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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1812,

Foreign-Office, December 10,. 1812,
JSPATCIIES, of which the following arc

copies, were received last night bv Viscount
Castlcreagh, one of His Majesty's Principal Secre-
taries of State, from General Viscount Cathcart,
K. T. His Majesty's Ambassador Kxtrnordinary
and Plenipotentiary to the Emperor of Kussia^
dated at St. Petersburg!!, the 23d and 2oth of No-
%-ember 1812.

MY LOED, St. Pctershirgh, Nov. 2?,, 1812.
"X my dispatch of the JOt l i instant 1 had the

honour to detail such operations of Marshal
Kutusoff's army as had come to my knowledge up
to the 9th of November; since that date no report
lias been received of the further proceedings of the
corpb entrusted to General Platoif. The Field-Mar-
shal had calculated to reach Krasnoi on the 14th in-
.staht, but although he had approached within a few
wersts of that place, I have not heard that his head-
quarters were established thereon the IGth. His
last dispatch of the latter date announces his inten-
tion of forwarding a journal of the preceding days,
which will contain important relations, but it has
not as yet been received. On the £th of November
Count Orloff Denizoff, being advanced on the roads
towards Smolcnsko and Krasnoi, received intelli-
gence of the march of a French corps from Smo-
lcnsko in the direction of Kalouga, composed of
fresh troops intended for the different regiments, of
guards ; this force was under the 'command of Ge-
neral Barrage" D'Hillier, having with him General
Charpcntier and Brigadier-General Augereau, bro-
ther to the Marshal of that name. They were dis-
tributed in the three villages of Yasvin, Lakoff, and
Dolgomust. A'disposition of attack was immedi-
ately made by three partisan- corps, commanded by
Captain Seslavin, Colonel Davidotf, and Captain-
rhigncr. The result was that the corps under
Charpentier was nearly cut to pieces, that Barrage
D'Hillicr having patiently heard a cannonade for. se-
veral hours in the quarters of Augereau's division,
made good his retreat to Smolensko, and that Au-
gereau's corps of three thousand men, after Losing

instant, General Count Wittgen.--

nearly one third of their number, laid down their
arms -and capitulated to Captain Phigner, who had
not one thousand five hundred men, and who ap-
pears to have conducted this a flair with infini te ad-
dress and gallantry.

In this corps were two squadrons of cavalry,
well mounted. The prisoners amounted to one:
general, sixty staff and other officers, and two

1 thousand rauk and file. The oiUcers who-capitu-
lated stated the object of their march by t l i n t route,
was to open another communication in the direc-
tion of Kalouga ; they were not aware of the re-
treat of their army.

Since this affair, three general officers, upwards
of twenty pieces of cannon, and four thousand
prisoners have been taken near Siuolensko, but the
particulars are not yet reported.

On the 14th
stein was attacked by Marshal Motor, wifo had
orders to drive him to the other side of che-Dwina.-
The enemy was repulsed, with the loss of two t(V
tlbree thousand men, and'was pursued * the next
morning ia his retreat towards Scnno, when six-
hundred prisoners were taken. I.have-the honour
to inclose a copy of Major-General Baron Dorn-
ber.g*s. report of; this affair .

Nothing material occurred.at this post t i l l the
18th, when Count Wittgenstein was joined by-
Colonel Cbernichef, Aide-dc-Camp to His Imperial
Majesty; who had' been detached by Admiral
Tchichagoff, with- a small corps of light cavalry,
to discover and ascertain General Count Wittgen-
stein's position. In the course of this expedition,,
the Colonel had the singular good fortune to rescue"
Major-General Baron Winxengerode and his Aide--
de-Camp, Captain Narishkin, between Vilna and
Minsk; they were proceeding towards the frontier,!
under an escort of gens d'armes, and had been'
marched from Vcrrea, where they were presented
to Buonaparte, with the French guards under the.'
charge of .Tunot;

Colonel Chcrnichef also took three couriers., one
coming from, and the other two going to Paris,
lir.om these sources of intelligence it is
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that Buonaparte was at Smolensk© on the 13th
instant. ; .

