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cority of the Lnemy, he ‘indeed was able to reach
Linz, but was incapatle of croffing the Danube, and
obliged to.conteat himielf with dedtroying the Com-
munication with the Jeft Bank, and taking up a
Pofition behind the Traun near Eberfberg. This
was the QOccafion of an extremely murderous En-
gagement, during which the Enemy in ftorming the
Bridge loft near Four Thoufund Men : Eberberg
was {fet on Tire, and’ Lieutenant-General Hiller
continued his Retreat, till he got fo much the Start as
to pafs the Danube near Stain without being ditturb-
ed by the EXnemy, and to wait thc Approach of the
Arxchduke, who, after having in vain attempted the
Jun&ion of the Army near Linz, had marched from
Budweis tp’ Zwettel 5 ftill hoping, by a quick Pai-
fage of the Danube, to arreft the Luemy’s Progrefs
towards the Metropolis. L
Meanwhile a Corps of Wurtembergers had ad-
vanced frem Paflau aléng both the” Shores of the
Danube, had occupied Linz and the Back oppofite
to it ; had reftored the Bridge, and fignalized itfelf
by~ deftroying the defencelels Villages and Caftles
swhich could not be prote&ted by the fmall advanced
Guard proceeding by the Side of the main Army.
The Enemy, by marching through the Valley of
the Danube in the ftraighteit Line, had got {o much
a-head, that all Hopes of coming up with him in
Front of Viema vanithed ; ftill, however, if that City
had beenable to hold out for Five Days, it might have
‘been relieved ; and the Archduke refolved on ventur-
ing the utmoftto refcue that good City, which, by the
excellent Difpofition of its Citizens, the faithful
Acttachment to its Sovereign, and .its noble Devo-
tion, has raifed to itfelf an eternpl Monument in the
Annals of Auftria.  All his Plans were now direéted
¥owards gaining the Bridges acrofs the Danube near
Vierina,” and endeavouring to fave the Imperial Refi-
&ence by a Combat under 1ts very Walls. .
Vienna, formerly an important Fortrefs, was in

<& befieged by the Turks, and would, even now,

fiom the Solidity of its Ramparts, the ftrong Profiles
of its Works, and the'extenfive Syftem of 1ts Mines,
be ¢opable of making a protratted Refiftance, had
not, for upwards of a Cenvury back, the Luxury of
a large Metropolis, the Wants of Eafe, the Conflux
of all the Magnates in the Empire, and the Pomp of
o {plendid Court, totaily effaced everv' Confidera-
tion of military Defence. Falaces adorn the Ram-
pait, the Calémates and Ditches were converted into
Workfhops of Tradefmen, Plantations mark the
€ounter-dcarpes of the Fortrefs,and Avenues of I'rees
traverfe the Glacis, uniting the molt beautiful Sub-
urbs in the World to the Corps de la Place.

Although under fuch Circumfiances no obftinate
Reliftance of the Capital was to be expefted, yot
fror the unexampled Loyalty of the Inhabitants it
was confidently hoped that Vienna might for a few
Days ferve as aTéte de Pont to cover the Paffage of
the River; whence all Preparations amounted to
nd more than to fecure the Place againft a Coup-de-
Main; and for this Reafon the Archduke had fome
"Time before dire&ted Field-Marthal Hiller to {end
Part of his Corps along the right Bank towards
the Capital, in the Event of his (the Archduke’s)
TPaffage tothe left Shore. _

Field-Marfhal Hiler now received Crders to
hurn the Bridge near Stain in his Rear, to leave a

Lmall Corps of Obfervation near Krems, té haiten
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by forced Marches with the Bulk of his Army to
the Lnvirons of Vienna, and, as Circumftances
would permit, by occupying the fmall Iftands, to keep
up the Communication with the City and the De-
bouché acvols the Bridges.

The Army of the Archduke now advanced, withs
out Interruption, by Neupolla, Horn, and Weiken-
dorf upon Stockerau; and, in order to overawe fuch
Enterprizes as the Enemy might projeét from the
LEnvirons of Linz, Part of the Corps of the General
of Artillery Count Kollowrath, swhich till then had
remained near Pillfen with a view to fecure the
North and Welt Frontier of Bohemia, was ordered
to march to Budweis,

Napoleon had ufed fo much Expedition on his
March to Vienna, that on the gth of May his ad-
vanced Troops appeared on the Glacis of the Fou-
trels, whence they were driven by fome Cannon-

-Shot,  ¥rom Three to Four thoufand regular
Troops, as many armed Citizens, and {ome Batal-
lions of Country Militia, defended the City ; Ord-
nance of various Calibre was placed upon the Ram-
parts; the Suburbs were zbandoned on account of
their great Extent ; and the numerous Iflands and
low bufhy Ground behind the Town were cccupied
by fome Light Troops of the Corps of Hiller as
well as by Militia.

The Corps itfelf was pofted on what is termed
““ the Point’’ on the left Shore of the River, waitingg
the Arrival of the Army, which was advancing in
hafle.

The Occupation ¢f Vienna formed too eflential a
Part in the extenfive Plans of the French Em-

_peror ; its Conqueft had been announced by him
-with too much Confidence, and was of too great’

 Importance towards confirming the Prejudice of his
irrefiltible Power, for him not to employ every

Method of taking it before the Affiftance which was
fo near could arnve. :

For the Space of Twenty-four Hours the How-
itzers played upon ‘the Town; and though feveral

Houfes were {et on fire, the Courage of the Inhabi-
tants reinained unfhaken,  But a general Devaftation
threatened their valuable Property, and when at”
length the Enemy, availing himfelf of the numerous.
Craft which he found there, crofled the {maller-
Branches of the Danube, diflodged the Troops frem
the neareft 1flands, and menaced their Communi--

cation with the left-Bank, the City was juftificd in *

capitulating, while the Troops retreated by the great

Bridge of L'abor, which they afterwards fet on Fire,

The Archduke reccived this Intelligence in his”

Head-Quarters, between Horn and Meiflav, and

though it was fcarcely to be expected that the City,

ance, the Archduke proceeded on his March with.
out Interruption, flattering himfelf that he might be
able to execute his favourite Proje¢t by a bold
Attempt to pafs the Danube near Vienna,

This City capitulated on the r3th of May, fo-
that there was no further Occafion. to expole the
Army to Hazard by crofling -the Danube, for
which no {ufficient Preparation bad been made, and
which muft have been effected in the Tace of the

greatelt Difadvantage. By the Surrender of Vicnna
the Army had ulfo loft a Point of Support on whici: »

to reft its military Operations.

I

furrounded as it was, fhould continue its Refilt- -

Enemy, and under local Circumflances of the -
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