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Foreign-bﬁce, Noz'aember 11, 1812.
DISPATCH, of which the following is a
copy, has heen this day recgived from Xis

Excellency General Viscount Cathcart, His Ma-

Jjesty’s Arhbaésédor Extraordinary and Plenipoten-

tiary-a the Court of Saint Petersburgh, addressed

one of His Ma-

Jesty s mecxpﬂl Sccretanes of State,

r

l\IY Lorb.

y - HAVE the pleasure to acquaint your Lordship
that the.guns are now firing; and Te Deum is
to be sung to-morrow in the cathedral, for a most
brilliant affair on the 18th between the advanced
guards of the Freneh and Russian armies near Mos-
cow in which the former, under Murat, werc de-
feated with gi-eat loss ; 5 and for the deliverance of
Moscow by General Vszm"cwde on the 22d
Oitober.

St. Petersburgh, Oct. 27, 1812,

The bulletm is not yet publxshed but I ha\c the
honom to enclose a copy of the note I- have this |

momlpg received, by the Empqpx s command,

d have also enclosed a translation “of the "bfficial
account of the defeat of Marshal St. Cyr by Count
Wittgenstein, and of the storming of Polotzk on
the 20th October, as also that of the repulse of
Marshal Macdonald’s corps by General Steinheil.

Lieutenant-General Count Wittgenstein hasbéen
promoted to the rank .of Genceral of cavalry, and
Te Deum for his victory svas sung yesterday,

1t appears that Prince Schwartzenberg has re-
tired to the westward, leaving some corps which
have been' cut off ; that the pxo\mce of Volhyma
’s entirely cleared of the enemy ; and that Adhiral

“of battle,

] "Tchichagoﬂ" maj probably have reached Minsk

about or soon .after the 21Ist October.
I have the honour to be, &ec.
(Signed) CATHCART,

{Translation of First Enclosure.)
St. Petersburgh, October 27, 1812.
ON the 18th October Marshal Kutusoff having
learnt that the corps of Victor had quitted Swo-
lensk to reinforce the Grand Army, resolved to
attack the advanced-guard, under the orders of Mu-
rat, being 45,000 strong, iu face of our troops, in
order to defeat the same before the junmction of
Victor, and before Napoleon could support him
with the main body of his army. The attack com-
pletely succeeded : thirty eight picces of cannon
fell into our hands, as well as a standard of honour
bélonghiw to the first regiment of cuirassiers. We -
have made 1500 prisoners, amongst whom is a
General. Two thousand men were left on the field
Qur loss is inconsiderable. .
On the 22d, the corps of General \Vlnzmgerode
entered DMoscow, and obliged the garrison which
the cnemy had left in it, to evacuatc that capital in
such haste, that the French 'hospitals remained in
our power.

{Second Enclosure.}
Euatract from the Report of General Count Wittgen~

stein to His Imperial Majesty, dated Polotzl: the
20¢h October 1812,

AFTER a hard engagement for two days with
the enemy, -thanks to the Almighty, Marshal

Gouvion St, Cyr is on the other side of the Dwioa.

and I am inPolotzk, with the corps entrusted to
thy compand,




T 9264 T

On the 6th instant, T directed Lxeutenant-Gcne-
tal Prince Jaschevil to attack with his defachment
the enemy on the side of the ‘r‘iﬂhgé Guratitcline,
whilst Licutenant-Genéral Count ‘Steinheil con-
tinued his march this way on’ the lcft bank of the
Dswina. : o '

The e‘ﬁeﬁly’s advanced gudrd 1'é'ceived me dt -the
village Guravitchne, from whence it was driven
into the lines. The cigagement was most bloody,
it beguu at six in the niorning and lasted till night.
1 kept my ground, afid compelled the enemy to re-

treat within his intrenchments, ‘whence he kept up

a very heavy cannonade in all directions. The
following morning, the 7th, I did not undertake
any thing, because I waited for the- attack of
Licutenant-General Count Steinheil on the other

side of the Dwina, {‘hich took place dc;:or(li1151v_
He drove the énémy from “the vnllage Bolonia, amf

pursued him towards Polotzk. "I réceived this in-
telligence a little before dark, and, in brder to profit
of the situation in which the edemy found himself,
T attacked, on the evening of -the. 7th, at five
o'clock, and drove him out of lis strong entrench-
ments, to which success Lieutenant-General Conist
Steinbeil's movement greatly contributed,

