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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1812.

Foreign-Office, October -7, 1812.
DISPATCH, of which the following Is a
copy, was this day received by Viscount

Casttcteagh, His Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State for Foreign AlFairs, from His Excellency
Viscount Cathcart, His Majesty's Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Court of the
Emperor of All the Ilussias.

MY LORD, St. Petersburgh, Sept. 13, IS 12.
AM most happy in having to begin my corre-
spondence from St. Peterstmrgh, by announc-

ing that the arms of His Imperial Majesty liavc
been victorious in a most obstinate and general
action, fought on the 7th September, at'the village
of Brodino, between Mojaiske and Tjate, on the
g-rcat road from Smolerisk to Moscow.

It appears that Buonaparte -had conetfrfcratcd 'his
forces-after the affair of Smolensk.

Prince Kontousoff, on his part, had selected a
position, and had established his forces in its vi-
cinity. • •

On the 4th September 'the enemy made a rc-
connoissance m force, and was driven back with
loss.

On the 5th September, the-French attacked the
left, and wore repulsed with considerable slaughter,
both in the action and in the 'retreat, and With -the
loss of seven or eight pieces tof ordnance.

On the 6th September, -nothing of conseqtKmce
took place; but Prince Koutousoft brought up his
reserves, completed his dispositions, and added se-
veral entrenchments, and batteries On his.heft.

On the 7th September, -under cover of a thick
mist, the French .again atf&cketi the left with great
impetuosity, and with all the means and successions
of fresh troops that they have hitherto employed in
tfccir most desperate -escrti^na.

'They were received by tile division's of grenadier*
belonging to the left wing, commanded by Prince
Bagration; and the centre of the Russian line
having in its turn attacked the mass directed against
the left> the affair became general.

Prince Koutousoff dates his dispatch from the
field of battle.

The enemy are stated to have covered their re*
treat by the Wirtcmb'erg infantry, and by large
corps of cavalry.

General Platow, however, with the Cossacs fol*
lowed t!hem, and killed or took great numbers.

The enemy retreated -upwards of thirteen versts.
I have detained this dispatch two days, in expecta-
tion of further events, and of .a more detailed report,
but as letters have been received as late us the 9th
September, 1 have thought it expedient to transmit
in its present form, the account of an affair which
must for ever add lustre to the military achievements
of this empire, and which, though it may not ba
decisive, must at least prove a most important fea-
ture in the "history of this war.

I have seen letters .from distinguished officers -of
great'experience ; they consider this us .by far th«
most dreadful and destructive engHgement tkey
ever witnessed, infinitely .beyond that of Prussian
Bylaw.

Several general xxfficers have been wounded, .be-
sides those named -} and the loss of -officer* .of ?other
ranks isolated to .have been .in proportion totthat of
the men. I 'have not heard the 'Russian Joss ;usti-
•mated at loss than twenty-five thousand men.

The loss of the French should be infinitely
.greater, because of the .pursuit, ^iiid .because the
fire of tlieir artillery ceased at an early hour, while
that of the Russians continued as long as the guns
could be brought to bear.

'The n«w failed 'troops Tfom !VIosco\T


