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All the Roads to Coimbra from the Eastward, 
lead over one or the other of these Sierras. They aie 
very difficult for the Passage of an Army, the ap
proach to the T o p of the Ridge on both S-ides beiiu1 

mountainous. As the Enemy's whole Army was; on 
the Right of the Mondego, and as it was evident 
that he iutendtd to force our Position, Lieutenant 
General Hill crossed that Rivei, by a short movement 
to his Lest , on lhc Morning of the 26th, leaving 
Colonel le Cor with his Brigade on the sierra Je Mar-
cella, to cover the Right of the A r m y ; and Major 
Geneial Fane with his Division of Portuguese Ca
valry, and the 13th Light Dragoons in front of the 
Alva, to observe and check the Movements of the 
Enemy's Cavalry on the Mondtgo. With this Ex
ception, the whole Army was collected upon the 
Sierva de Busaco, with the hrirish Cavalry observ
ing the Plain in the Rear of its Left, and the Road 
leading from Mortagoa to Oporto , through the 
mountainous Trac t which connects the Sierra de 
Busaco with the Sierra de Caramula 

T h e Sth Corps joined the Enemy in our Front on 
the 26th', but he did not make any seiious At tack 
on that Day. T h e L igh t Troops on both Sides 
were tngaged throughout the Line. 

A t Six in the Morning of the 27th, the Enemy 
made T w o desperate Attacks upon our Position, the 
one on the Right, the other on the Lest of the 
highest Point of the.Sierra. T h e At tack upon the 
Righ t was made by T w o Divisions ot the 2nd 
Corps , on that Part of the Sierra occupied by the 
3d Division of Infantry. One Division of French 
Infantry arrived at the T o p ot the Ridge, when it 
was attacked in the molt gallant Manner by the 
88th Regiment, under the Command of Lieu
tenant -Colonel Wallace ; and the 45th Regiment, 

' tinder the Command of "the Honourable Lfeute-
'• nant- Colonel Meade, and by the bth Portuguese. 

Regiment under the Command of Lieutenant Colonel 
Douglas, directed by Major General Piston. 

These three Corps advanced with the Bayonet, 
and drove the Enemy's Division from the advan
tageous Ground which they had obtained. T h e 

* other Division of the 2nd Corps attacked further 
on the Right , by the Road leading by .St Antonio 
de Cantaro, also in front of Major General Piston's 
Division. This Division was repulsed before it could 
r each ihe T o p of the Ridge, by the 74th Regiment 
under the Command of the Hon. Lieut . Colonel 
Trench, and the Brigade of Portuguese Infantry 
under the Command of Colonel Champelmond, di
rected by Colonel Mackinnon. Major General Leith 
also moved to his Left , to the Support ot Major 
General Piston, at.d aided in the-Defeat of the 
Enemy in this Par t , by the 3d Battalion Royals, 
the tit Battalion, and the zd Battalion 38th Regi
ment. 

In these At tacks Major Generals Lei th and 
."Piston, Colonels Mackinnon and Champelmond of 

/ commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Sutton, and by 
Lieutenant Colonel de Aroujc Bacellar, and of the 
Portuguese Artil lery, commanded by Major Arent* 
child. 

I have also to mention in a particular Manner the 
Conduct of Captain Dansty ot the 88th Regiment,. 

Major General Leith reports the good Conduct 
of the Royals, lit Battaliou 9th, nnd 2d Battalion 
38th Regiment ; and I beg to assure your Lord", 
ship, that I never witnessed a more galbuit A t t ack 
than that made by the 88th, 45111. and Sth Por tu
guese Regiment, on the Enemy's Division which 

•had reached the Ridge of the Sierra. 
On the Left, the Enemy attacked with Three 

Divisions of Infantry of the 6th Corps, that Part of 
the Sierra occupied by the LightDivision of Infantry, 
commanded by Brigadier Gtn t r a l Crawfurd, and by 
the Brigade ot Portuguese Infantry, commanded by 
Brigadier General Pack. 

One Division of Infantry only made any Progress 
towards the T o p of the Hill, and they were imme
diately charged with the Bayonet by Brigadier G e 
neral Crawfurd with the 43d, 5-d , and 95th Regi
ments, and the 3d Portuguese Cacadores, and driven 
down with immense Loss. 

BrigadierGcneralColeman's Brigade of Portuguese 
Infantry, which was in Reserve, was moved up to 
support the Right of Brigadier General Crawford's 
Division, and a Battalion of the 191I1 Potuguefe 
Regiment, under the Command of Lieutenant Co
lonel Macbean, made a gallant and successful Charge 
upon a Body of another Division of the Enemy, 
which was endeavouring to penetrate in that quarter. 

In this Attack Brigadier GeneralCrawfurd, Lieu
tenant Colonels Deck with of the 95th, and Barclay of 
the 52c!, and the commanding Officers of the Regi
ments engaged, distinguished themselves. 

Besides these At tacks , the L igh t Troops of 
the T w o Armies, were engaged throughout the 
27th, and the 4th Portuguese Cacadores, and the 
lit and 16th Regiments, directed by Brigadier Ge
neral Pack, and commanded by Lieutenant Colonel 
de Reyo Barreto, Lieutenant Colonel Hill , and 
Major Armstrong, mewed great Steadiness and 
Gallantry. 

T h e Loss sustained by the Enemy in his A t t ack 
of the 27th has been enormous. 

1 understand that the General of Division Merle 
and General Maucune are wounded, and General 
Simon was taken Prisoner by the52d Regiment, and 
Three Colonels, Thir ty- three Officers, and T w o 
Hundred and Fifty Me:;, 

T h e Enemy left T w o Thousand killed upon the 
Field of Battle, and I understand from the Prisoners 
and Deserters that the Loss in wounded is immense. 

T h e Enemy did not renew his At tack excepting 
by the Fire of his L igh t Troops on the 28th, but 
he moved a large Body of Infantry and Cavalry from 
the Left of his Centre to the Rear, from whence I 

Jit- Poitutnicfc Service, who was wounded, Lieu- I saw his Cavalry in march on the Road which leads 
tenant ColoHel Wallace, the Honourable Lieutenant 
Colonel Mtade, Lieutenant Colonel Sutton of the 
9th Portuguese Regiment, Major Smith of the 451I1 
Regiment, who was unfortunately killed, Lieute
nant Colonel Douglas, and Major Birmingham of 

selves. Major 'General Picton reports the good 
Conduct 'of the 9th and 21st Portuguese Regiments, 

from Mortagoa over the Mountains towards Opor to . 
Having thought it probable that he would endea

vour .to turn our Left by that Road, I had directed 
Colonel Trant , with his Division of Militia, to march 
to Sardao, with the Intention that he should occupy 

the 8th' PoitiK'-ucie Regiment,"distinguished them- | these Mountains, but unfortunately he .was sent 
round by Oporto by the General Officer comnjand-
ing in the Nor th , in consequence of a small Detach-
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