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THURSDAY, JUNE 18, 1812.

WAR DEPARTMENT.
Downing-Street, June 17, 1812,

"MAJOR CURRIE, Aide-de-Camp to Licute-

nant-General Sir Rowland ¥Miil, -arrived this
Eveniyg at Lord Bathurst's Office with a Dispatch,
of which the following is an Extract, addressed to
the Earl of Liverpool by General the Earl of Wel-

_lington, dated Fuente Guinaldo, 28th May 1812.

WHEN T found that the enemy had retired from
this froatier, on the 24th of April, I directed Lien-
tenant General Sir Rowland Hill to carry into exe-
cution the operations against-the enemy’s posts and

* establishments at the paséage of the Tagus at Al-

maraz.,

Owing to the necessary preparations for this ex-
pedition Licutenant-General Sir Rowland Hilkcauld
not begin his march, with part of the 2d division of

-infantry, till the 12th instant, and he attaimed the

objects of his cxpedition on the 19th, by taking
by storm Forts Napolepnand Ragusa, and the tetes-
du-pont and other works, by which the enemy's
‘bridge was guarded, by destroying those forts and
works, and the enemy’s bridge and-establishments,

" and by taking their magazines and two hundred and

fifty-ninc prisoners, and cighteen pieces of cannor.
I have the honour to enclose Lieutenant-General
8ir:-Rowland Hill’s report of this brilliant exploit;
and I beg to draw your Lordship's attention to the
difficulties with which he had to contend, as well
from the nature of the country, as from the works
-which the enemy had constructed, and to the ability
and the characteristic qualities displayed by Lieu-

"“sengnt-General Sir Rowland Hill in persevering in

i line, and confinving himself to the objects chalked

out by his instructions, notwithstanding the various
abstacles opposed to his progress,

1 have nothing to add to Licutenant-General Sir
R. Hill's report of the conduct of -the officers and
troops under his. command, excepiing to.express
‘ay concurrence.in-alt hevsa{‘s in their praise, Too

rave officers and troops
avho took by storm, without the assistance of can-
mon, such works as the enemy's forts on both banks

!

of the Tagus, fully garrisoned, in good erfler, smd
defended by eighteen-pieces of aztillery. S
Your Lordship is aware that the-voad of Almarg
affords the only goor military communication agrass
the Tagus, and from -the Tagus to the Guadiana,
below Toledo. All the permanent bridges belgpw
{he hridge of Arzobispo have-been ‘destroyed during
the war, by ong or othier of -the belligerents, and
the enemy:have found it impossible to tepair them.
Their bridge which Lieutenant-Gengexal Sir Rew-
land Hill ias destroyed, was one of boats; and I
doubt their having the means of replacing it. The
commumications from the bridges of Arzobispo and
Talavera to the Guadiana, .are very difficult, and
cannot ‘be deemgd military -communications for a
large army. “The vesult then of Licutenani-Gemeral
‘Hill's rexpedition, has -been ‘to.cat off the shertest
ahrk bost cammmmication -between the aymies;of the
South and. of Postegal, :
Nearly about the time that the enemy’s:troops,
reported in my last dispatch to have moved into the
Condado de Niebla, marched frem Seville, it is re-
ported that another considerdble detaclanent wader
Marshal Soult went towards the blockade of Cadiz,
-and it was expected that apother attack.avas to-be
made upon Tarifta, - .
. It appears, however, that the cosmy weeeived
early intelligence of Sir Howland H#l's mareh.
The troops under the commamd of General Drouet
made a.movement to-their left,” ahd arrivedl upen
the Guadiana at Medellin on: the 17th instant ; and
on the 18th, a detachment of the cavalry under the
command ofthe same Genersl drove in, as far as
Ribera, the picquets of Licutcannt-General Sir Wil-

.liam Erskine’s division of eavalry, which ‘had »e-

mained in Lower Estramaduea, with a . pust of the
2d division of jufantry, and Lieutensnt<Geneya]
Hamilton’s division ef infawtry. Mashal Soult
likewise moved from the blockade-of Cudlz towawis
Cordava ; and the troops which had marched from
Seville into the Condado -de  Niehla, yeturned to
Seville nearly about the same time; but Licute-
nant-General Sir Rowland Hill had attained his ah-
Ject on the 19th, and had returned to Truxilio, and
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was beyond all risk of being attacked by a superior

