£he 1st division of infantry on the right, at Aldea
"','Eéjada, in order to secure that passage for the
“tfoops over the Zunguen; in case the niovements of
the enemy on our right flavk should render it ne-
_essiry for me to make choice either of giving up niy
“cammubieation with Ciudad Rodrigo or Salamanca.
" On the I5th in the morning I found the enemy
fortifying thieir position. at Mozarbés; which they,
had taken. up the night' before ; -at the same time
that tlfey were moving, bedies -of cavalry and in-,
fantry towards their own left, and to our cgmmuni- :
" cations with Ciudad Rodrigo. It was obvious that
it was the enemy’s ‘intention to act upon.our com-
munications ; and as they were too strong, and

£00 strongly posted” for me to think of attackiiig’l""”
them, 1 determined to move upon Ciadad Rodiigo. - :

1 therefore put the army in marchin three colamns;
and crossed the Zunguen, and then passed the
enemy’s left flank, and encamped that night on the
Vamusa. We eontinued our march successively on
the 16th, 17¢h, 18th, “and this ay, when part of
the army crossed the Agueda, and the whole will
cross that river to-morrow. Sy
.. The enemy followed.our movement on the 1Gth,
‘with a large body, probably the whole of thé ca-
valry, and a considerable hody of infantry, but’
they did not attempt to press upon.our rear. They
took advantage of the ground to cannonade our
rear guard, consisting of the light division, under
‘Major-General Charles Altén, on tl}f: 17th, on’it.Sf
passage of the'Hucbra at. Sau' Muiioz, and ocea-;
“sioned sonie loss. ) e e
The ‘troops have suffered considerably from’ the
“severity ‘of ,the wedther,’ which, since the 15th,
‘has been worse than I lhave cver known. it at this
season of the year. ot
_Tam sorry to add, that we have had the misfor-
“tune to lose Lieutenan(t-Geneial Sit Edward Paget,;
.who was taken pfisoner on' the 17l He com-:
manded the céntre column, and* the fall of raim;
Taving gréatly injured the roadsand swelled the,
rivulets, there was du interval bétween the 5th and
“7eh divisions of infadtiy. Sir Edward rodé to’ the

-

rear alone, . to discover the cause of this interval, |

and, as'the road passed through g wodd, "ejther a
“detachment of the enemy's cavalry had got tdpon
* the road, or he missed'the road, and fell into their
hands in the wgod. T understand that Sir Edward
"\as not wounded, but I'cannot ‘sufficiently. regret
{he loss of his astistance at this moment. .
In my dispatch of the 7th inst. I communicated
“to’your Lordship my opinion of the strength qf the
’en'e'r_ny, as far as T é_O‘lﬂd ‘ju‘dge“of’ ‘.it from th"eire-
_ports I'had reccived, ‘aid "from what T had’ scen.
1 Tiave since ledrat that Gerteral. Caffarelli, “Wwith the
army of the North, certainly remainied j‘oinéd'with
the. army of Portugal.. Joséph Buonaparte left
BIadrid on the 4th nistant, and arrived at Pena-
randa on the 8th, leaving at Madrid the civil au-
thorities of his government, and a' small garrison,
"Fliese authorities and_troaps evacuated Madrid on
"the 7th, and marched for Castile;" and Colonel
Don Juan Palaréa the Medico' took possession of
Cshateity, 0 ‘ P
Your Lordship will have seen General Balleste-
ros’s letter of the 24th. of October, to - the Re-
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_him at my suggestion, to march his troops fnto La
Mancha, and bang upen the enemy's left flank,
because the Regency and Cortes had offered me the
chief command of the Spadish armies. )

-The whole of thé ‘efiemly’s disposeable force in
Spain was therefore upon the Tormes in the middle
g ?t this month; and they were certainly not less

lian eighty thousand men, but more prokiably.nifety
.thousand ; of these ten-thousand were cavalry ; and
as the army ,of Portugal alone liad:one hundred
pieces of cannon, it is probuble that'they' had not
less in all the armies than two hundred pieces.
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o~ (Iinclosure, Noo 1) e oo,

8IR, *' 7 V. Alba de Tormes, Nov. 11, 1812,
*» T HAVE. the hopour tq report the steps I have
taken to carry into effect your instructions for the
defence of this place, “which, X aih happyto say,
-have obliged the chemy to withdraw the greatest
‘part of -the force opposed to us; and I feel almost
confident we shall be able to retain our position as,
long as’ you may deem cxpedient.

1 yesterday garrisoned ard provisioned the castle,
and by the exertions of Captain Goldfinch of the
engineers, it is put into as good a state a§ circum~
stances will admit ; he is continaing strengthening .
it, Cuptain.Goldfinch has been of great assistance
tome.. ol e

I have appropriated to cach regiment a, district,of
this.town, rand the. commanding officer * hias barri-
caded the strects, and buildings in a very judicious
‘manner. Brigadier Da Costa and Campbeli's byi-
gades ‘are in'our position’ on the left bank ‘of ‘the
Tormes. . Brigadiey Campbell ‘reports” his' having
caused the ‘enemy some 16ss,” in their attempt to

;pass a fopd. near, his. position.

., Lieuténant-Colonel Tulloh' has madé so good an
arrangemient of bis.';“'b “brigades' of ‘guns, that,
united with the position of the twp brigadeés of in-
fantry on, the left bank "of the Tormes, 1 consider
‘my flanks secure, N

Barly yésterday itiérning Majot Geéneral “Long,

commanding the cavalry in front, reported that the -
_enemy were advancing, in great force ;° 1 was there~
tore induced to retire the ¢avalry. S .

"About ten o'clock the enemy appeared on the
Leights in considerable force of cavalry, and a few
infantry, covering, as I conceived, a reconnoissance
- of several officei's of rank, About “two o’clock the
enemy’s force was increased to fifteen squadrons,
‘and six thousand iufantry, and twenty guis, id-
“cluding six six-inch howitzers, . which immediately
comeéiiced firing, and continued until it was dark,
“The enemy’s light troops advanced close to the walls
"we had hastily thréwn up; but from the- cool and
steady condict of the 51st regiment, Celonel Stew-
art ; 71st regithent, the Honourable Colonel Cado-..
gan ; the 92d, Colonel Cameron ;- General How-
ard’s brigade, the enemy dared not attempt the
town, ¢ Lo R

© About cighit o’elock ‘in. the evening .1 was re-
peatedly informed that the encmy’s-infantry was
considerably incredsing, which induced.ane:to order
three battalions of - Brigadier - Da Costa’s <brigade
“into town, leaving his other’ battalion foy the pro<
tection of the fords, The enemy during tlie -night

gency, from which you will Qbs‘cry‘tlz,'tbgit he had
disobeyed tlie orders "of the Governiuent, given to

withdrew “theis” artillery, and I have lefta small




