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of Bourbon, and on the -I7th Inf tant , being in ex-
pedlation of falling-in with the blockading Squadron
oil the Harbour of Port Louis, I reconnoitred that

. Port, and etiimated the Enemy's Force at Seven
Frigates and one large Corvette. Not finding the
S-quadron, bore up at Noon for the Ifland of Bour-
bon. At One, Two of the Enemy's Ships were .
oblerved coming out of Port, and were foon difco-
vered to be in Choice of His Majefty's Ship; the
Headrnoil gained fait, and tlie Stemmed, flowly. I
continued uixlcr t l ie fame Sail, endeavouring to draw
them as far as poffible, which alfo tended to-extend
the Diftance of the chafing Ships. At Fifteen Mi-
mitti paft Twelve, on the Enemy's coming along-

..fide, I found her to be a Frigate of the largeft Clafs.
After a fevere Conflict of One Hour and Ten Mi-
nutes, (he hauled off and dropped aftern, which I
concluded was to wait her Con fort's coming up.

Finding the great Superiority of Force I encoun-
tered {having drawn my Conclufion of the Enemy's
Force before dark), I loft not a Moment in repair-
ing my Rigging, which was much cut, and made
fail, in hopes of reaching the Ifland. At Two, de-
fcried the Enemy's Second Ship. At Fifteen Mi-
nutes paft Two, the Enemy's head-moil Frigate

-coming along-fide, I fhortened fail to the Top-fails,
and renewed the Action. At Four I had the Satis*
faction to fee her Mizen-maft and Three Top-mafts
•go by the board : a few Minutes afterwards, the
-Ceylon's Fore and Main Top-mafts fell. At this
time, His Majefty's Ship, being unmanageable, had
fuftered fever.ely; the Rigging and Sails being cut to
•pieces, which entirely precluded all further Ma-
noeuvre. The A£tion was maintained and continued
"with great Spirit. At Five A. M. the Enemy's Fore
and Main-mails {landing,-' with the Affiftance of his
•Fore-fail, enabled him to wear clofe under our Stern,
-and take a raking Pofition on ourL.ee quarter. His
Majefty's Ship lying an unmanageable Wreck, I di-'

^rectepl the Mizen Top fail to be cut away, and en-
deavoured to fet-a Forctt-ay-fail, in hopes of getting
the Ship-before the Wind, but without Effr.d. The
•fecotid Ship having opened her Fire, with the great
Advantage t-he Enemy had by having both his Ships
under command, enabled him to take and keep his
•raking Poiuion, and pour in a heavy and deftru&ive
Fire, while His Majefty^'a Ship could only bring a
.few Quarter-guns to bear.

In the fhattered and difabled State of His Ma-
jefty's Ship, .a Retreat was impoflible. The Supe-
riority of tlie Enemy's heavy and deftru&ive Fire
4eft me no Hopes of Succefs. Reduced to this dif-
itrefsful Situation, feeling the firmeft Conviction
that every Energy and Exertion was called forth,

' -under the Influence of the ilrongeft Impreffions
>I had difcharged my Duty and upheld the Honour
of His Majefty's Arms, feeling it a Duty I owed to

•the'Officers and Crew, whoiiad nobly difplayed that
Bravery which is fo truly their Charafteriitic, when
J had loft all "Hopes of faving His Majcfty's Ship,
*to prevent a ufelefs Effufion of Blood, I was under
the painful Ntceffity of dire-fling a Light to be
Jkewn to the -Second Ship that .we had ftruck.

I think, it a Duty J owt to Captain Rofs, of His
Majefty's 69th Regiment, to thus publidldy acknow-
ledge the able Supp'ort I received from him and his
/Party of Men, who wete ading as Marines for the"
Time being.

The Enemy's Force.proved to be the Venus of
Forty-four Guns, and Three Hundred and Eighty
Men, and Vidtor of Twenty Guns and One Hundred
and Fifty Men, -the former mounting Twenty-eight
Eighteen Pounders on her Main Deck, and Twelve
Forty Pounders, and Four Long Nipes on her
Quarter-deck and Forecaftle.

Sabfcribed is a Lift of Killed and Wounded.
I have the Honour to be, &c.

CHARLES GORDON.
Rear-Admiral Drury, &c. &c. &c.

Killed.
John Parifh, Seaman.
William Ifby, ditto.
John Grigg, ditto.
John Cook, ditto.
John Philips, ditta.
William Kent, ditto.
Patrick Kearney, Soldier.
Daniel Enlay, ditto.
John Fergufon, ditto.
John Feeland, ditto.

Dangerou/ly wounded.
Jacob Davis, Seaman.
Otto Abraham, ditto.
James Spields, ditto.
James Turnbull, ditto.
Nathaniel Gibfon, Soldier. ,

Severely wounded*
Captajn Gordon.
Mr. Oliver, Matter.
William Staggs, Seaman.
Charles Smith, ditto.
John" Robinfon, ditto.
John King, Soldier.
John Bradley, ditto.
Hugh Murphy, ditto.

Slightly
Mr. Graham, Boatiwain.
Leven Benfon, Seaman.
Richard Brownfden,- ditto.
Thomas Curtis, ditto.
John Braham, ditto.
John Williams (2), ditto.
William Hancock, ditto.
George Johnfon, ditto.
Patrick Armftrong, ditto.
William Sprattly, ditto.
Afthei Quirt? ditto.
William Turner, Marine.
Captain Rofs, Soldier.
Charles M'Cann, ditto.
Charles Bailie1, ditto.
Samuel Philips, ditto.
Jarnes Allen, ditto.
Patrick M'Cla&ey, ditto.
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V LCE-ADMIRAL CAMPBELL has t ranfmit ted t;
John Wilfon Crnker, Efq; 3 Letter fror.

Captain Dickins, of His Majeity's Sloop the -Zephyr
giving an Account of his having, on the 8th Irrilan
captured the Vi&oire French Lugger Privateer, <
Sixteea Guns and Sixty, eight Men,


