and Ghafleurs a Clieval, in confiderable B
:pearcd on both Flanks, when they were obh‘g’eqd

L

Being perfuaded that his Retreat was not open by
Arzo Blfpo, he alted right in takmg the Road he
did, with which he was well acquainted 3 and al-
though unfucccfsful in the A&ion which he fought, 3
{which may well be accounted for, by the {operior
Numbers and Defcription of the Enemy’s Troops,)
the Aiou, in my Cpinion, does him great Credit.

I have the Honour to be, &c. &c &e.
(Signed) ARTHUR: \VELLLSLEY

. SIR, Miranda‘de Caflenar, /Iug. 13, 1309
1 HAVE the Houvour to acqualnt you, that [
was on March Yelterday Morning on the Road of
Grenadelia from Aldea Neuva, to reflore my Com-
munication with the Allied Army, when a Peafant
aflured us, that a conhdcrable Q_anmy of Duft
which we perceived in the Road ot Plafeacia, pro-
ceeded from the March of a Body of the Lnemy.

* T immediately returned and took poft in Front of
Bands, with my Pickets in Advance of Aldea
Neuva, feleGing fuch Points for Defence as the
Exigency of the Time permitted.

“I'he Lnemy’s Cavalry advanced on the h,gh
Road, andudrove back my fmall Cavalry Pofis;
but a Pigket of’ hpansf‘n Infantry, whuh I had_con-
cealed, poursd.ia gn_the Cavaley a fleady “and well.

" dire@ed JFire} that killed and 1\\ounded many of

them, s “
"The Two Hundred Spamﬂ) Infantry in Advance
of AlﬁemNcuva, continued, under the Direétion of

. €olouel Grant and their Officers, to maintzin their

Groond mott gallant]y, -until the Enemy’s Cavalry
Odﬁ‘@rﬁpé

retreat.

- wIhe Epemy’s ‘Chafleurs % Cheval and Cavalryl
Ja vanced in great Numbers in every Diredtion, and

‘puf‘ud to cut off the Legion polted between A]dca
-Neunva and Bands; bui; by the fteady Condu& of

Officers and Men, the Enemy could only advance
gmdual)y. and with a very fevere Lofs from: the
commanding Five thrown os them.

'rl“hn: Merida Battalion. however, ha,vmg gvvcn
way on the Right, a Road was Jaid open, which cut
bekind our Pelitian, and I Was obhbcd 10 order a
Retreat on the Heighrs alfove Dands, when 1 was
again necflitated to detach o Curps, 1o order tw
fcour the Road of Monte Major, by which 1 faw
the Enemy diredting 2 Colunng and which Road
fwned .x“ugczhcr thc Puerto de Bands, a Leagne ]Ij
vur Rear.

At this Time, Don Carlos Marquis de Titragne
cawe up with his Batialion of Lig'\[ Infantry, and,
10 the mott gailepg Manuer, ook Pott 'I]un”' the
Heighas wnmmcwg the Road of Baids, which
engbled me to fendb fewre b f the Merida Battalion on
the Moustain on-eur Lift commancing the maim
Roud, and which the Endary had tried to afeend.

The Batialion of Light Infantry, the Detach-
ment of the Legien cn its Rl}"’)[ contivued, not-
withftanding lhc L"uny s Yire of Artillery snd

: Muﬂccuy, 1o maintain their Ground; but, at Six

o'Clock in the Lvening, three Cblumns of the
Enemy mounted the Height on cur Lefr, gained 1t,
and poured foch a Fire on the Troops below that
longer Defence was impraflicalle, and the Whole
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ating, and poflefling the Confidence of the Troops-}
«which he commanded.

was obliged to retire on the Mountains on our Left,
leaving open the main Road, along which a confider-
able Column of Cavalry imn wdxately poured.

The Battalion of Seville had been left at Bejar
with Orders to follow me mext Day, but when [
was ob]ngul to return, and the Action commenced,
1 ordered it to Puerro Bands, to watch the Monte
Major Road and the Heights in the Rear of our
Left.

When the Enemy’s Cavalry came near, an Cfficer
and fome Dragoons called out to the Commanding .
Officer to {urtender, but a Volley killed him and bis
Party, ang then the Battalion proceeded to mount
the Heights,in which Meyement it wasatiacked and
furrounded by a Celumn of Cavalry and a2 Column
of Infantry, but cit its Way aod cleard iifelf, kill-
ing a great many of the Enemy, efpecially of his
Cava! ry,

The Enemy is now pafling to Salamanca with great
Expedition; I lament that I could no longer arreit
his Pragrefs, but, when the enormous Superioricy of
the Enemy s Force is conlidered, and that ve hadno
Amll:ry, and that the Puerto de¢ Bands on the Eftre
maduran Side, is<not a Pafs of fuch -Stiength as on
the Side of Cattille, efpecially without Guns, I hope
that a Refittance for Nine Hours, which muft have
coft the Enemy a great many Men, will not be
deemed inadequate fo our Means.

.. I'have to acknowledge the Services rendered me
on this'Occafion by Colonel Grant, Major Reiman,
Don Fermen Marquis, Adjutant-Major'of the Dra-
goons’ of ‘Pavia, (.aptam Charles and Mr. Bolman ;
and to exprefs the greateft- Approbation.af. T'wo
:Companies of the Merida Battalions advanced in
Frout, and of the'Commanding Officersand Soldiery
of the'Battalions of Seville, and the Portuguefe Bri-
gade. -1 have already noticed the diftingu-fhed Con-
fiduct of Don Carlos, ‘and, his Battalion merits “the
h];;hd(i Encomiumns.

I havé not -yet been able to colle@ the Returns of
om“x,u{s From the Nature of Mountam Warfare,
many Men are miffiig who cannot Jum for a Day or
two, but L believe the Enémy will oniy have to boatt
that He 'nds atchieved hxs Puﬂ'aﬂt and lits Killed and
Wonnded will 'be grcdt Dnmnutmn ol his \/u.tory.'

lhavc the Honour to be, &c.

ROLLRT VVILSON
Sir A. I'Vc'l/ﬂ:y, Te e, Ge

‘

Fruxillp, Augufl Zvi', ;359.

Generar Cussta moved his Head Quarters
L from the Neghbourhood of the Bridye of Argdbilpo
on the Night ot the 7th Inftant, to Feraleca de Gare
bin, lezving an Advarzced Guard, con 1.hn3:_ of Ty wo,
Dmfo 15 of Infantry, and the Duke 1Y '-Uburqucr-
gue’s Divilon d Caval: ¥, for the Défu 'ce ot the
raffage of the Trgus at this Poiot.

‘1 he Freuch Caval v paficd the Tagusat a I‘g)rd
immediately above the Bridge, at Halr- -patt One'i ing
the Afternoon of the 3th, and furprifed this advance
Guard, which retired, )ea»iucr tchind them all'their
Cnl)l]dn, as well as thofe in thr. Batierices conllru&ed:
for the Defence of the Bridge. '

The General then moved his Head Qarters to
the Mela d'Ihor 4n the Eveniug of the stn, having
his Advanced Guard at Bohoral. He refigned the
Command of the Army on the v2th, (on au'oum ‘of
the bad State of his Health,) which has devolved

‘



