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Mole to keep up the communication with the army
on that side, and the Mcrope to the castward;_for
thic'same purpose, whilst the Blake was teo occupy
tlic attention of the enemy opposite the Melagro.
We had scarcely reached the town, and opened our
fire, when the wind increased to a gale at N. W,

and prevented all communication by boats with the.
shore. Wt persevered, however,. under a press of
sail, standing off and on, so as to keep up the bom-
b'udment uuml da\'hgjlnt but the. assault was not
made, nor could we see any of the Spanish troops
in tln_ neighbourliood in the morning.  Anxious to
afford every encouragement in an enterprize which,

besides being of mateual service to the gcncml
causc) Would if successtul, have pxoduccd ne, in-
dividdally, such particular sat;xfactlon, we contmued
to work up under as much sail as we could carry the
next day, in order to communicate, if possible, with
the army, until at length, by the mainsail blowing
entirely out of the bolt -rope,. other sails splitting,
and the barge sinking before we could -get the car-
ronale and ammumtloﬁ out of her, T was driven to
the necessity ot anchoring for shelter just without
range of .shot to the castward of the town. Iam

stifl minformed of the particular cause which pre- |

verted the attack being made, cither on the 19th or
‘the following night, lmvuw had no direct commu-
nication with any of the chxcfs, but by short re-
quests for assistance, cir cultously conveyed, in con-
sequence of the arrival of various divisions of -the
€nemy }n those _palts amouuting to seven thousand
men. -

‘A feiv lines from Gcneral Lacy, which T rccclved
-on the 23d, induced me to push for Mataro, which
T had nearly reached on the 24th, when a very se-
vere gale from the N. E. necessquly reduced me to
storm sta}a'uls ; end Whilst persevering .off Barce-
lona, in ar endeavour to. hold our own, by keeping
the ship’s head to the ¢astward, she.was struck by
a sea, which has started all the timbers aml rail of
the head, Iedges and callmﬂs bent the iron rail
close into the bowspl it, dxcw the chock in the stern
whiéh receives the bnlt for the bumpkin shroud,
cacried aw ay the round-house and- head door, and
filled the main deck with water, so that the officers
were up to. their knees in the ward room, although
hoth” our spars and ropes stood this severe tual
without injury. I bore up for shelter at Villa Nucva,
where we were about to anchor at four . M. on
the 33th, in company with the Sparrcwhawk aund
Merope, which 1 had left to assist the Baron
&' Eroles, when the latter, which Lhad just weighed,
made thc sjgnal for the enemy upon the road to the
westward, | und ghortly afterw ards opcued her firc on
them. The gale being over, and the wind light, we
made all sajl, and soon commenced firing also. We
observed three waggons disabled and abandoned,
and consilerable discomfiture amongst the troops,
netwithstendiog the difiicalty we were under from
a heavy swell we;txlw directly on shore. Arriving
nppo:nte Vendrell we pcuenul another party com-
iy feos the westward, with cavalry, actillary, &e.
mim\'mting to some thousand men, swhich directed
their coursc in land upon our approach. e were
however enabled, by giving the guns the greatest
clevation, to discharge two or three broadsides be-
fore durk , which, 1 trust, did them material damage,
Simce this they lave never appeared upon any part

lately traversed this principality, amounting to scven

‘indiseriminate plonder.

1>

of that -eoast ; :and 1 know nothmo‘ more of the’
movements of uthel army than {from thc reports of
desperate rattles having taken place, the result of
which is so vmously stated that it is impossible to
venture an opinion \wthout more authentic intelli-
gence, .
T have the hionour to be, &e. .
(Signed) © "R, CODI‘T\CTO\

Sir L'clwcml Peilew, Baré, Vice-Admiral :

of the Rec‘l &e. &c. &e.

SIR, Blalce, off Mataro, Feb. 2, 1812.
. PASSING Barcelona on the night of the £6th,
aptam Guion brought me comuum:unons from
Captain Tower, 1esp(fctmu' the services of the Cu--
ragon, Rainbow, and Papillon, in harassing a divi-
sion of the:cnemy which was marching a}ongj the ..
coast from .the eastward, auvd in’finally obhging
them to retire, and proceed towards Bareelona by
a more circuitous route. And 1 beg to assure you, .
that their. unremitting excrtions on all occasions,
in aiding our ally on the one part, and checking .;
the progress of the enemy on the other, fu]lv entic
tle them to your. approbation, .+ . tow
On the 29th, whilst watering at Arens, ¥ rcccucd
information that the whole 1‘1,(,1}(:]1 force, which had

thousand men, (four thousand of awhich were col-
lected from the Ampmdam and.the other three .

‘thousand from the garrison of Barcelona,) were
‘| about to make a movement along the coast, I

therefore” directed Captain Tower, mst ad “of ‘re-
tarning immediately to the Medas, which he had
lately. 1supplicd with provisions and water, and.:
which could not well be in any other danger whilst -
the whole of the army was in this gnarter, to pro-
ceed with the Merope to Mataro, and concert with
the governor, Colonel O’Ryan, the most adviscable
means-for its defence. On the morning of the 30th,
the Curagoa miaking the signal that the enemy were
advancing, the Rainbow opened her fire upon them
near” Vilasar, as did the Cuora¢od and Merope upon
their-approach to Mataro. 1. wcwhed immediately,
and worked up to that place, '1ccomp91ned by the
P'\pjllon which just then joined me, having been’
driven, in company with the Triton tlanspmt oﬁu
the coast in the late gale

The French appearing determined to occupy the
town, and the inhabitants having had notice of their
approach on the preceding evening, and couse-
quently syfficicnt tie to remove thul most valuable
cﬂccts, I felt myself called upon to comply with the
desive of the Captain-General, repeated by Colonel
O’Ryan, and opencd the fire of the squadron upon -
such parts ol the town as appeared to be mest oc-
cupicd by the enemy, and which was sulfering by
The tops of the mountains
were coiered as usual by the irregular Spanish
forces neting in Guerilla; und 1 sas in hopes that
our united cfforts bad inclined the encmy to quit the
place.  They returned, howerver, at night, and have
continned to occupy the towin pnrtmllv ever sinee,.
as 1 judge by their movements, giving cach part of
the aruty an opportunity to phmdcl in its turn, It
being impossible to contxmu, the great expence of
'nnnmmtlon, by persevering dt.coulmﬂ' to the tenor .
of Colougl O'Ryan’s letter, our fire Tias ouly been