'force on the 21st. The enemy's troops have re-
tired into Cordova. X :
Sinee the accounts have been received of Licute-
nant-General " Sir Rowland Hill's expedition, the
encmy's troops have likewise been put in motion in

Old and New Castile ; the st division, under Ge-.
neral Foy, and a division of the Army -of theA

" Centre pnder General D*Armagnac, crossed the

Tagus by the bridge of Arzobispo on the 21st, and,

have moved by the road of Deleytosa, to relieve
or withdraw the post which still remained in the
tower of Mirabete,

The whole of the army of Portugal have like-
wise made a movement to their lett; the 2d di-
vision being on the Tagus, and Marshal Marmont's
‘head-quarters have heen removed from Salamanca
‘to Fontieros, ' =

By a letter from Sir Howard Douglas, of the
24th instant, I learn that the troops under General
Bonnet, after having made two plandering excar-
sions towards the frontiers of Gallicia, had again
entered the Asturias, and was on the 17th in pos-
session of Oviedo, Gijon, and Grado. )

. In the meantime the troops under General Men-

.. dizabel are in possession of the town of Burgos,

the enemy still keeping the eastle ; and jin all parts

- of the country the boldness and activity of the

chiefs of Guerillas are increasing ; and their ope-

. mations against the enemy are becoming daily more
" important, N ’

I forward this dispatch by Major Currie; Aide-de-

- Camp to Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill,

whom I beg leave to recommend to your Lord-

~ ship’s notice and protection,

My Lorp, Truxillo, May 21, 1812,

¥ HAVE the satisfaction to aequaint your Lord-

ship, thut your instructions relative to the sapture

. and destruction ‘ef the enemy’s works at Almaraz

have been most fully carried into 'effect by a de-

- sachment of troops under my orders, which marched
from Almendralcjo on the 12th instant,

The bridge.was, as your Losdship knosws, pro-

- teeted by strong works thrown up. by the. French

- en both sides of the ‘river; and further covered on

* the southern side by the castle and redoubts of

Mirabete about a league off, commanding: the pass

. .of- that wmame, through which runs the road te

Madrid, being the only one passable for carriages

- of any description by which the bridge can be ap-

proached.
* The works on the left bank of the-tiverwere a
. tite-du-pont, built'of masonry, and strongly en-
- trenched, and on the high ground above it, a large
: and well-constracted fort, called Napoleon, with
an. interior intrenchment, and loopholed tower in
its ceritre. This furt contained nine pieces of can-
- men, with a.garrison of between four and five hun-
Wred men. There being also on the ppposite side
Pf the xiver, on a height immediately above the
bridge,- a very complete fort recently: constructed,
which flanked and added much-to- its ‘defence;"
- Ot the morning of the F6th, the troops reathed
 Jaraiccjo, and the same evening marched in three
columns; the left column, cemmanded by Lieute-.

- rant-General Chiswne (28th and 34th regiments,

under ‘Coloncl Wilson,-and the 6th Portoguese Ct-
¢adores), towards the castle of Mirabete;. the righ€
column, under Major-General Howard (50th, 71st,
‘and 92d regiments), which I accompatiied myself,.
to a pass in the mountains, through which a most -
difficult and circuitous foot-path leads by the village:
of Romangordo to the bridge ; the centre column,
upder Major-General Long (6th and 18th Portu-
guese infantry, under Colonel Ashworth; and.13th
light dragoouns; with the artillery), advauced upon

the high read to the pass of Mirabete. .- .

The two flank columns were provided,with lad-
ders, and it was iutended that either of them should

| proceéd to escalade the forts against ‘which they

“were divected, had circumstances proved favourable ;

the difficulties, however, which- each .bad to en-

couptei on its march were such, .that it was impos-
sible for them to reach their respectivé points betore.
daybréak ; I judged it best therefore, as there was.
no longer a possibility of surprize, ta defer the at-

tack, until we should be better acquainted withi the
nature and position of the works, and the troops.
bivouacked on the Leina,

I determined on endeavouring to penetrate to the
bridge by the mountain path lcading through the
village of Roman gordo, although, by that means,.
T should be deprived of the use of my artillery.

