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Admiralty Office, July 2, 1811.
(jop_y of a Letter from Vice-Admiral Drury. Commander

in Chisf of His Majefly’s Ships and Viffels in the

Eafl Indies, to Fobn Wifon Croker Efg; dated on

i8¢1,
SIR, .

board the Sumarang, in Badras Roads, ]anuarj 1y ]

N/ OU will pleafe to acquaint the Right Honour-
Y able the Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty
that T have received Letters from Captain* Byng,,
whillt cruizing, purfeant tp their Orders, in the
Straits of'Sun(il, ;P
detailing the gallant Proceedings of the Boats of the
Belliqueux and Sir Francis Drake, nauder the Orders
of Lisutenant Jofeph Prior, Firlt Licutenant of the

Belliqueux, whofe moit judicious and highly {pirited ]

Condu@ in an Attack on a Freneh Ketch aid feveral
of the Enemy’s Gus-boats in the Bay of Bantam,
is fpoken of by Captain Harris, of tlie Sir Francis
Drake, with uncommon Warmth, as well as of the
brave Condu@ of a&ing Lieutenants Bradley,
Diwfon, and Addis, and the Seamen and others
employed on this Occafion, as well as a Mr.
Piorre, Midhipman of the Bcﬂigueux, who has
ferved his Time. ) .

On this Enterprize Lieuténany Jofeph Prior
deflroyed the French Ketch with’ Difpatches for
General Daendels, and T'we Gun-Boats, under a
heavy Fire from the Batieries of Bantam, being fo
fortunate as only to have.one Mao killed, John Hol-
laway, Seaman of the Sir Francis Drake,

' .I have the Hongur to be, &c.

W. O’B. DRURY.

: Admiralty-Oﬂlcc, Julyz, 1811,
Ixtraf of another Letter from Vice-Admiral Drury,

Gammarter-in Chief of His sz'glj‘sy’: Ships and Vel

Jels.in the Eoft Indies,-to Fobn ilfon Crober Efg;.
dated on board the Samaraug,in Madras Reads, Ja~
nuary 3, 1811, )

YOU will be pleafed to lay. §efore the Right
Jonourable the Lotds Commifbncrs.of vhe Ad.
iralty the inclofed Copy of ailsetier 1 have: re-
-ived from Captdin Chtiltophes’ \

ty’s Ship Caroline, dctaifiug hipffuccefsful” Eater-

ize againfl the &rqng,' ang geagtylly fuppoled im-.

Y e . . s

120 Théir Lordihips, further thap eyprafin

or. the outward-bound China Fleet,

le, of :His Ma-

.?.‘.WO hﬂﬂdfG&Mﬂ!' SOk

pregnable Fortrels of the valuable Ifand of Banda,
the priacipal of the Spice Iflands in the Molucca
Seas, with.a Handful of M.n, 4ed on to the Storm
of the Place by Captain Cile, Licutenant Richard’
Kenab, a&ing Commander, of the Barracouta.
Captain Cole’s plain'and modef Narrative marks
fo &rongly the imrinkc Merit . of bimfelf and his
allant Affuciates, that it would be almoft Pre-
umption-were I'to offcy a Word of Commendgiion:
‘m§ high'
‘Approbation of the judiciaus Gondu&.of Captaia
Cale, inhis Provifion with the yery fmafl Foicé he
had for the Protetion of this rﬁoﬁyimpdrimt P.fe
tion, as well for the Peelervation of our Ealtern
Tradé as for its immeife Value. The Caroline was .
my Flag Ship, and going on_ another Scrvice, but
feeing the Neceffity of fending immediate Relief to
-Captain Tacker, and my entire ‘Confidghee in the
"Ability of Captain Cole, determined e on {ending’
him with the Caroline and Piedmwmtaife, a3 the only
Certainty of reaching the Moluoges agamit 2 cone
trary Monfoon in any wafonable Jime. -

o His Majefly’s Ship Caroline, Bandy
SIR,. Harbour, Ayguft 10, 1810,

I HAVE the Honour and Happiaefs of acquaint
ing ‘you- with the Captuee of Banda Neira, the
Chiet of the Spice Ifhands, on the gth Auguft, by
a Portion of the Force wnder my Orders, in con.
fequence of a Night-Attack which completely fur-
prized the Enemy, although the Approach of the
Ships had been unaveidably difcovered the Day
befare. o

The Weather proved fo unfavourable for Boate
Service on the Night of the 8th Inftant, that
although nearly Four hundred Qfficers and Men had
been felefed tor this Qccafion, yet; on aflembling
underGreat Banda, at Twp on the following Morn~
ing, I found that the Statg of tire Weather would

deprive us of .the Servioes of fogne valuable Men
under. Licutenant Stepheps of thg Royal Marines,
and the greatar -Part of the Petachment of the

Madras European Regiment, ani 'From ivhom I had

sexpetted the moft fteady SupparPand ftance.
The Attempt was now ip,be jade with left than

, ‘Ra..-tq'; vhmcn and

TekoLWt 94,
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