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From

Admiralty-Cffice, December 29, 18710.

Copy of a Lettcer from Admiral Sir Roger Curtis, Bart.
Commander in Chief at Porifinouth, addreffed to
Fobn Wilfon, Efg; dated the 25th Inflant.

SIR,
INCLOSE a Letter which I have received
fiom Captain Grant,-of the Diana, infarming
me that the Boats of that Ship, under the Com-
mand of Lieutenant Rowe, Lad fucceeded in fetting

Fire to the Enemy’s Frigate L’Elize, which was

veported in his Letter, tranfmitted with mine Yeiter.

day, as having run on fhore to the Northward of

Tatihou in attempting to efcape from La Hogue.

I canrot avoid exprefling my extreme Satisfaltion
tha: Captaiz Graat, after having {o long and ardu-
oufly watched this Frigate to prevent her Efcape,
has by his Perfeverance and Judgment at length
accomplithed her Deftru&ion, and it appears by his
Report that the Condu of Lieutenant Rowe, and
the other Officers and Men employed under him on
this Occafion, has been highly meritorious.

I am, oir, &c.

(Signed) ROGER CURTIS.

His Majefly’s Ship Dinna, off La Hogue,
SIR, 24th December 1810.

SINCE I hac the Honour of addreffing you by
the Vautour, I have afcertained that the Enemy’s
Frigate was fo far embayed and protefted by Ta-
tihou, and the Batteries on the North Shore, that
nothing could be done with the Ship to prevent
the Enemy from working during the falling Tide
to fave the Stores, and that the dhip was {fo com-
pletely bilged that there appeared little Chance of
their being able to fave the Hull; however, as 1
.once already had heen deceived in my Expe&ations
of her being deltroyed, 1 determined to rifk the
«Chance of the Boats being able to fet her on Fire,
which Service was generally volunteered, notwith-
fianding the Ship was completely under the Tire of
heavy Batteries, and Three Avmed DBrigs lying
within Hail of her. T anchored immediateiy after
dark, and gave the Charge of the Boats to Lien-
tenant Rowe, of the Diana, in the Barge, {wno 1
koew would exccute it if poffible,) Mr. Bean the
Gunner, and Mr. Noble the Poatfwain, who always
volunteer; Lieutenant Sparrow went in the Gig
20 reconncitre and watch the Brigs to prevent Sur-
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prize, and Mr. Knocker, Malter’s Mate, went in
the Cutter, and, as the Service required the lealt
poffihle Lofs of Time, they took no other Materials
hut Two Kegs of the combuftible Matter received
from the Roman, and I am happy to fay that,
though the Water was nearly up to her Quarter
Deck, we had the Satisfaion in an Hour from the
Time they left this Ship to fee her completely on
Fire. The Batteries and Brigs immediately opened
a very heavy Fire of Round.and Grape, and, as
our People did not leave the Frigate until the Fire
took effedt. it is with extreme Pleafure I inform you
that not 2 fingle Man was hurt.

Licutenant Rowe fpeaks in the ftrongelt Manneg
of all employed under lim, and I hope you will
agree with me in thinking that this Service was
moit gallantly and well executed ; they have brought
off with them the Colours of the Frigate and two
other Enfiguns,

Captain Collier very handfomely offered the Boats
of the Cyane 10 aflill, but as it was not to be doge
by force, I deemed it beft to fend the Boats of this
Ship only.

Although there had been Boats conftantly em-
played about the Enemy’s Frigate fince fhe ran on
fhore, they had not cleared any Part of the Wreck.

I have, &e.
(Signed) CHARLES GRANT.
Admiral Sir Roger Curlis, Bart. Commander
in Chiefy e, e, &,

Admiralty Cffice, December 29, 18:0.

Copy of a Letier from Rear.Admiral Sir Richard
Gosdwin Krats, K. B. addreffed to Admiral Sir
Charles Cotton, Bart. ‘and tranfmitted 1o Febu
Wilfon Crober, Efg. ’

His Majefly's Ship Milford, Cadix
SIR, Bay, November 24, 1810,
AVING obferved the Enemy to bave colle@ed

L A feveral Gun-Boats in the River of Santa Maria

in a Situation fubje& to Bnmbardment, at a proper

Time of Tide Yelterday, I placed the Mortar and

Howitzer Boats under the able Diveétion of Captain

Hall, which (whilft the Devaftation, Thunder, and

toa, with One Divifion of Spanith and Two-Di-

vifions of Lnglith Gun-Boats, under the zealous

Command of Captain Thomas Fellowes and Lieu.




