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Ander the. falge and-extravamant . pretaxt, that the
monstrous principles therain contained were to
be-found in the treaty of Utrecht, ‘and were
«therefore binding-upon .all .States. From the .pe-
nalties of this Code no- nation was to he cxempt,,
~which did ot accept.-it, not only as the rule o
Ats-own copduct, but. as a.la“;, the observance o
-which;,it was also 1eqqu'ed to. enforce upon Grea
Britain,

Ina Mamjﬁesto,,.accmnpanymv their Declaration’ oﬂ
Hostilities, .in addition to the former complamts
.against the -Orders-in Co_uncxl‘ a long list of
.grievances was brought. forward ;
.themselves, others which had been mutually ad-
-justed, but none of them such, as were ever before
alleged by the American Government to be grounds
. for war,- . i

As if to throw additional. ohstacles in the way of
peace, the American Congress at the same time

some trivial irf

passed a law, prohibiting all intercourse with Great
_Britain, of such a tenor, as deprived the Executive
.Government, according to the President’s own con-
- straction of that Act, of all power of restoring the
relations of friendly intercourse between the two
-States, so far at least.as concerned their commer-
. cial Intercourse, until Congress should re-asscmble.
The President of the United States has, it is true,
since proposed to Great Britain. an Armistice;
.not, howeyer, an the admission, that the cause of war
;hithérto relied on was removed; but on condition,;
that Great Britain, as a.preliminary step, should do’
_away a cause of war,
such for. the first.time; namely, that she should
abandon the exercise of her undaubted right of
search, to take from American merchant vessels
. British seamen, .the natural-born subjects of His
- Majesty ;. and this concession was required upon
a mere assurance that laws would be enacted by
-the Legislature of the United States, to prevent
. such seamen from entering into their service; but
independent of the objection to an exclusive reliance
. on a Foreign State, for the conservation of so vital |
. an interest, no explanation was, or could be afforded
by the Agent who was charged with this Overture,
. ¢ither as to the main principles, upon which such
Jaws were to be founded, or as to the provisions
-wvhich it was proposed they should contain.

This proposition having been cobjected to, a
~second proposal was made, again oftering an
- Armistice, provided the British Governmeat would

secretly stipulate to renounce the exercise of this
_right in a Treaty of Tcacc,

No. 16890,

Ao immediate and

B

now brought forward as,
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formal abandepment ,of jts. gexercise, as..prelic
minary.to a cessatign .of lostilities, was ot
demanded ; but His Royal Highness the Prince

.Regent was requirgd, in.tbe name and on the be-

half of, His-Majesty, seerefly,to ahandon, what.the
formgr oyertuxe lw‘ mnsssd; L hjm _,-Bublis,.ly to
 concede. , - .

- This mort.oﬂ'en‘siwe preposition was, P.lso”;e;pg‘t-
ed, being accompanied as the former had been by
other demands of the most exce‘p’pquble nature,
and especially of  indemnity for all Amexican ves-
sels detgiped and condemned under tl;\e O;‘dms in
Councn«l or upder what were te;med 1llegal bloclx-
ades-—a compliance with which .demands, exclu-
sive of all other objections, would hayve amounted
to an absolute surrender of the rights, on which
those Orders and Blockades were: founded.

Had the ,A.x{lerlqa,n Goyer,m;qept };e.en smce;e
in represgpting the Onrdeys | m QO}U\Fll as t])e
only subject of difference bctween Gleat Bri-
tain and the United States, calculated to lead to
bostilities ; 5 it might bave been expected $0 soon
as the yevocation of thase Or(lels bad been oﬂicxally
~made kpown to them, that they Would ha\e spon-
taneously recalled then e let;ers of _marque, ’f a?d

_manifested a (llSpOblthﬂ 1;ngnedxately_ to restore the

relations of peace and amity between the Two
Powers T o ) -

But the. conduct of the Government of the Umted
States by no meaps cqxresponded w:th juch rFason-
able cxpeetations.

The Order in Councl,l of the 23d of June bemg
officially communicated in America, the Govern-
ment of the Unijted States, saw nothing in the
Repeal of the Ol(lE)S in Council, whxch should of
itself restore Pcace unless Great. Butam were pl (N
pared, in the first mstance substantxally to relin-
quish the right of i unplessmg her own seamen, ‘when
found on board American Merchant Ships.

The proposal of an Armistice, and of a sunulta-
neous Repeal of the 1cstnctwe meagures, on both
sides, subseqpently ma(le by the commamlmv ﬁfﬁ-
cer of His Majesty’s uaval fo; ces on tlw 45146}},5311
coast, were received in ‘the samc hostllc s;}xrxtby the
Govun.nent of the United States.
of the plactxcc of 1mptesement was 1¥51,sted upon, in
the coucspondence which passed on that occasion,

The suspcusxon

as a neccssary preliminary to a cessatxon of hostili-
ties : Negociation, it was shted nuoht take place
without .any suspensmn of the ew(ex c1<e of this

_clud_ed but Great Butalu Was Jequued plevxously



