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Britifh Army, but that I could not feparate it. He
then defired me to chufe whether I would goor flay,
and I preferred to go, from thinking that the Britifh
Troopa were moft likely to do the Bufinefs cffeétually,
and without Conteft ; and from being of Opinion
was more important to us than to the Spanifh
Army, that to open the Communication through
Plafencia, although very important to them. With
this Decifion, General Cuefta appeared perfeétly
fatisfied.

The Movements of the Enemy in our Front {ince
the 1ft, had induced me ro be of Opinion, that de-
fpairing of forcing us at Talavera, they intended to
force a Paflage by Efcalona, and thus to opena
Communication with the French Corps coming from
Plalencia. .

"This Sufpicion was confirmed on the Night of the
2d, by Letrers received from Sir Robert Wilfon, of
which I inclofe Copies; and before I quitted Ta-
Iavera on the 3d, I waited upon General O’ Donoghue
and converfed with him upon the whole of our Situa-
tion, and pointed out to him the Poffibility that in
the cafe of the Enemy coming through Llcalona,
General Cuefta might find himfeif obliged to quit
Talavera, before 1 fhould be able to return to
him; and I urged him to collet ail the Carts
tha could be got, in order to remove our Hofpi
tal. At his Defire I put the Purport of this
Converfation in Writing, and fent him a Letter to
be laid before General Cuelta, of which I enclofe
a Copy.

The Britifh Army marched on the 3d to Oropefa,
General Baflecourt’s Spanith Corps being at Centi-
nello, where I defired that it might halt the next
Day, in order that I might be nearer it.

About Five 0’Clock in the Evening, I heard that
the French had arrived from Plafencia at Navalmoral,
whereby they were between us and the Bridge of
Almaraz.

About an Hour afterwards, I received from
General O’Donoghue the Letter and its [nclofures,
of which 1 inclofe Copies, announcing to me the In-
tention of General Cuefla to marcH frem Talavera in
the Evening, and to leave there my Hofpital, ex-
cepting fuch Men as could be moved by the Means
he already had, on the Ground of his Apprehenfion
that I was not ftrong enough for the Corps coming
from Plafencia, and that the Enemy was moving
upon his Flank, and had returned to Santa Olalla in
his Front.

I acknowledge that thele Reafons did not appear
to me fufficient for giving up fo important a Poit as
Talavera, for expofing the combined Arwies toan
Attack in Front acd Rear at the fame Time, and
for abandoning my Hofpital ; and [ wrote the Letter
of which I inclofe a Copy.

This unfortunately reached the General after he
had marched, and he arrived at Oropefa fhortly after
Daylight, on the Morning of the 4th. '

The Queftion what was to be done, was then to be
confidered. The Knemy, ftated to be Thirty Thou-
fand firong, but at all Events confifting of the Corps
of Soult and Ney, either united, or not very diftant
from each other, and {uppofed by Marfhal jourdan
and Jofeph Buonaparte, to be {ufficicatly {trong to
attack the Britith Army, ftated to be Lwenty-five
Thoufand ftrong, were on one Side, in Pofleflion of
the high Road to the Paflage of the Tagus at Al-

maraz, the Bridge at which Place we kuew had Leen
removed, although the Boats thill necellarily remained
in the River.

On the other Side, we had Reafon to expeét the
Advance of Vidor's Corps to Talavera, as foon as
Gencral Cuefta’s March fhould be known, and after
leaving Twelve Thoufand Men to watch Vanegas,
and allowing from Ten to Eleven Thoufand kibllcd
and wounded in the late A&ion, this Corps would
have amounted to Twenty-five Thoufand, We could

-exuricate ourfelves from this difficult Situation only

by great Celerity of Movement, to which the T'roops
were unequal, as they had not had their Allowance
of Provifions for feveral Days, and by Succefs in
Two Battles. If unfuccefsful in either, we fhould
have been without a Reétreat ; and if Soult and Ney
avoiding an A&ion had retired before us, and had
waited the Arrival of Victor, we fhould have been
expofed to a general Aflian with Fifty Thoufand
Men, equally without a Retreat.

We had reafon to expe, that as the Marquis de
la Reyna could not remove the Boats from the River
Almaraz, Soult would have deftroyed them.

Our only Retreat was, therefore, by the Bridge
of Argo Bifpo; and if we had moved on, the
Enemy, by breaking that Bridge while the Army
fheuld be engaged with Soult and Ney, would have
deprived us of that only Refource, _

We could not take a Pofition at Oropefa, as we
thereby left open the Road to the Bridge of Arco
Eifpo from Talavera by Calera; and, after confi-
dering the whole Subjeét maturely, 1'was of Opi-
nion that it was advifable to retire to the Bridge of

.Argo Bifpo, and to take up a defenfive Pofition

upon the Tagus.

1 was induced to adopt this laft Opinion, becaufe
the French have now at leaflt Fifty Thouland Men
difpofable to oppofe to the Combined Armies, and
a Corps of Twelve Thoufand to watch Vanegas;
and I was likewife of Opinion, that the fooner the
defenfive Line fhould be taken up, the more likely
were the Treops to be able to defend it.

Accordingly I marched on the 4th, and crofled
the Tagus by the Bridge of Argo Bilpo, and have
continuéd my Routé to this Place, in which I am
well fituated to defend the Paflage of Almaraz and
the lower Parts of the Tagus. General Cuelta
croflfed the River on the Night of the sth, and he
is ftill at the Bridge of Argo Bifpe.

About Two Thoufand of the Wounded have
been brought away from Talavera, the remaining
Fifteen Hundred are there; and I doubt whether,
under any Circumitances, it wouid have been poflible
or confiftent with Humanity, to attempt ‘to remove
any more of them. , : :

From the Treatment which fome of the Soldiers
wounded on the 27th,. and who fell into:the Hands
of the Lunemy, expericnced from them, and from
the Manner in which [ have always treated the
Wounded who have fallen into my Hands, I ex-
pe& that thefe ped-will be well treated ; and I
have only to lament, tazt a new Concurreénce of
Events, aver which from Circumsllances I had and
could have no Coatroul, fhould have placed the
Army in a Situation to be obliged to leave any
of them behind. :

I have the Honour to ke, &e.

(Signed) ~ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.
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