Admiral Tchichakoff intended, according to his
route, to arrive at Minsk on the 17th instant.

Colonel Chernichef .arrived at the palace yester-
day, accompanied by the prisoners he has released,
and bringing with him the intercepted dispatches.
Those from Paris contain nothing but military
plans and maps.

The expedition of Colonel Chernichef was, a con-
tinued ami extraordinary exertion, he having
inarched seven hundred wersts in five clays, and
swam across several rivers.

It is stated, but no official report has been re-
ceived, that General Sac hen has been left with a
-detachment to observe Prince Schwartzenherg, and
that General Eartel has .advanced to and occupied
Alphilcff.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) CATHCAIIT.

MY LORD, Jamich, Nov. 15, 1812.
I AM very happy to inform your Lordship, that

Yictor has failed in fulfilling the orders he received
from Buonaparte, to drive Count Wittgenstein be-
hind the Dwina. He. attacked, yesterday morning.
Count, Wittgenstein ordered the.advanced, guard to
retire to the Position. This was executed in" a mas-
terly mapner: they retired in echiquicr, under a
very heavy fire, as, if it was.in a field day.' Iii the
Position the French were received by.a well-directed
jfire" frpin, the artillery, by which they must have
lost a great number in killed .and wounded, I snp-
po.se between two and three thousand. The firing
only ceased about SQ.ven hi the ey.enjng. The French
liad. made strong demonstrations, on both- wings,
hut.the centre w,as chiefly engaged. This morning
they;.began their retreat towanfoScnno, The troops
who ar.e in pursuit have as "yet- made about six'
hundred'prisoners.

Jt-is really a pleasure to sec. these troops fight.
THeaiew-raiscd.milifra, vie with the oldest regi-

mcntss, .One battalion of this, militia being with
the' ;a.dvanced guard, on receiving-orders to fall
back, ,-ftrfjt refused to do so, saying^ the Emperor
had not, sent.them there to, retire, but to advance
.%.iicl. b.pat the enemy,, which they .were willing to 'do.

" , . ' • ; I have, &c. &c.
, ' , . . . • : • • • (Signed) DORNBERG.

'of the Journal of.thf; Operations-of. the dlffe-
- rent'Corps pf.'ihe^AKwy. iwderf.the Comma/id ,of'
:J~ielti-Marsh id Pr'fnce Kui'tf^oft., from the i\th to,
ilie iZth 'November 1812.
"ON. the l l th . Kovontbcr General Millaradyvitch

report^ that',OH the 9th thjc .advanced guard under
his'.command w;as to be at .the village of Alexccoly;
thp next .flay: at.th/xt ,pf .Yako.ft';, Lieutenant-Gene-

« ' rti^ ' '" ' • /« ' ' . , t . t , 1 j " _ ,' 1 ."_

.pursued. , it .on the, Smolen^ko.. road. The head-
quarters "of the army were this day at .the village.,of

.
.12^^r-IjicuteiVun,t-General Count QiJof

' -learning, tl^at a considerable .foraging- party-

of the enemy's cavalty and artillery dep6tweve~ dis-
persed in tlie villages, attacked them, killed iip^
wards of one thousand five hundred, made one
thousand three hundred prisoners, and took one
thousand, horses, and fpur huudred carriages, mostly
loaded, with stores.

Two corps of GeneraJMillaradovitch 'advanced to
the village, of Ivergkoflj. - :

The army halted. v- • '.
November 13. — Captain. Nasc-ho'k in, of the hus-

sars of the guards, detached by Adjutant-General
Count Orgeroff, attacked a detachment of the
enemy in the village of llmorai-, with some chas-
seurs and light cavalry ; the combat lasted four
hours, when the enemy retreated to the village bt
Michailoff, where he pursued and took them.

