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Missing, together with Lists of the captured Ord
nance. 

I have the Honour to he, &c. 
(Signed) J. O S W A L D , 
Brig. Gen. Commanding the Troops 

in the Ionian isles, &c. 

To His Excellency Sir John Stuart, Commander 
in Chief of His Majesty's Force;, &c. &c. 
Sicily. 

Downing- Street, June 2 1 , r 81 o. 
D I S P A T C H , of which the following i s a 
Copy, has been received at the Office of the 

Earl of Liveipool, from Lieutenant-General Sir 
John Stuart, dated Messina, April 26, 1S10. 

M Y L O R D , Me/fva, April 26, 1810 

SI N C E my Dispatch to your Lordship of t h ' 
24th Instant, i have received from Brigadier-

Geneial Oswald the satisfactory Account which I 
have the Honour to transmit herewith, o f t h e com
plete Reduction of the Island and Fortress of St-
Maura, ami o f the Surrender of the French Force 
by which they were garrisoned to His Majesty's 
Arms. 

On the Service so successfully accomplished by 
Brigadier-General Oswald, it only remains with 
me to express the sanguine Hope , that the Conse
quences will be as beneficial as the Atchievement has 
been brilliant; and that himself and the gallant 
Troops who have been the Companions of his 
Entcrprize, will receive their best Rtcompence in 
their Sovereign's most gracious Approbation. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 
J . S T U A R T , 

Count of Maida, Lieut . -Gen. 

Camp off St.Maura, 
S I R , April 17, 1810. 

I H A V E extreme Satisfaction in announcing to 
your Excellency, that the Fortress of St. Maura 
surrendered to His Majesty's Arms on the 16th 
Instant, Nine Days after Batteries, consisting of 
T w o Thirty-iwo-Pounders, Nine Eighteen-Pound-
ers, Four Howitzers, and Six Mortars, were opened 
against it : a Portion of this Artillery, however, 
had only been Three Days in Action. 

T h e place was perfectly provided in Casemates, 
and I am free to confess, its Situation and Defences 
offered greater Obstacles than I apprehended we 
should have had to contend with. 

T h e Sketch I had the Honour to forward with 
my last Dispatch, will ssiew to your Excellency the 
narrow and exposed Front we had to work upon ; 
and likewise, that a due Consideration for the Inha
bitants compelled me to construct the Batteries of 
Support at rather too great a Distance from the 
W o r k . 

T h e ample Supplies which your Excellency 
promptly dispatched, enabled us to support so heavy 
a Cannonade and Bombardment, as to render it un
necessary to resort to a breaching Battery, a MeaT 

jure in Contemplation, which the Skill and Re
sources at all Times displayed by Captain Thackeray, 
would I doubt not have happily accomplished. T h e 
Enemy's Artillery and Interior of the Fortress have 
greatly suffered; but its Walls remain unimpaired. 
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T h e Troops have performed the ha.zardo.uiv a,rtct-
arduous Labours of the Siege with characteristic 
Intrepidity and Perseverance. 

During the Operations, One or T w o Night 
At tacks upon the Enemy's Ou^Posts. afforded_ a 
Display of that high degree of Discipline and Ga l -
Ian'ry which such Efforts demand. 

Upon the Evening ofthe 15th, Captain Thackeray 
dtfiring to reconnoitre the Approach and Ground 
for the breaching Battery, then in Agitation, it beT 

came neccssaiy to drive the Enemy from an In -
trenchment he held within Three Hundred Paces pf 
his Rampart. T h e Service was entrusted to Lieu
tenant-Colonel Moore, of the 35th Regiment, who 
led the Grenadiets of that Regiment, Light Com? 
pany of Roll'-*, and Subaltern'-' Detachments of tl-.e 
Corsican Rifles, and hoyal Marines. This Corp-j 
pushing undauntedly through a heavy Fire of Giape 
aud Musquetry, canied the Enemy's Line at the 
Point of the Bayonet. Upon the Lieutenant-Co
lonel and Captain Thackeray reporting to me, that 
it was practicable to establish our Troops there, the 
Detachment was directed to stand fast, and by in
cessant and judicious Labour during the Night , the 
Intrenchment was converted into a second Parallel, 
from whence the Fire of the Enemy, however set 
vere, could not dislodge it. 
. Our Sharpshooters and Infantry fpon} thence 
greatly distressed the opposing Artillery ; and I an* 
convinced hastened the Enemy's Decision to fur-
render. 

In the course of these Operations, it h,as affqrded 
me infiniteSatisfaction to observe, that theSkill of our 
Officers, and the Courage of our lylen, have uniformly, 
converted the Labours of the Enemy into Works of 
Security for ourselves. 

I arri happy to fay, that upon the whole our Loss 
has been inconsiderable ; remarkably so, when the 
Circurpstauces of the Siege are taken into Consi
deration. 

T h e Skill and Attention of Mr. Gunning, Sur
geon to the Forces, (of whom I cannot speak top 
highly, or too strongly recommend to your Excel
lency,) and that o f t h e other Medical Officers, will 
1 trust be the means of preserving the valuable Lives 
of our wounded Officers and Men. I am deeply 
concerned to fay, that since my last Report, a 
chance Cannon Shot has deprived the Army of 
Major Clarke ; au Officer whose early Exploits and 
distinguished Qualities promised to render him one 
of i|s brightest Ornaments.. 

Captain Eyre 's Misfortune did not admit of his 
being on Shore ; but the Magnificent was brought 
near to the Seerif- of Action, and I constantly pro
fited from his Advice and Assistance. 

T h e Squadron has given the most powerful Aid ; 
it furnished Ammunition and Cannon for the Ba!~ 
teries, with intelligent Officers and brave Seamen to 
fight them ; their Fire was most destructive. Cap
tains Mow-bray, Brisbane, and Griffiths, of the 
Royal Navy, were zealous in their Co-operation ; 
the T w o latter Officers resumed their Station off 
Corfu, while Captain Mowbray, by his unceasing 
Exertions, facilitated our Operations and supplied 
our Wants . 

T h e Gallantry and good Conduct of the Royal 
Marines was noticed to your Excellency iu my last 
Report, and I can only assure you that it has beeu 
conspicuous throughout the Strvicg. 
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