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‘bearing my Flag, and I was followed by. the Bla
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Adimiralty-Qffice, Auguft 20, 13c9. -

TS ISPATCHES, of which the followirig are:

Cogles, were received dafly night at this Dfice

. from Sir Richard John -Strachan, Bart. and K. B.

Recr-Admiral of the White; &¢.’ zédrcfled to the
Hon. William Wellefley Pole. . : .

8t Domingo, E('M/Jing-RavaZ{:!.

SIR, ' qth Augelt i8cg.

HAVE much Satisfattion in, ‘acquainting you,,

for the luformation of -their -Lordihins, that the

Town and Garrifon of Flufhing have capitulated upon |

the Terms, a Copy of which I fend herewith.

Their Lordfhips have already been apprifed that
it was my lIntention to have proceeded up the
Scheld, with the Divifion of Frigates under Lord
William Stuart, and that the greater Part of our
Flotilla had advanced to Bathz, in the Charge of
Sir Home Popham, by whem the” Enemy were
driven above Lillo, where their ‘Ships and Gun-
Brigs had taken up a.ftrong Pofiticn. The Com-
mard of the impartant Service of the Scheld, T have
given to Sir Richard Xeats, and he has my Direc-
tons to co-operate with Lieutenant General the
Earl of Rofslyn, as well as to ufe every Means in
his Povrer for capturing or defiroying the Fleet and
Flotilla of the Encmy. o :

Rear Admiral Lord Gardner remained with the
Ships naméd in the Margii #* off Dykeshook, and
his Lordthip had received my Dircélion to hold
that Squadron i readinefls to go againft.the Gar-
rifon. of Fluthing. :

Onthe 12th Inftant, I was informed by Lord
Chatham, that the advanced Batterics were fuffi-

ciently prepared to open on the Enemy the Day

following, at One o’Clock in the Afternoen ; and
as it appeared to me of Confequence that the Line
of ‘Battle Ships Thould pafs the Town at the fame
Moment, I therefare abandoned my Intention of
going up to the advanced Flotilla, and proceeding to
Dykefhook hoifted my Flag in the St. Domingo.
The Batteries opened on the Garrifon as it was pre-
vigufly-fettled, at Oge in the Afternoon of the 13th
by the Enemy.

The Bombs and Gun Veflels vader the Direction
of Captain Cockburn, of the Belleifle, were moft
judicioufly placed at the South Ealt End of the
Town ; and to the South Weft, Captain Owen, of

Inftant, and the Fire wasreturncd with great Vigour

the Clyde, had with equal Skill and Judgment,

placed the Bomb and other Veflels under his Orders.

I had much Satisfa&tion in witnefling the Fire that

was kept up by the Squadrous under the Command
of thefe Two Officers, and the Precifion with which
the Shefls were thrown from the Bombs. o

Unfortunately the Wind' was too fcant’ fo allow

me to weigh when the Batteries opened, but it prov- .
ing more favourable the fellom’ng Day, I immedi-.

ately put thdt ‘Intentién it execution, and at Ten
in the Forenoon.of the 14th procceded'with the Ships
already named towards Flufhing, meaning to pafs to
a more convenient ‘Anchorage for placing the Squad-

‘ron againtt it,. when {uch a Meafure -thauld app;c?rito

be neceffary. : o :
This Squadion was led in by the St. _Do_mmﬁo',-'
Te,
» Domin‘go, ﬁlake, R‘epulfe, FViﬂorious, Denmark, Ay-
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with the Flag of Rear-Adnfiral Lord Gardner ; the

_yther Ships advanced in Succeffion. Séon after we

l;ad opened our Fire, the Wind came more South-
erly, and the St. Domingo grounded infide of -the -

-Dog-Sand. Lord Gardner not koowing our Situ.

ation palled infide of us, by which the Blake zllo

.grounded. . The cther Ships were immediateiy di-

re€ted to haul off, and anchur as previoufly intended.

After being fome Time tn this Situatiog, during
which the Enemy’s Fire Sackened, by the 2&ive
and zealous Exertions of Captain Owen of theClyde,
who came to our Afiiftance, and anchored clofe to
the Stz Domingo, fhe was got off, .and foon after [
had the Satisfa&tion of feeing the Blake alfo afivat,
and come to Anchor with the reft of the Sguadron.

I was much plealed with the Conduét-and Exer-
tions of Captain Gill, of the St. Donmingo, and his
Cfficers, and with the Steadinels, ¢nergy, and good

. Order of the Ships” Company. Lord Gardner bears

equal Teftimony to the Behaviour of the Officers,
Seamen, and Marines, of the Blake, and his Lord.
fhip mentions the Affitance he received fiom Cap--
tain Codriagton in the higheft terms of Praife.

T'he Fire of the Enemy towards the Evening had
confiderably abated, the Town was Burning in many

| Places, and-much Damage was done to the Houfes.

At Seven o’Clock [ received a Meffage from Lien-
tenant-General Sir Eyre Coote requelting T would
ceale Holftilities, as a Summons had been .fent into
Flufhing ; but at Night the Tire again Commenced,

.and was kept up without intermiffion until Two

.0’Clock of the Morning of the 1 5th, when the French

Commandant General Mannet offered to Sarrender.
This was Communicated to me by the Lieutenant-
General, and in Counfequence I direfted the Flag of
Truce to_be hoifted at Day light on Board His
Majefty’s Ships, and that Hoftilities fhould ceafe.
The Lientenant-General having alfo intimated his
With, that T'wo Commiffioners fhould be (et on the
Part of the Navy, to affilt in the propofed Capitula-
tion, I accordingly nominated Lord Garduer to meet
Sir'Lyre Coote, at Eaft Zoubirg, and to taks with
him Captain Cockburn, to att in Conjun&ion with
the Officers on the Part of the Army.  Shortly after
I received a Mellage from the Earl of Chatham, re-
quefting to {ee me at Zouburg, On my Asrival

there, 1 found his Lordfhip had fele@ed Colonel

Long, Adjutant-General of the Army, and Cap:ain
Cockburn, to be the Commiffioners for fettling the
Terms of Capitulation, -which were finally concluded |
late in the Evening of the ¥sth, o

. In the extenfive and vaiious Branches of the Ser.-
vice committed to my Care, their Lordfhip’s -muft”
b: aware, that it would be impoffible that 2l ilie
Flag-Ofbicers could be vmployed in the effective Ships -
under my Cemmand, but 1 am no lefs indebted for
the active Exertions of Rear-Admiral Oiway, with -
whom I left the difficult Tafk of arranging-all the
Service connefied with the Operations againft Fluth.
ing, and I am happy in thig Opportunity of making
him' my Acknowledgements for the Khility with
which thofe Arrangemeiits were made, and that Ser-
vice conduéted. To Rear-Admiral Sir. Richard
Keats, my Thanks are:particularly due, for his zea-
lous Exertions in’ defeating the Intenptions of the
Enemy at Bathz; and his allive.Co-operation-with .
Licutenant-General Sir John. Hope on South Beve.
qlahd, and. the upper;Rart of the Ealt Scheld.



