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On the Receipt of your Lordfhip’s Difpatch of
the 13th of laft Month, conveying 10 me His Ma-
jelty’s Commands to evacuate the 1fland of Walcheren
with the Forces under my Orders, and further fig-
nifying the Determination 6f His Majefty, that pre-
vioufly to the Evacuation I fhould take fuch Meafures
as I might deem maft effe&tual for the Demolition of
the Bafin of Fluthing, and the Naval Defences of the
Ifland, I made the neceffary Preparations for the
Removal of the Sick and Convalefcents of the Army,
and the Acrrival of a Divifion of Tranfports afforded
me the means of completing their Embarkation on
the 26th Ultimo. ‘ .

On the fame Day the new TFrigate that was built
in the Dock Yard, was got out of the Bafin, and
which enabled me on the tollowing Morning to com-
mence the Demolition of the Sea Defences, Balin,
Dock Yard, Arfenal, Magazines Naval Store.
Houles, &c. of the Town of TFluthing, the total
Defru@ion of which was completed on the 1i1th
. Inttant. .

Thefe Services were conducted under the im-
mediate Dire@iva and Superintendanceof Lieutenant-
Culone! Pilki g on, Commanding Eagineer, afliited
by a ftrong Party from the Navy, under the Com
mand of Captain Moore, and for the Pasticulars, 1
beg Leave to refer your Lordthip to the Licutenant.
Colonel’s Report, a Copy of which I enclofe.

The very judicious and fkilful Manner in which
thefe Meafures have been completed, reflets great
Credit upon Licutenant.Colonel Pilkington, and the
feveral Officers who a@ed with him, and 1 am per-
fuaded it will afford "your Lordfhip peculiar Satif-
faQion to kaow, that the whole of this extenfive
Work has been accomplithed, without any Injury
being done to the Inhabitants; the Deftruétion not
having extended beyond what was neccflary to de-

- prive the Enemy of the Advantage of Flufhing as a
Naval Station.

The Embarkation of the Ordnance and the Stores
of the feveral Departments having heen completed,
the Army was withdrawn and embarked on the gth
Inflant, but the Weather being extremely unfettied,
and conceiviny' it probable from the a&ive and con.
tinued Preparations of the Enemy, that he might
hazard an Attack, 1 judged it expedient ftill to hold
the Towns of Fluthing, Middleburg, and Ter Veer,
and Fort Rammekins ; at the fame Time I made an
Arrangement for the Difembarkation of the Army,
the Four Divifions of which were ftationed as follows,
viz. the 1ft Divilion immediately off the Town of

Flathing; 2d Divifion ta the Weftward of that |

Town ; 3d Divifion between Flufhing and Fort
Rammekins, to aét and co-operate with the Naval
Force in the Sloo Paffage, under Cagtain Mafon ;
and the 4th off Ter Veer, to a& and co-operate with
the Naval Force between the Veer Gat and Wol-
verfdyke, under Commodore Owen.

By this Difpofition, had the Enemy attempted to
invade the lfland, the Four Pofts above mentioned
could eafily have been reinforced, and the Enemy in
the Event of his offetting a Landiag, attacked in his
Flanks and Rear; as from the Precautions I had
taken in flopping the Frefh Water Sluices, his Ad-
vaace into the Country mult have been confined to
the Dykes aud Cauleway, from Ter Veer through
Middleburg to Fluthing. - -

The Fleet continued Wind-béund until this
BMoraing, when the Rear Guards were withdrawn,

the Ships of War and Tranfporte from the Weit
Scheldt got under weigh, and I conc'ude thofe in
the Veer Gat maved about the fame Time.

[ feel great Satisfaltion in mentioning the very
able and cordial Support I have uniformly received
from Rear-Admiral Otway, and that our Arvacge.
ments for the final Evacnation of the Ifland were ap-
proved of by Rear-Admiral Sir Riclard Strachan,
oa his Arrival on the 11th Tnftant.

I cannot conclude this Report without acquainting
your Lordfhip that I found the Army in an excellent
{tate of Difcipiine, and that the Condu@ of the
Troops hasin every Refpeét merited my warmeit
Appruobation.

On the Day of Embarkation, the different Corps
of the Army marched from the {cveral Points, and
embarked in the nok perfe& Order and Regufarity,
aud the Magiftrates of the Towns and Villages, ex-
prefled to the Officers left in the Command of the
Rear Guards, that the Troops on their Departure,
had in no Inftance molefed or ivjured theluhabitants.

I have the Honour to be, &c.
(Signed)  G. DON, Lieut.-Gen.

SIR, Flelking, Dec. v 1, 1829,

IN obedience to your Orders of the 25th U.e,
and with the Concurrence of Captain Hloore of the.
Royal Navy, the neceflary Direttions were given to
commence the Demolition of the Bafin, Arfenal,
Dock-Yard, Naval Defences, and Magezines of
this Place ; and on the' 26th, 2 Party of Seamen,
under the Superintendance of Captain "'omlinfon,
began at Low Water to deftroy {fuch Parts of the
Bresk-Waters as appeared to proteft the Entrance
of the Harbour. On the following Day, Captain
Moore, with Parties of Seamen, procecj’ed on the
Deltru&tion of the Wharfing of the Bafin and of
the Dock-Yard, and both were accomplifhed in a
few Days in the moft effeétual Manner.

The Demolition of the Sca Lefences was alfo
began vpon on the 26th Ul., under the immediate
Superintendance of Captain Rudyerd of the Royal
Engincers, affited by Captain Read, with.a De-
tachment of ‘Officers and Men of the Royal Staff
Corps, and Captain Donavan and a Detachment £

" Officers and Men of the Royals.

Arrangements were, on the fame Day, made to
proceed on the Demolition, by mining, of the Pirs
and Mafonry of the Flood-Gates at the Entrance
of the great Naval Bafin, under the Dire&ions of

Captains Squire and Fanfhawe of the Rayal Ep--

gineers.
I have now the Honour to inform you, that the

Services aliotted to the Royal Navy have been moft -

effe@ually ‘accomplithed, the Dock-Yard, Arfenal,

Magazines, and every Building belonging to the.
Naval Eftabliliment being wholly deftroyed. The -

Entrance of the Harbour is alfo blocked wp, by
finking of Veflels filled with heavy Materials, fo as

to render the Paflage of Ships of War impra&ticable, .

I'he Deftru@ion of the Defences towards the
Sea, under the Direction of Captain Rudyerd, has
alfo beeu completely carried into Effect, by dif-.

mantling the Batteries, throwing down the Parapets,
and in every Refpe@ extending- the, Devaftaiion of -
| fuch Works, as™ far as could be accomplithed with«

out hazarding an Inundation of the Town; asd
with regard to the important Service of the Mines



