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and light, "but with very considerable variety of
liiil and valley,, and much intersected by hollow
ways and mill-streams, the former not discernible
till closely approached.

The enemy, placed behind a long ridge, and in a
string of villages, of which Gorschen is the
principal, with a hollow way in front and a stream
sufficient to float timber on the left, waited the
near approach of the allies.

He had an immense quantity of ordnance, of
twelve pounders, and larger natures, distributed
throughout the line and in the villages : the batteries
in the open country were supported by masses of
infantry in solid squares.

The plan of operation determined upon, on view
of the enemy, was to attack the village of Gros
Gorschen with artillery and infantry, and in the

'jneanwhile to- pierce the line to the enemy's right
of the villages, with a strong column of cavalry, in
order to cut off the troops in the villages from sup-
port.

The remainder of the enemy's line was to be- en-
gaged, according to circumstances, by the corps
opposed to it.

The cavalry of the Prussian reserve, to whose
lot this attack fell, presented themselves and sup-
ported their movements with great gallantry, but
the showers of grape-shot and musketry, to which
they were exposed on rcachin-g the hollow way,
made it impracticable for them to penetrate, and
the enemy appearing determined to maintain the
villages at any expence, the affiiir assumed the most
expensive character of attack and defence-, of a post
repeatedly taken, lost, and retaken.

The cavalry made several attempts to break the
tnemy's line> and behaved with the most exemplary
coolness and regularity under very heavy fire; in-
some of these attacks they succeeded in breaking
into the squares.and cutting down the infantry.

Late in the evening, Buonaparte having called
in the troops from Leipsig, and collected all his
reserves, made an attack from his left on the right
of the allies-, supported by the' fire of several bat-
teries advancing-.

The vivacity of this movement made it expedient
to cbangc the front of the nearest brigades on the
right, and as the whole cavalry from the left was
ordered to the right to turn this attack and to
charge it, I was not without hopes of witnessing
the destruction of Buonaparte and of all his a rmy ;

-but before the cavalry could arrive, it became so |

dark that nothing could be distinguished but the
flashes of the guns.

The allies remained in possession of the disputed
villages, and of the line on which the enemy had
stood.

Orders were given to renew the attack in the
morning, but the enemy did not wait for it, and it
was judged expedient, with reference to the gene-
ral posture of the cavalry, not to pursue. The
wounded have all been removed across the Elbe,
while the cannon and prisoners taken, and the
ground wrested from the enemy in the action, are
incontestable proofs of the success of the allies.

Both Sovereigns were in the field the whole day.
The King was chiefly near the village where his
troops were engaged. The Emperor was repeat-
edly in every part of the field, where he was re-
ceived with the most animating cheers by every
corps be approached. The fire, to which his per-
son was not unfrequently exposed, and the casual-
ties which took place near him, did not appear in
the least to disturb his attention from the objects to
which it was directed, and which he followed with-
out any ostentation.

General Wittgenstein, with the army, is be-
tween the Elbe and Elster, with the command
of several bridges over the, former.

The Russian troops of all amis fully realised
the expectations I had formed of their bravery and
steadiness, and the emulation and spirit of pa-
triotism which pervades the Prussian army, merits
the highest encomium..

I have the honour to be, &c,
(Signed) CATPICART.

The Lord Viscount Castlerectgh^
SfC. &>C. SsC,

Particular Statement of the Battle at Gros Gorschen,
on the Id of May.

ON the 30th of April information was received
at General Count Von Wittgenstein's head-quarters,
of the greater part of the army, and the Frcmh
guards, having crossed the Saale, in the vicinity of
Naumburg. It was at the same time reported, that
the Emperor Napoleon had arrived at the army,
We observed, that the Viceroy's army drew to the
right. It was therefore clear, that the enemy en-
deavoured by all means to forma junction, and that
it was most probably his intention to give a general
battle. His Majesty the Emperor Alexander, and
His Majesty the- King of Prussia, therefore went
to their armies, to animate the courage of the
troops by their personal presence. But the better
to be enabled to judge of the enemy's strength, .a
reconnaissance was. undertaken with General Vo'a


