rogerr Georee CrarkEe, Camnon-Row, Parliament-Street,
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