Detachments under Colonel Prince Radbolk, and
one sent out by Major-Gencral Carpo, made up.-,
wards of one hundred prisoners.
r General1 Millaradovitch reports on the 12th No-

vember, that Major-General Neoft" had made one
hundred and fifty prisoners at CharvanaolF. ;

Major-General Volosdini reports, that Colonel
Kreiganobski defeated, a detachment of seven hun-
dred men under Major Abcrjeii, killing a part, and
making prisoners the. remainder, three hundred and
seventy men, eighteen officers, and. One stair' sur-
geon.

, Major-General; PJatoff reports -on the 9th of No-'
vembcr,, that having, pursued lieauhaniois's corps, •
he camel up with.it at the river- Bone, near- the
estate 'called .Yand&off, a'lid-. without- regarding -the .
advantages of his position, he attacked- the enemy; -'
on th.is occasjpn,. besides (nunibers of killed and
wounded; he took thirty-three pieces of cannoJi-
and two hundred prisoners. He" further reports
that, during the pursuit of 'Beapharn()is's corps on ,
the 8th of November, 'sixty-nipe gims ^vere. taken, .
and 'not 'sixty-two, ' as; formerly^ reported. General
PlatofF is no\y. pursuing,, the remains 'of the. same,.
corps.

Adjutant-General Or) off Deuixoff attacked the. ',
eniehiy on their march to Krasnqi, killed five hui>-..
dvccl and- took four hnndred on. the 12th ̂ instan^.
The next day" he tookt some, prisoners^' some o,F. "
which were officers^ ' ' . ' •..

November, 14!— -Admi.ral' .Tchichakoff repo.rts- on
tli'c 11-th •iu^tant, having left in^th'c principality, of .,
Warsaw a corps under, the co^umtuul of Genera,}
Sachcn. He marched with the rem/iindef.tqPreyan,,
intending to pursue his march. through eSlonkxi. an,d - . ,:
Neswich, to Minsk, wjicre hcv.pjo[)osed,lo,^a^ri.ye,J
about 'the 17th or iStlr Noycnobcrj1 that, he.ha^:,.;
ent orders to Majo^vGenerai Leiders ;and.JLiie,«ter

iiant-Gencral;l(]iirtJe to.^marc^upo.n.the'i.sam'e.poijiit,
The former from , Vpljiynia by PjiijSk, the latter-^
from. Mozern b;y,.Lntsk, aud._ that he, wo,uld not. fail .....
to detach parties^ ofr,itglit troops |., P.U! ^tl^e, stflc,.o^ ' .
Vrlna to keep up 'the comi.uiiiijiciitiOjii^vith ^dQta^cli-^ •
ments on that "flank. _ ; " • ' . . ' . . ' , ,

Intcllr^'cn'cc havin'g .been received, from ..sojp^.--,
French artillery prisoners, .'of^.the.'places vyhc!;e,, the;.-
enemy had concealed' Cani'ipn and anus 'nea^^BoJcj-' ,
in sky jupnasteiy1,- twejUj-s.eyen^ cannon^ fi,ye(^i;>;si-ji. :-
thoussan stand 'of »ru»s.t 't o u s s a n stan 'o »ru»s.t v i m r ^ s a q r g . ^ ^ n .
fifteen thousand shell^i-. hiiye^be^iVjlu^j^iitji.! . ^hesj
liead-quiirtci's of tlie ^rni'y1 ^ere1 th'jt's'dajf. at^t}i£,\'U.-; 1
' v t of'Usotf.* ^' • • • - ' . ! • ,. i . - • . - . ,
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November 15.—Major-General Platoff reports o f !

the llth ins'tahti that Beauharnois's corps having
turned from I> uck.otcb.ina road towards Smdlensko,
he continues to surround it and cutoff all provisions
and forage.

