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he pleased -to grant , hoth to them and to their P ro
per ly , that Protection which their Situation de
serves. W e have the Honour to be, &c. Sec 

REJDAUB, Civil Commissary aud Minister of 
Police. I ._.* 

D E S CRESS-OUISS'ERE$, Commandant of the 
Militia at Basseterre. 

E . D.ARRO-USSJF.U, Judge presiding at the 
Fiist Tribunal. 

D I N . die Imperial Solicitor at the First Tr i 
bunal at Basseterre. 

To their Excellencies the Commanders in Chief 
of His Britannic M/ij:sty's Military and 
Naval Forces before Bnsj.-lcrre and Gua
daloupe. 

{Copy ) 
Pompee, ess Basseterre, Guadaloupe, 

G H N X L E M E N , February 2, iHio 
T H A V E received your Let ter , of this Date , 

odd rested to the Commanders in Chief of His 
Britannic Majesty's Land and Sea Forces, acquaint-
in"- me, if it is our Wish to take Possession of the 
T o w n of Basseterre, that there are only defenceless 
Persons inhabiting it, for whom you request the 
Protection they merit. 

Ln reply thereto, I promise in my own Name, as 
well as that of my Colleague, Lieutenant-General 
Sir George Beckwith, the Protection you desire, 
and that the Inhabitants of the Town (hall be in
cluded 'ut any general Capitulation for the whole 
J stand which may be enteied into. 

1 will therefore fend a sufficient Guard To-morrow 
Meiming for the Protection of the T o w n ; in the 
meantime I. require you to take such Steps as may 
he in your Power to preserve its Peace and Safety, 
and prevent the evil-disposed from doing any Injuiy 
to the Inhabitants or their Property : you will con
sequently ii?e that none of ihe public Property is 
destroyed, as I now hold you responsible for the 
same. 

•I have to request that you will at Day-light send 
<iss a Deputation, to attend the Officer whom I may-
appoint to take the Command of the T o w n , and 
.Forts in its Vicinity. 

Enclosed I send some of the Proclamations issued 
• by His Excellency Sir.George Beckwith and myself, 
which have been received with Joyr by all the Inha
bitants to whom they have been delivered. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) A . C O C H R A N E . 

To tlie Chief Officers of the Provisional Govern
ment, Town of Basseterre, Guadaloupe. 

(Translation.) 
Colony of Guadaloupe. 

At Basseterre, the id February iRro , and 
the 71b Tear os the French Empire. 

T h e Civil and Police Commissioners of the District 
of Basseterre, and the Commandant of the Na
tional Guard , to His Excellency Admiral Coch-
vane, Commander in Chief of the Naval Forces of 
H i s Britannic Majesty. 

S I R , 
T H E Magistrates having had the Honour of in

forming your Excellency that the Town of Basseterre 
WAS without Defence, aod the Refuge of the old 

Men, Women and Children, and reposing on your 
Generosity, have not been deceived in their Expec
tation ; but our Duty urges us to inform your Ex 
cellency that the Fort does not in any Manner depend 
upon us, the Commandant having his Instructions, 
with which we are unacquainted, having no Com
munication with him. After this Explanation, we 
flatter ourselves that in your Military Measures, you 
will have the Humanity not to drive our timid Wives 
aaid Children to Despair. W e are, &c. 

R E D A U D . 

DiiS CK. E s sou 1 s SERE s, 
Civil and Police Commissioner. 

His Majesty''s Ship Pompee off' B'asseterre-, 
Guadaloupe :$d Feb. i 8.' o . 

GiNTLEMfS, 
W H E N [ received your Let ter last Night I 

answered it in the full Confidence that the Forts 
were to be given up, as without it complete Pos
session could not be taken of the Town. 

Motives of Humanity, although contrary to my 
Duty,- induce me to delay the Actack of the Forts 
by the whole Squadron until you shall have Time 
to hear from General Ernouf, who I can hardly 
suppose intends to sacrifice the Town for a tem
porary Occupation of an untenable Fort , com
manded by immediate Heights . 

I therefore, Gentlemen, give yon until Two 
o'Clock this Day to receive an Answer from the 
Captain-General, with whom all Responsibility must 
rest ; the Fate of the Town is in his Hands. I 
offer to the For ts , that the Officers aud Soldiers 
shall preserve their private Propei ty, upon their fur-
rendering as Prisoners of War : further I will not 

S° 
I expect your Answer by T w o o'Clock, and I 

enclose a Passport sur the Messenger to pass the 
Britifli Sentries. The Watch of the Bearer of this-
Let ter is set with me. 

1 have the Honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) A. C O C H R A N E . 

To the Chief Officers of the Provistonal Govern
ment, Town of Basseterre, Guadaloupe. 

(Translation ) 

Head Quarters, February 3 , i f t i o . 
T o the principal Inhabitants of the City of Basse

terre. 
G E N T L E M E N , 

I H A V E already manifested my firm Intention 
of removing from the City of Basseterre the unfor
tunate Calamities of W a r ; it is under this Impies-
sion that I am determined to occupy the Heights . 

I t is always customary, when a City without Fort i
fications finds itself under the Guns of a Fort , in 
the Cafe of being besieged by the Enemy, to make a 
Convention that the Town shall not be fired upon 
by either Side. This Convention is the more easy 
to make for Basseterre, as the Front of At tack is 
not on that Side. 

T h e English GeneraL' are too generous and too 
just to exact the Reduction of a Fort which is not 
m your Power, and for which vou are not respon
sible. 

On my Par t , my Honour and my Responsibility 
demand that I shall defendr"the Colony by ail the 


