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that the Offenders to the : contrary stall not only 
incur His Majesty's just^ Displeasure, but be pro­

ceeded against tor such their Contempt aud Offence?, 
according to the titm&st Severity of Law. 

. /" Slcph. Collrell. 

Downimr-Street, Augufl l i , 1809. 

DD I S P A T C H E S , os which the following are 
Extracts, have been received at the Office of 

Lord Vi/count Castlereagh, Oite of 'His Majeily's 
Principal Secretaries of State, from Lieutenant-Ge­
neral Sir Ar thur WtlleHey, K. B . 

M Y L O R D , Placenc'w, 151b July 1809. 

AF T E R . LJiad written to your Lordship 0:1 the 
1 it Instant, Joseph Bonaparte crossed the Tagus 

again, and joined Sebaltiar.i with the Troops he had 
brought from Madrid, and wish a Detachment from 

.Marshal Victor's Corps, making the Corps -of Se­
bastian! about Twenty-eight Thousand Men, with 
an Intention of attacking Vanegas" Corps. Vnne-
gas, however, retired into the Mountains of the 
Sierra Morena, and Colonel Larey with his advanced 
G u a r d attacked a French advanced Corps in the 
.Night, and'destroyed many or them. 

T h e French Troops then returned again to the 
•Tagus* • which'1 River Joseph had crossed with the 
Rehiforceiweiit which he iiad taken ip Sebastian i's 
Corps ; ana this last Corps, consisting of Ten Thou-
•sjand'Men'only, was on 'the left Bank of the T?.gus-, 
abou t dMadVielejos', in Front of Vanegas, who was 
agaiivadvancing. ' 
:**'T'helast Accounts from this Quarter were of the 
8th,• . . ; ; ' ' •' '' 

-.The. French A r m y under Victor , joined'by the 
Detachments biought by Joseph from Sebastiani's 
Corps, and amounting in the whole to abo>it Thi r ty 
five Thousand Men, are concentrated in th'e Neigh­
bourhood of Talavera, and on the Albcrche ; G a i e -
val-'G'utesta's Army has been in the Position.which i 
informed your Lord snip that it had taken up since 1 
addressed you on the l i t Instant. 
• T h e Advanced Guard of the British Ariny.arrivcd 

here on the 8tli, and the Troops which were with 
me: on t h e ' T a g u s arrived by the l o t h ; . t h e 23d 
L i g h t Dragoons and the 48th arrived Yesteiday ; 
tire 61st Regiment wiil arrive To-morrow. 

*• . 1 went lo General Cuesta's Quarters at Almaraz 
en the i c t h , and stayed there tut the 12th, and I 
have arranged with that General a Plan of Opera­
t ions upon the French A-rmy, which we are to begin 
to carry into Execution on the i : t h , if the 'French 
.should remain do long 111" thei r Position. 

T h e Spanish A r m y under General Cnesta consists 
of about-Thirty eight Thousand Men, (exclusive os 
V-aneg'as's Corps) of which Seven Thousand are (3a-
valry. Abou t Fourteen 'sho.ulaiid. Men are de­
tached to the 'Bridge'.of Arzobispo, and the Re ­
mainder are in the Camp under the Puerte de 
Mirabete. 

I have the Pleasure to inform your Lordship, that 
the Seven Battalions of 'Infantry from Ireland and 

;the Islands, and the Troop of Horse Artillery from 
Greut-Britaiu, arrived at Lisbon in the Beginning of 
the. Month. , 

.General Crausurd's Brigade is" on its March to 
Jo in the Army , but will not arrive here till the 24th 
or 125th. I have the' Honour to be, 

. - . ; • • A R T H U R W . E L L E S L E Y . 

Talavera de la Rcyna, July 24, 1809. 
M Y L O R D , 

A C C O R D I N G to the Arrangement which I had 
settled with General Cnesta, the Army broke up 
from Placentia on the 17th and 18th Instant, and 
reached Oropesa on the 20th, whe.-e it formed a 

•j Junction with the Spanish Army under his Com­
mand. . , 

Sir Robert Wilson had marched from the Venta 
de Bazagon, on the Tietar, with the Lusitanian Le­
gion, a Battalion of Portuguese Chasseurs, and T w o 
Spanish Battalions on the 15th ; he arrived at Arenas 
on the 19th, and on ihe Albcrche, at Escalona, on 
the 2->,d. 

General Vnnegas had a'llo been directed to break 
up from Madrilev-c/s ou the 18th aud 19th, and to 
march by T-renblrque and Ocana to Pueitteduenas 
on the Tagus , where that River is crossed by a Ford, 
and thence to Arganda, where lie was to arrive on 
the 2 2d and .2,3d. 

On the 22d, the combined Armies moved from 
Oropesa, aud the advanced GUUKU attacked, the 
Enemy's-Outposts* at Talavera. Their Right was 
turned by ihe ill Hussars and Hie 23d Light Dra­
goons under Gene/al Au son, directed by Lieutenant-
General Payne*, and b'y the Division of Infantry un­
de r the- .'Command of Major-General Mackenzie, 
and they were d'-iven ip by the Spanish-advanced' 
Guards"undur the Command of General Sarjas .and 
the D u e d* Albuquerque. 

W e tost Eleven Hoifes by -the Fire of Csn ion ' 
from the Enemy's Position an the Albcrche, find the, 
Spaniards had fume Men wounded. 

T h e Columns were formed for the At tack of this 
Pofiiion Yesterday ; but the At tack was postponed 

"till this Morning by Defircof General Cnesta, when 
the different Corps destined for the At tack were put 
in motion : but the Luemy bad. retired .at about One 
in the Morning to Santa Oialla, and thence towards 
Tovrijos; I conclude to firm a Junction with the 
Corps under General Sebastian*!. 

1 h'a've' not been able- to follow the Enemy as I 
could wish, on account of the great Deficiency of 
Means of Transport in Spain. I. enclose the Copy 
of a Letter , which I thought it proper to address"* 
upon this Subject to M::jor-General O 'Donoghue , 
the Adjutant-General of the Spanish Army, as'foou * 
as I found that this Country would furnish no Means 
of this Description. 

Gen-oral Cuest'a has urged the Central Junta to " 
adopt .vigorous Measures to relieve our Wants : till 
I am supplied, 'I-do not think it proper, andr indeed"* 
I cannot, continue my Operations. I have great 
Hopes, however, that belore long I snail be supplied 
from Andalusia aud L a Manch.i with the hfeans' 
which 1 require, and I lhall then resume .the active: -
Operations which I have been compelled to relin-
quisli. • 

I have the Honour .to be, &c. &c. &c. .':':, :• 
(Signed) "". A R T H U R W E L L E S L E Y . ^ 

..."uti 
Downing-Street, August 1 1 , . 1805. 

. I S P A T C H £ S , ' . o f , which the .foUpwing'.pEe'". 
'•"Copies., have been received a t the Office of 

Lord Viscount Castlereagh, One of ,His Majesty's. 
Principal Secretaries of State, from Ljeutenant-iG^-
n.eral the Earl of Chatham, K. G. ,.- •• *r . 