Adjutant-General Count Orjeroff reports, under
date of the 14th November, that he attacked the
village of Krasnoi. The yagers, disregarding the
fire of grape, attacked the' enemy's columns with
their bayonets, anil after a combat, in which our
artillery and cavalry were also engaged, took pos-
session of the town 5 but observing strong columns
of the enemy moving from Srnolensko upon
Krasnoi, they fell back three wersts, to the farm
of Kulkoff. In this affair one colonel and 'two
hundred and fifty rank and file were taken.

Lieutenant-General Count Ostermarm Tolstoy
reports, that being with his division of infantry
on the 14th in the village of Kovisoff, and learn-
ing that the enemy was within half a werst of that
place, lie detached a squadron of the Kahnopolsky,
regiment, which killed a part and took' ten pri-
soners.

General Millaradpvitch reports, on. the 12th, that
being at the villagc-of Knagenoim,, he sent a. pa-
trole upon the road from Smolensko to Krasnoi,.
to reconnoitre the ejieiuy, which returned;, having
made sevcnteeii prisoners. The same day; Count
Ostermann Tolstoy sent the Pskof ki regiment of
dragoons to examine the state of the villages oc-
cupied by the enemy. This regiment, perceiving
three squadrons o^ cavalry, attacked, anil took five
officers and two hundred and ninety men.

The enemy remained also this day in the village
of Usoff. - ' '

Adjutant-General Count Orloff Denixoff also sent
in two Generals of the division of General Almiras,
tuid a Brigadier-General Burr., with an account of
his having taken twenty pieces of cannoa, near the
town of Krasnoi.

MY LORD, St. Petersburgh, Nov. 25, 1812.
IX addition to my dispatch of the 23d instant,

I have now the happiness to inclose a translation
of reports which have been received from Field-
Marshal Prince Kutusoff, of the I Oth and 20th in-
stant, containing the details of the total defeat of
the divisions of the French army under the com-
mands of Marshals Davoust and Ney. Near two
hundred cannon, and twenty thousand prisoners,
have been taken in these affairs. Buonaparte is
stated to have been with Marshal Davoust's corps
in the night from the Ifith to the 17th, and to
have left the field of battle at full speed.

Every measure of precaution that could be
thought of at this distance, has been provided for
by the Emperor to prevent the escape of the
enemy; and it appears that every exertion has
been made by the several commanders of corns
near Smolensko. Buonaparte has probably sent
forward his favourite guards, the Polish divisions,
and part of the I tal ian; but if Admiral Tchicha-
j^off has arrived at his ground, it docs not appeal
that this corps would escape to the frontier.

The display of force before General Count Witt-
genstein's post, after the attack, was probably with

intention to favour die movement of the corps
which have marched upon Minsk.

It is not improbable that part of Victor's corps
may have taken the same direction.

General Wittgenstein is reinforced by the ca-
alry formerly under General Wrn7.ingev.ode, for

the present commanded by Major-Gen. Kutusoff;
who lias made a most rapid inarch to Bubinovvitch,
where he arrived time enough on the 18th to're-
ceive four hundred prisoners from one of the French
divisions. He has also taken two Generals and
one Colonel.

The French, with their usual savage and sacri--
legions ferocity, wantonly blew up the- venerable
cathedral of Smolensko before they left that place.

.Te Deimi has been sung this day >n the great
cathedral, in presence of their Imperial Majesties:
and the whole Court; the " Baton de Marcschal"
of Marshal Davoust, and such of the eagles and
colours taken, in the last affair as are already arrived1

here, were, previously brought to the cathedra), irt*
which the other, numerous trophies of war ar^
already deposited.

1 have the honour to be, &e.
(Signed) CATHCART.

THE Commander in thief General Field-Mar-
shal Prince' Kutusoff, .from his" head-inuirtors" at?
the village of Dubrovo, submits to His Imperial
Majesty the two following reports :

First Report} dated tftC'IStfr November.
After the battle, near Viasma, of the 22d Octe-

ber, my army made every effort to turn, if not all
the enemy's corps, at least its advanced gnard, o»
the road from Jelna to Krasnoi, in which it com-
pletely succeeded on the 17th and 18th November.