- On the evening of the 18th L.moved with Major.
Gencral Howard's. brigade; and the 6th Portuguese.
regiment for the operation, provided-with scaling:
ladders, &e. Although the distance marched did not
exceed five or six miles, the difficultics of the road;
were such, that with the: united excrtions of officers
andmén, the column could not be formed for the at-
tack before daylight:  Confiding, however, in the-
‘valoar of theé-troops, I ordered the -immediate as--
sault ot Fort Napoleon. My confidence was fuly
justified by the event, : :

The 1st- battalion of. the 58th, and one wing of
the 71st. regiment, regacdless of the enemy's ar-
tillery’ and.musquetry, escaladed the work in three
places, nearly‘at the same time. The enenry secm-
ed at first determined, and his.fire was destractive,

‘J but the ardour of our trosps was irresistible, and

‘the-garrison was-driven at the point of the bayenet,
through the several intrenchments of the fort and
Tete da Pont, across the bridge, which haviag
been cut by those on the opposite side of the river,
many leaped into the river and thus perished, .

The inipression made upon the enemy’s. troops
was such, that panic soon communicated .itself to
those on the right-bank of the river, and Fort Ra-
guse was- instantly abandoned, the garrison flying
in the greatest confusion towards Naval Moral.

1 cannot sufficiently praise the conduct of the
50th and 71st regiments, to whom the assault fell.
“The cool and steady manner in which they formed’
and advanced, and the intiepidity with which tliey
mounted - the ladders, and carricd-the place, was
worthy of those distinguished corps, and the officers
who led them.

Could the-attack have been made before day, the -
‘92d regifnent, nnder Lieuterrant-Colonel Cameron,
and.the remainder of the 71st regiment, under the
: Honourable Lieatenant-Colonel Cadogan, were -to
‘have escaladed’ the téte-du-pont, and effected the

destruction of the bridge, at thie same time that thg
attack was made on Fort Napoleerr, The impossi
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bility of advancing deprived them of this opportunity
of distinguishing themselves, but the share which
they, had in the operation and the zeal which they
displayed, entitles them to my warmest comsnen-

dation, aud I cannot avoid to mention the steadiness |.

and good discipline of the tth Portuguese infantry,
and two companies of the G0th regiment, under

Colonel Ashworth, which formed the reserve to.

this attack.

QVur operations in this quarter were much fa-
vourcd by a diversion made by Lieutenant-General
- Choswne, with the teoops under his orders, against
the castle of Mirabete, which succeeded i inducing
the encmy to belicve that we should not attack the

forts pear the bridge, until we had formed the pass, -

and: thus have made way forour artillery. The
Lieutenant-General conducted this operation, as-
well as bis former advance, entirely_to my satisfac-
tion. I regret much that the peculiar situation of
Mirabcte should have prevented my allowing the
gallant corps under his orders to follow up an opera-
- tion which they had commenced with mucl spirit,
and were so anxious to compleat. -

I cannot too strongly express how much T am
satisfied with the conduct of Major-General How-,

- ard through the whole of this operation, the moat
arduous .part of which has fallén to his share ; and
particularly of the:manner-in which he led his bri-
gade to the assault. He was ably assisted by his
Staff, Brigade-Major Wemyss, of the 50th,. and
Lieutenant Battersby, of the 23d Light Dragoons.

To Major-General Long I am also indebted for
his assistance, aithough his column was not imine-
diately.engaged.

Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart and Major Harrison,
of the 50th, and Major Cotlier, -of the 71st, com-
manded the three attacks, and led them in a most
gallant and spirited manner., R

I have received the greatest assistance from Lieu-

- tenant-Colonel Dickson, of the Royal Artillery,
whom, with a brigade of twenty-four-pounders, a

. companry: of British and one of Portuguese artillery,
your Lordship was pleased to put under my or-
ders ; circumstauces did not permit his guns being
brought into play; but his -exertions, and those of
his officers and men during the” attack and des
struction of the place, werc unwearied, In the lat-
rer service Lieutenant Thiele, of the Royal Ger-
man artillery, was blown up ; and we have to re-
gret in him a most. gallant officer ; he had parti-
cularly distinguished himself in the assault. Lieu-
tenant Wright, of the Royal Engineers, has also
rendered me very essential service ; he is a®maost in-

telligent, gallant, and meritorious officer ; and 1 |

must not.omit also to mention Lieutenant Hillier,
of the 29th regiment, whose knowledge of this
part of the country proved of great assistance.
Your Lordship-will observe, from the return of
ordnance and'stores which I have. the honour to
enclose, that Almaraz has been considered by the
encmy in the light of a most important station ;
and T am happy to state that its destruction has

been most complete. The towers of masonry which,

were in Forts Napoleon and Ragusa have been en-
tirely levelled ; the ramparts of both in‘great mea-
sure. destroyed ; and the- whole apparatus of the
bridge, together with the work-shops, magazines,
and every piece of. timber which could be found,
entirely destroyed,

- A colour, belonging to the fourth battalion of”
'the Corps Ltranger, was taken by the 7ist regi-
ment, and I shall have the honour of ferwarding
it to your Lordship, .

