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TUESDAY, AUGUST '15, 1809. 

Dow tung-Street, August 15, 1809 . 

DI S P A T G H E S , of which the following are 
Copies and Extracts, were this Day received 

•at the Office of the Lor-d Viscount Castlereagh, 
Oneof His Majesty's Principal' Secretaries of State , 

-from Lieutenant-General the Right Honourable Sir 
Ar thur Wellefiey, l*L B . dated Talavera, 29th Ju ly 

. 1809 . 
Talavera de la Reyna, 

M Y L O R D , -July 29, 1809. 

GE N E R A L G'UESTA-fellowed the Enemy's 
March with his Army from the Alberche on 

• theMorning of the.24th, as far as Santa Olalla, and 
:pushed forward his Advanced Guard -as far as 
-Torrijos. 

For the Reasons stated to your Lordstiip in my 
•Dispatch of the 2.4th I moved only T w o Divisions 
of Infantry and a Brigade of Cavalry across the 
Alberche to Cafalegos, under-the Command of Lieu

tenant-General Sherbrooke, with a View to keep up 
• the Communication betweenGeneral Cueda and me, 
-and with Sir"R. Wilson's Corps at Efcalona. 

I t appears that General Vanegas had not-carried 
into Execution that Part of the Plan of Operations j 
which related to In's Corps, and that he was still at 
"D-imiel, in La Mancha ; and the Enemy in the ] 

•Course of the -24th, 25th, and 26th, collected all ! 
-hi;' Forces in this Part of Spain, between Torrijos-j 
•a id Toledo, leavi.ig but a small Corp-s of T w o 

Thousand Men in rhat Place. | 
•His united Army thus consisted of the Corps of : 

"Marshal Victor, of that of-General Seballiani, and 
of'Seven or liight Tlioufand Men the -Guards of 

• Joseph Buonaparte, and the Garrison of Madrid, 
• aud it was commanded by-Joseph Buonaparte, aided 
by Marshals.Jourdan and Victor* and General Se-

. baftiani 
. Ot) the 26th General Cuesta's advanced Guard 

was attacked near Torrijos, and obliged to fallback, 

and the General retired with his Army on that Day 
to the left Bank of the Alberche, General Sher
brooke continuing at Cafalegos, and the Enemy at 
Sartta Olalla. 

I t was then obvious that the Enemy intended to 
try the Result of a general Action, for which the 
best Position appeared to be in the Neighbourhood 
of Talavera, and General Cuesta having consented to 
take up this Position on the Morning of the 27th, I 
ordered General Sherbrooke to retire with his Corps 
to its Station in the Line , leaving General Macken
zie with a Division of Infantry and a Brigade of 
Cavalry as an advanced Post in the Wood on 
the Right of Alberche, which covered our Left 
Flank. 

T h e Position taken up by the Troops at Talavera 
extended rather more than T w o Miles; the Ground 
was open upon the Left, where the British Army 
was stationed, and it was commanded by a Height 
on which was, in Echellon and in Second Line, a 
Division of Infantry under the Orders of Major-
General Hil l . 

There was a Valley between this Height and a 
Rangeof Mountains still fnrtherupon the Left, which 
Valley was not at first occupied, as it was corn* 
manded by the Height before mentioned ; and the 
Range of Mountains appeared too distant to have 
any Influence upon the expected Action. 

T h e Right , consisting of Spanish Troops , extend
ed immediately in Front of the Town of Talavera 
down to the Tagus . This Part of the Ground was 
covered by Olive Tree**, and much intersected by 
Banks and Ditches. T h e high Road leading from 
the Bridge over the Alberche, was defended by a 
heavy Battery in Front of a Church, which was oc
cupied by Spanish Infantry. All the Avenues to 
the Town were defended in a similar Manner ; the 
Town was occupied, and the Remainder of the 
Spanish Infantry was formed in T w o Lines behind 