The 16th November the army made a movement
by advancing five wersts, as tar as the town of
Krasnoi. The advanced guard fell in with the
enemy, who were completely defeated by JLieute-
nant-General Ouvcrow. On this occasion we be-
came master? of one standard, some cannon, and
made a great number of prisoners, one of whom
was a General.

GencralMillarodovitch,commanding the advanced
guard, with the 2d light corps of infantry, and the
2d of cavalry, perceiving the corps commanded by
Marshal Davoust advance near Krasnoi, detached
thither Lieutenant-General Prince Galitzin. The
enemy, conceiving kimsclf turned on all sides, be-
gan to defend himself. Our artillery made a terri-
ble carnage in the enemy's ranks. Napoleon him-
self was an eye-witness of the battle, and not wait-
ing for the issue, he fled with his whole suite to the
village of Liadam, and abandoned the corps of Da-
voust.

The bat Uc lasted the whole day"; the enemy were
completely defeated and dispersed in the nei°ii-
bouring wood, for a distance of f i v e wersts alon^
the banks of the Dnieper—thus the corps of Ge*
neral Davoust has been completely destroyed.
The loss in lulled and wounded is immense. We.
have made prisoners two generals, fifty-eight officers
of different ranks, nine thousand OHO hundred and
seventy men, seventy cannon, three standard*,
and taken the baton of. Marshal Davou-t.



E
On the 1 rth. November, being informed that the

corps of Marshal Key, forming the rear guard of
the enemy, was moving in the road leading to
Krasnoi, I made the following dispositions :

Second Report.

In order to obtain a certain victory over Marshal
Ney, and to cut oil entirely his communication with
the rest of the army, I reinforced General Millara-
dovitch with the 8th corps, giving him orders to
prevent the Marshal's advance, and to take a posi7

tion near the. villages Syrohercnic and Tcherniska.
Major General Lourkouski perceived, about three
in tlie afternoon, the enemy advancing. The thick-
ness of the fog prevented him from ascertaining his
numbers, who kept marching forwards till they were
close to our- batteries. The enemy attempting in
vain to pierce through our lines, received, at the
distance of two hundred and fifty paces, a general
discharge of musketry and of forty pieces of cannon :
the eftcct of this fire upon the enemy was extremely
fatal. Finding he had no hope of escaping, he at
length sent a flag ot trnce to General Millaradovitch.
At midnight the whole corps d'armdc of the enemy','
amounting to twelve thousand men, were obliged
to lay down their aims. All their artillery, in
number twenty-seven pieces of cannon, all the
baggage and military chest, were the fruits of our
victory. In the number of prisoners are above one

hundred officers oi> different ra-rAs. • *VFa?.-ilial
ivas wounded, but saved himself by flight, anil \v;i.s
pursued by the Cossacks beyond the Dnieper. The
loss of the enemy is enormous : according to the re-
port of the prisoners, four generals of division
were wounded. We have not lost above five hun-
dred men in killed and wounded.

/Hie army is at presfcnt. at Krasnoi, ami the ad-
vanced guard atDowbrowua, from whence we shall
follow the movements of tlxc enemy.

General Platow informs me by a private letter
annexed, that the enemy left behind him, seven-
teen' \vcfsts' from 'Sniolensk'o, a great quantity of
artillery, amounting to- one hundred and twelve
pieces.

Lettenof General Count Platoff'te the General Field
• Marshal,.- dated 17 tit November.

the signature of my report, to your
Highness, Captain Varkin arrived with the rations,
and states' that, at the distance of seventeen werbts
froin Sriiolensko', in the great Voad, he had counted
one hundred and twelve cannon, besides a' -great
number of tumbrils and carriage's. ] am not able-
to send yonr Highness V report in'form, not having
received it from the Governor of Smwlcnsko. ] join
the unanimo'us VbicVof 'fhe trtfops in pronouncing,
Houtra ? yoitv'irio'st' Serene Highness !
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