Our loss has not been severe, considering the
circumstances under which the attack was made. I
enclose a list of the killed and wounded. Captain-
Candler, of the 50th regiment, (the only officer
killed in the assault) has, Iam sorry to say, left a
large family to deplore his loss. He was one of the
first to mount the laddor, and fell upen the parapst,
after giving a distinguished example to his men.

T<have had frequent occasions to meniion to
-your Lordship in terms of the highest praise. the
conduct of. Lieutenant-Colonel Rooke, Assistant™
Adjutant-General.  During the whole period L
have had a separate command in this country, thae:
officer has been with me, and rendered most ‘essen-
tial service to my corps ; on the present expedi-
tion he has eminently distinguished himself, and I~
beg leave particularly to notice his conduct., ¥our -
Lordship is also aware of the merits of Lieuten
nant-Colonel Offeney, myAssistant Quarter-Master-
General, of whose valuable: aid. 1. have been de-
prived during the latter part of “this expedition.
Though . labouring under severg illness, he accom--
panied me, tothie serious detriment of his health, .
and until 1t was totally impracticable for him to s
proceed.  Captain Thorn, Deputy-Assistant Quar- -
ter-Master General, succeeded to his ditties ; and I+
am indebted to him for-his assistance,.and alse to -
Major Hill and my personal staff,

The Marquis d¢ Almeida, Member of'the Junta -
‘of Esttemadura, has dore me the honour to ac- -
company me, since I have been in the province : L.
bave received from him, as welk as from the people, .
the most réady and eftectual assistance which ig -
"wassin their power to bestow. . | -

Major Currie, my Aid-de Camp, will deliverto-
Jyour Lordship tbis dispatch, and the coléur .taken 1
from the. enemy, and-will be.able ta give you any -
further particulars. 1 %t&.rcaommen& “him to.»
your Liordship. . & .

I have & henour to be, &c.-
(Signed) R. HITLE, Lieut. Gen. .

I enclose a return of prisoners, in numbér two -
hundred and fifty-nine, including the Gayernor, one -
Lieutenant-Colonel, and ‘6ftéen officers. I alo
transmit a return of provisions in the forts near the -
bridge, takem from one signed by the chief of the -
French” Commissariat on the 18th of Mayx

Return of Killed and HWounded-of thé Avmy under -
the Command 1is Excellency General the Earl+
of Wellington, &. B. under the immediate O-ders .
of Lieutenant-General 8Sir:Rowlarnd Hill, K. B.
at the Storm and Capture of Fort Napoleon, and -

. the Enemy’s other-Heoorks,in-the Neighbourhood of -

s Almaraz, on. the .Morning of the 19th of May, |

To1812,

Royal Artilery—3 rank and file younded. .

T Royal Engineers—1 lieatenant wounded.

King's German, Artillery—! lieatenant killed. «

. 1st Batt. 28th Reg.—2 rank and file wonnded.?.

" Ist Batt. 50th Reg.—1 captain, 27 rank and file;-,
killed ; ] captain, 3 lieutenants, 3 ensigns, 6 ser~

. Jeants, 87 yank and file, wounded: .
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'lst Batt. 7lst Reg ~1 sechant 3 rauk and ﬁ]e,'
kllled 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 1 ensign, 4 ser-
eants, 1 drummer, 23 rank and file, woundcd
~Ist Batt: 92d Reg.—2 rank and file, ‘wounded.
Total British loss<—I" captain, -1 lieutenant, 1 |
serjeant, 30 rank and file, killed; 2 captains,
6 lieutenants, 4 ensigns, 10 serJLdnts , I dlum-
mer; 117 rank and ﬁle, wounded, -

Portuguese Artillery—2 rank and file wounded.
.6th Cacadores—1 ensign, 1 rank and ﬁlc, wounded,
Total Portuguese loss—} ensign, 3 rank and file,

wonrded. -

General Total—1 captain, 1 heutenant 1 ser-
jeant, 30 rank and file, killed ; 2 captains, 8
lieutenants, 5 ensigns, 10 serjeants, 1 drum-
mer, 120 rank and file, wounded.

