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of Bowrbon, and on the 17th Isftant, being in ex--

peftation of falling-in with the blockading Squadron
off the Harbour of Port Louis, I reconnoitred that

. Port, and eltimated the Enemy’s Force at Seven |

Frigates and one large Corvette. Not finding the

" Squadron, bore-up at Noan {or the Ifland of Bour-
bou. At One, Two of the Enemy’s Ships were
“obferved coming-out of Port, and were foon difco-

vered to be in Chuce of His Majefty’s Ship; the
Headmedt gained faft,and the Sternmoft flowly. 1
gontinued under the fame Sail, endeavouring to draw
them as far as poffible, which alfo tended to extend
the Diftance of the chafing Ships. At Fifteen Mi-
nutes paft Twelve, on the Enemy’s coming aloag-
fide, I fonnd her to be a Frigate of the largeft Clals.
After a fevere Confli@@ of Qae Hour and Ten Mi-
nutes, {be hauled off and dropped aftern, which I
concluded was to wait her Confort’s coming up.
Finding the great Superiority of Force I encoun-
tered {having drawn my Conclufion of the Enemy’s
Torce before dark), I lof not a Moment it repair-
ing my Rigging, which was much cut, and made
fail, in hopus of reaching the Iland. At Two, de-
feried the Enemy’s Second Ship. At Fifteen Mi-
nutes pzft Two, the Euemy’s head.moft Fn'(gatc
coming along-fide, I fhortened fail to the Top-fails,
and renewed the Action. At Four I had the Satis-
fa&ion to fee ber Mizen-maft and Three Top-malls
go by the board: a few Minates afterwards, the
Ceylon®s Fore and Main Top-malls fell. At this
time, His Majefty’s Ship, being unmanageable, had
foftered feverely; the Rigging and Sails being cut to

 pieces, which entirely precluded all further Ma-

necuvre. The Aétion was maintained and centinued
‘with great Spirit. At Five A. M, the Enemy’s Fore
and Main-mafts ftanding,” with the Adffiftance of his
Fore-fail, enabled him t wear clofe under our Stern,
.and take a raking Pofition on our Lec quarter. His

Majelty’s Ship lying an unmanageable Wreck, I di--

aected the Mizen Top fail to be cut away, and en-
deavoured to fet-a Foreft-ay-fail, in hopes of getting
the Ship-before the Wind, but without Effeét. The
fecoud Ship having opened her Fire, with the great
Advantage the Enemy had by having both his Ships
under Command, enabled him to take and keep his
saking Polition, and pour in a heavy and deftruétive
Fire, while His Majefty’s Ship could only bring a
few Quarter-guus to bear,

"In the fhattered and difabled State of His Ma.
jefty’s Ship, .a Rerreat was impofiible. The Supe-
riority of the Enemy’s heavy and deftruétive Fire
left me uo Hopes of Succefls. Reduced to this dif-
trefsful Situation, feching the firmelt " Conviction

" that every Energy and Lxertion was called forth,
*-under the lnfluence of the ftrongelt Impreflions |

I had difcharged my Duty and upheld the Honour
of His Majelty’s Arms, feeliog it a Duty I owed to

*-the Officers and Crew, who had nobly difplayed that

Bravery which is fo truly their Chara&enftic, when

* 1 had loft all-Hopes of faving His Majcfty’s Ship,

to prevent a ufelels Effufion of Blood, I was under
the painful Neceffity of dire@ing a Light to be

. Thewn to the Second Ship that we bad ftruck.

I think.ita Duty § owe to Captain Rofs, of His

Majeity’s 69th Regiment, to thus publickly acknow- |
+ Jedge the able Support.1 received from him and his
- Party of Men, who were aéting "as Marines for the

Time beings

.

The Enemy’s Force.proved to.be the Venus of
Forty-four Guns, and Three Hundred and Eighty
Men, and Vidtor of T wenty Guns and One Hundred
and Fifty Men, the former mounting "T'wenty.eight
Eighteen Pounders on her Main Deck. and Twelve
Forty Pounders, and Four Loag Nimes on her

uarter-deck and Forecaltle, )

Subfcribed is 2 Lift of Killed and Wounded.

I have the Honour to be, &ec.
CHARLES GORDON.
Rear-Admiral Drury, &'c. ¢, .

Killed.
John Parifh, Seaman.
William Ifby, ditto.
John Grigg, ditto.
John Cook, ditte.
John Philips, ditto.
William Kent, ditto.
Patrick Kearney, Soldier.
Daniel Enlay, ditto.
John Fergulon, ditto.
John Feeland, ditto.

Dangeronfly wound:d.
Jacob Davis, Seaman.
Otio Abraham, ditto.
James Spields, ditto.
James Turnbull, ditto,
Nathaniel Gibfon, Scidier. : .

Severely wounded,
Captajn Gorden. '
Mr. Oliver, Matter.
William Staggs, Seaman.
Charles Smith, ditto.
John Robinfon, ditto,
John King, Soldier,
John Bradley, ditto.
Hugh Murphy, ditto.

Slightly awsunded,
Mr. Graham, Boatiwain.
Leven Benfon, Seaman.
Richard Brownfden,- ditto.
Thomas Curtis, ditto,
Jobu Brabam, ditto.
John Williams (’2), ditto.
William Hancock, ditto,
George Johnfon, ditto.
Patrick Armitrong, ditta.
William Sprattly, ditto,
Agther Quin, ditto.
William Lurner, Marine.
Captain Rofs, Soldier.
Charles M¢Cann, ditto.
Charles Bailie, ditto.
Samuel Philips, ditto.
James Allen, ditra,
Patrick M:Clatkey, ditto.
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Admiralty-Office, February 12, 1811,
ice-ApMirar CamrBiry has tran{mitied t:
V Jobn Willon Croker, Efgq; a Letter froc
Captain Dickins, of His Majelty’s Sloop the Zephy:
giving an Account of his having, on the 8th Iritan
captured the Victoire French Lugger Privateer, «
+ .4 Sixteen Guns and Sixty.eight Men,




