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Foreign-Office, October -7, 1812

. DISPATCH, of which the following is a

copy, was this day reccived by Viscount
Castlereagh, His Majesty’s Priucipal Secretary of
State for Foreign Alfairs, from His Excellency
Viscount Cathcart, His Majesty’s Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Court of the
Emperor of All the Russias,

My Lorp, St. Petersburgh, Sept. 13, 1812.
I AM miost happy in having to begin my corre-

spoudence from St. Petershurgh, by announc-
ing that the arms of His Imperial Majesty have
been victorious in a most obstinate and general
action, fought on the 7th September, at the village
of Brodine, between Mojaiske and Tjate, on ‘the
great road from Smolensk to Moscow.

At appears that Buouaparte had concéntrated his
forces atter the affair of Smolensk.

Prince Koutousoff, on his part, had sclected a
position, and had established his forces in its vi-
Ginity. »

On the 4th Scpteniber the encmy made a re-
connoissance in force, and was driven ‘back with
loas.

On the 5th September, the French attacked the
left, and wore repulsed with considerable slanghter,
both in the action and in the vetreat, and with the
loss of seven or eight picees:of ordnunce.

On the 6th Scptember, -nothing of conseguence
took place ; but Prince Koutousoff brought up 'his
reserves, conipleted his- dispositions, ant! added se-
veral entrenchments, and batteries -on his reft,

On the 7th September, -under cover of a thick,
mist, the French agiim sittacket! the léft with great
impetuosity, and with all the means and successions
of fresh troops that they have hitherto employed in

Wi most despergee-esertigns, .

“They were received by the divisions of grenadiers
belonging to the left’ wing, communded by Prince
Bagration ; and the centre of the Russian line
having in its turn attacked the inass dirgcted against
the lett, the affair became general.

Prince Koutousoff dates his dispatch from the
field of battle,

The enemy are stated to have covered their res
treat by the Wirtcmberg infantry, and by large
corps of cavalry.

Generdl Platow, however, with the Cossacs fole
lowed them, and killed or took great numbers,

The enemy retrcated upwards of thirteen versts,
I have detained this dispatch two days, in expecta-
tion of further eveuts, and of a more detailed report,
but as letters have been received as lite as the 9th

| September, 1 havé thought it expedient to transmit

in ity present form, the account of an affair which
must for ever add lustre to the military achievements
of this empire, and which, though it may not be
decisive, must 4t least prove a most important fea-
ture in the history of this war.

T haxe secn letters from distingnished officers -of
great-experience ; -they consider this -as by fur the
most dreadful and destructive engagement they
cver witnessed, ivfinitely beyond that of Prussian
Eylaw, : :

Several general officers have been ‘wounded, ;be~
sides those named ; and the loss of -officers of :other
ranks is stated to have been.in propostion to ¢hat of
the men, I 'have not heard the Russian loss esti-

mated at less than twenty-five thousand men, -

“The loss of the Freuch should be infmitely

greater, because of the jpursuit, and .because the

fire of 'théir artillery ceased at an early hour, while
that of the Russians coutinued as long as the guns
could be brought tu bear. ‘

The new Tiked troops om Dloscow weve