Names of Officers killed and wounded.
Killed.
kmg ] German Artillery—Lieatenant Thicle, blown

oOth Reg —-Captain Candler.

) Wounded

Rbyal Engineers—Lieutenant Wright, slightly.
50;11 Foot—Captain Sandys, severely ; Lieutenant
Memsworth, severely ; Licuterant Patterson,
«shght.lyl,, ,Lle{rtenant Richardson, severely ; En-
sign ( Goddard, severely ; Ensigns Crofton. and
Goifrey, slightly.

_71st Peotr—Captain Grant, dangerously (since
dead); Lientenant Lockwood, severely; Lieu-
tenant Ross ‘and Ensign MKenzie, shghtly !

Qedeisrely

*

. Seturn. of. Ordnaice and Stores captyréd at the Brutg'p
“of . Almaraz, on t)ze Morning qu 98 of May ¥ 4

tenant General Sir Rowland Hall B,
I%'r‘&@apoleog

Brass Ordnance maunted;

yix-pounder,-} fani-poy
1tzu's

+

nd of Licu- §¢

e foe- oun‘ders, 1}
. élx-mch hows i :

every thmg d«.stroyed the exm,t qxxantxty was not
ascertained,

120,000 Muskct-ball cartridges.
.;00 Six-inch shells,
380 Rounds of case-shot of various calibre.
413 Muskets with bayonets.

20 large pontoon boats, compesing the budge,~ .

with timber, comp]cte C e
60 Carriages for removing the same, and also
for the conveyance of heavy- timber,
A large proportion of rope of various dimensions ;
alse anchors, timber, tools, and ev ery thing com-
plete on 2 large estabhshmcut for keeping the
bridge and carriages irt a state of repuir,
(Signed) A. DICKSON, ILieut. Col,
Commniissary Rescrve Artillery.

Return of Qfficers, Non-commissioned Qﬂice;s, tmd
Soldiers, Prisoners of War, taken at.the storming
of the Enemy's Works at the Bridge of Almara,z,
on the Morning of the 19th May 15812, '

Governor aiid Staff—1 major, 1 captain, 1 staff, 4
non-commissioned officers and privates. N
3d Regiment of Artillery—2% non-conumssnoned of-
ficers and privates.

Enginecrs——1 captiin, 1 private.

Pontoneers—6 non-commissioned officers and pno
vates.

Sappers—8 d:tto

Gth Regiment French Infantry (Light)—1 captam,
I stafl, 48 non-commissioned officers and privates,

39th Regiment, (of the Line)—1 lieutenant-colo-

Jszggenant N %:pcn-oommxssfoned
S at prlva J imﬁ “*\
heh«g ,

102 non-commissioned officers and pii-

H

'Regunent Forexgners—-2 captains,

« . nants,
,Yatea
'Conrmlssanat——ct staﬁ' 5 non-commissioned officérs

1 " and-privates. o

"Fotal—1 lieutenant-colonel, lma;or, 5 cap-
‘tains, 3 lientenants, 7 staff, 242 non-cof-
_-missioned officers and privates,

:"""z "' “Ple du Pont.

;nph howi’tz r.
“Fort Ragusa.

re

six- pounders, 1 six-inch howitzer.
. Total—7 twekc-—poumlcrs, 5 sxx-poundcrs, 1.

4nch howitzers.—I8.

cartridges fixed to shot; but as the magazinds
were-biosrn up immediately after the capture by
~otder -6f - Licutenant-General Sir R, } ill,” and

R

- rhounted-—2 51x~pounders, 1 ten- o

Brass OleEn-CG mounted~—3 twelve-pol\mders, ¢k

ten-inch homtzel, 4 six-]

. A tonsiderable prepastion of powder in barrels anil: ; meat 18,086.

. _ :.f Price éﬁkpmce. 3

(Slgncd) J. C. ROOKE,
Lieut. Col. gnd A, A, G

tate of Provzszons in the Forts at the Bndﬂ‘e of Ale
;, marez, on the Morning of the 19th of May 1812,
. taken from e Return signed by the French Com<
; ‘Missary, dated the 1Sth of May 812,

Rations—bread 33, biscuit 29,961, rice 65, 961,

vegetables 2554, salt 23,926, oil 4428, -wine

- 1718, brandy 27,814, Tive cattle 16,848, salt

(Signed)
. "A true extract,

{Signed)  J. C. ROOKE,

‘ Lisut.:Col. and-A. A. G.

¥. PORCHET,

*



