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n Account of the Battle fought near Afpern, on the
Marchfield, on the 21/ and 224 of May 1809,

1

“Bereveen the Archdube Charles of Auftria, Gene- .
raliffimo of the Imperial Aufirian Armics, and the -

Emperor Napoleon, Commmander in Chief of the
French and Adllied Armies.

HE Emperor Napoleon having, after fome fan-
guinary Engagements near Abenfberg, Hau-
‘fen and Dinzlingen, in which the Fortune of War

favoured the Auftrian Arms fo as to force the,

French Garrifon at Ratibbon to furrender, fucceed-
ed in cutting off the Left Wing of the Auftrian
Army and driving it back to Landfhut, and after
wards in advancing by Eckmuhkl with a f{uperior
Corps of Cavalry, taking the Road of Egloftkeim,
and forcing to retreat thofe Aufirian Corps that
were pofted on the Heights of Leikepoint and Tal-
mefling, the Archduke on the 23d-of April croffed
the Dauunbe nea: Ratifbon, and joined the Corps of
Bellegarde, who had opened the-Campaign by feve-
ral fuccefsful Affairs in the Upper Palatinate, had
reached Amberg, Neumarkt and Hemau, and ha{(l
by this Time approached Stadt-am-Hof, in order to
execute its immediate Jun&ion with the Archduke.
The Emperor Napoleon ordered the Bombaid.
arent of Rati{bon, occupied by 2 few Battalions who
were to cover the Paflage of the Danube. On the
234 in.the Evening he became Mafter of it, and im-
ediately haftened alorng the right Bank of the
Danube to en.erthe Aulnan States, in order, as
he openly declared, to diftate Peace at Vienna,
The Auftrian Army had taken z Pofition near

Napoleon called all r}ifpc)reable T'roops, in forced
+ Marches, from the North of Germany to the
Danube, and confiderably reinforced his Army with
the Troops of Wurtemberg, Heflra, Baden, and
fome Time after with thofe of Saxony.

Near Kirn ard Nittenau, fome Affairs had hap..
pened between the Qut-pofts, which, however, had
no Influence upon the Armies.

However ealy it would have been for the Arch-
duke to continue his offenfive Operations on the lefe
Bank of the Danube without any material Re-
fitance, and however gratifying it might have been
to relieve Provinces which were groaning beneath
the Preflure of Foreign Dominion ; the Prefervation
of his Native Land did not permit him té fuffer the
Enemy to riot with Impunity ir the Entrails of the
Monarchy, to give up the rich Sources of its Inde-
pendence, aid expofe the Welfare of the Subje&
to the Devaftations of foreign Conquerors. :

Thefe Motives induced the Archduke to condu&
his Army to Bohemia, by the Way of Klent{ch and
Neumark, to occupy the Bohemian Foreft with

Cham, behind the River Kegzen, which was watched |

by fome of the Kpemies Divillons, while Emgeror

A

Light Troops and Part of the Militia, and to direft
his March towards Budweis, where he arrived ou the
3d of May, hoping to join near Lintz, his Left
Wing, which had been feparated from him, and
which was under the Command of Lieutenant-
General Baron Hilter.

But the latter had been o clofely preffed by the
united Force of the French Armies, that, after feve-
1ol {pirited Engagements, and even after a brilliant
Affair in. which he had the Advantage near Neu-
markt, and in which the Troops atchieved all that
was peffible againft the difproportionate Superia