The enciy then thiew himseélf into the town,
which- is suriouinded by a’double pallisadc, where
he’ maintained himself neaxly the whole mnight,
keeping up a condtant fire of musketry on all sides
from behind the pallisades, as well as out of the
houses. I gave orders for my érdiance to fire
vpon thém with rownd and grape, and ‘at last di-
récted my advanced guard to storm the place in
two divisions, the-first under the command of Ma-

jot-Generals “Platoff and Diébitch, "and the other,

uadet the cox’nmand of Colonel Rledlger, of ‘the

Grodno regiment of hussats, ~ Lieutenant-Gene-

ral’ Cazanote, as soon as lie pemencd tha.t hxs,
troops were close before Pofotzk tluew blﬂ]SC]f~

also wpon’ the enem), and was the ﬁrst “ho
marched with them into thé town. In tlus man-,
ner, at three in the morning of the 8th, the place
was carried.

The loss of ‘the crieny must be éxtr’ziér;}'iriéi-ily
great, for all the places ‘of action are coverel with
dead bodies ; and according to thé'report of the
inhabitants, he was employed the whele of the pre-
ceding day in carrying weunded ten to the other
side. Marshal Gouvion St. Cyr -is himself wound-
edmthclcg CoL e

©
1

We hate faken pmoners fdrty five Staff and su-
perior officers, and two thousand rank and file
among the foricr (here are' two colonels, We
have also taken one piecé ‘of ‘cannon, and a corisis
derable. qu'mtxty of provisions in the magazine,
| whlcb the enam'y had notltime to.destroy.. = *

The encmy’s loss woufd have been mucly g‘feater
“if the Licatenant-General Count Steinheil had been
-able to follow him te Polotzk, 'but to his great mor-
tification hie was stojpped by the mtervcntmn of su-
peiidr force five \exsts from’ the’ town.
is not mconSIdcnabIe "of ihe genevals, are wound-
-&d MaJm -General Balkin the head, Prince
Libirgkoi and Harman, who have slight ‘contusions.
Colonel Rote of ‘the 26th Jagers severely wounded
in the(lcg, and the geatleman of the Bedchamber,
Mordvino, a2 commander in the first Petersburgh
Militia, has 1ost his leg by a catnon shot.”

I éan say nothing: further of your Impenal Mz
jesty's troops,
greatest possiblé valour'; that the st Petersburgh
buted in the differerit legnucnts and to the dellght
_of cvery body these waitiors have feught with “sucli

ceeded by their comrades, the old soldiers and t-hey
hare distinguishéd - themselves 'in a pamcular
mnnner in colamns, with® the” bayonet,,under ‘the
direction of thelt” brave 1eader Senatm Bxbnkoﬁ’.

mote from its having been almost impossd)le to keep
the men back-ift columm, -from their ‘eagerticss to
;luow thcmsd\'es mto the- eném'y‘s batterles and
hnh. ‘ R ’ '

"Theré is dlso’a report of the ")lot October by
I Lieut.-General Count Steinbeil, detmlmg the par-

donald -on “the' left bank- 6f the Dwina,' hanng

- Utchatch.. :He drove fhem, in conéett with ‘Count
'Wxttvenstem, within four versts of Polotzk, at tﬁe
-same time. that Couat’ Wxtt.genstem ‘stotimédl “that'*

| vented furtlrer proceedings..
'Killed qnd wounded, GeneralSteinheil made: one
colonel ‘one staff oﬁicm, thirty-seven ¢ther officers;

privates, pnsonexs The Lieutenant-General speaks
‘in the’ highest ter ms “of commendatlon of the assiste

: Gcncral Phov. . o e
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“Oar loss

than that they bave tought with the

militia,. upon -its airivhl-in my éﬁnii);'\iaé distri- -

good will and courage, that they could not be éx- ’

We bave few killed, but maﬁy wounded, and the' '

ticulars of his engan'unent with the corps of Mac- .

. fallen fnswvith the chémy on the tih ‘éar the- Fiver

.pflace“ The extreme datkness of -the. Wiight pre-
Without * courting: -

and five hundred nen- -commissioned ' officers and’\

‘ance ke derit ed h om rhu able exertions of, Majoge: -
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