. immediately 3 and T

It was importani, with a View to the Operations
of Marfhal Beresferd, that 1 fhonld crofs the Douro
had {ent Major-Geneval Murray

in the Morning with a Battalion of the Hanaverian
Legion, a Squadron of Cavalry., and Two Six
‘Pounders, to endeavour to collect Boats, and, if pof-
« fible, to crofls the River at Ovintag, about Four Miles
- above Oporto 3 and T had as many Boats as could
be collefted brought to the Ferry, immediately above
the Tox ns of Oporto and Villa Nova.

-The Ground on the Right Bank of the River at
this Terry is protefted and comnmanded by the Tire
of Cannon, placed on the Height of the Sierra-Coun-
vent at Villi Nova, and there appeared to be a good
Pofition for our Troops en the oppolite -Side of the
‘River, till they faguld be collefted in fofficient
Numbers. .

The Enemy tock no Notice of cur Colle€tion of
“Doats, or of the Embarkation of the Troops, ull
after the Tirlt Battelion (the Daffs) were landed;
and had taken up their Polinon under the Command

. of Lieutenant-General Pagct on the oppolite Side of
the River. :

They then commenced an Attack upon them,
swith alarge Body of Cavalry, [nfantry,. and Are
tillery, under the Command of Mavfhal Soulr, which

- that Corps molt gallantly {ultained, till fupported,
- fucceflively by rhe 45th and 66th Regiments, belong-
+ing to Major General Hhill’s Brigade, anda Portu-
- guefe Battalion, and afterwards by the Firlt Datta-
lion of Detachiments belonging to Bugadier. General
Richard Stewart’s Drigade. o -

.Licutenant-General  'Paget was unfortunately
-wounded {oon after the Attack commenced, -when

the Command of thefe gallant Troops-devolved upon
" Major General Hill. :

Althongh the French made repeated Attacks upon

«them, they made no lmprellion, and at lakt. Major
. General Murray having appeared on the. Enemy’s
Left Flank on his March from.QOvinire, where he
had croffed, and , Lieutenant-General Sherbrooke,
who by this Time had availed himfelf of the Enemy’s
* Weaknels in the Town of Operto, and had crofled
the Douoro at the Terry, between. the Towns of

*Villa Nova and Oporto, having appeared upon the’
«Right with the Brigade of Guards, and the 2gth’

Regiment, the whole retired in the. utmoft Con-
~fufion towards Amaranthe leaving behind them Five
Pieces of Canon, Eight Ammunition Tumbrils, and
many Prifoners.

" The. Evemy’s Lofs in killed and wounded in this.

A&ion has beev very large, and they bave left be-
hind them in Oporto 700 fick and wounded.

" Brigadier-General the Honourable Charles-Stew-
art then direéted a Charge by. a Squadron of - the
14th Dragoons, under the Command of Major. Her-

- vey, who made a fucgefsful Attack on the Enemy’s

. Rear Guard.

In the differegt A&ions with the Enemy, of which.

. I have above givcn_){our.Lordﬂﬁp an Account, we
< have loft fome, and the immediate Services of other
- valuable Officers and -Soldiers. .~ .
*In Lieutcnant-General Paget, .among the latter,
T have loft the Affitance of a Friend, who had been
mott ufeful to me in the few.Days which had elapfed
 fince be had joined the Army. .. -
"He had rendered a moft important Service at the
: Mament he received his Wound, in taking up the Po-
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fition which the Troops afterwards maintained, and
in bearing the firft Briat of the Enemy’s Attack.

Major Hervey zlfo diftinguithed himfelf at the
Moment he received his Wound in the Charge of the
Cavalry on this Day.

I cannot fay too much ia Favour of the Officers
and Troops. :

They have morched in Four Days over Eighty
Miles of molt difficult Country, have gained many
important Pefitions, and have engaged and defeated
Three different Dodies of the Enemy’s Troaps.

I beg particularly to draw your LordfRip’s Atten-
tion to the Condu& of Lieutenant-General Paget,
Major-Geneval Murray, Major.General Hill, Lieu-
tenant-General. Sherbrooke, Brigadier-General the
Honourable Chailes Stewart, Licurenant-Colonel
Delancey, Deputy Quarter. Malter-General, and
Captain Mellith, Afiltant Adjatant-General, for the
Affiftance they refpectively rendered General Stewart
in the Charge of the Cavalry this Day and on the
1ith, BMajor Colin Camphell, Aflitant-Adjurang
General, for the Affiltance he rendered Major-Ge-

| neral Hiil in the Defence of his Pott, and Brigadier

General Stewart in the Charge of the Cavalry this
Day, and Biigade-Major Fordyce, Captain Corry
and Caprain Hill, for the Affiltance they rendered
General Hill, : -
1 have alfo e requeft your Lordfhip’s Attention
to the Condult of the Riflemen and of the Flank
Companies of the 29th, 43d, and §2d Regiments,
under the Command of ‘Major Way of the agth,
and ‘that of the 16th Portuguefe Regiment, com-
manded by Colonel Machado, of which Lieutenant-
Colonel Doyle is Lieutenant-Colonel, and that of the
Drigade of the Fanoverian Legion, under the Coms
mand of Brigadicr-Generai Langworth, and that of
the Two Squadrons of the 56th and 20th- Lighe
Dragoons, under the Command of Major Blake of
the zcth, in the Aéion of the r1th; and the Con-
dnét of the Duffs commanded by Licuterant-Colonel

- Drommond, the 48th commanided by Colane! Duzk-

worth, and 66th commanded by Major Murray whoe
was wounded, and of the Squadron of the 14th
Dragoons -under the Command of Major Hevvey, in
the A&ion of this Day.

I have received the greateft Affittance from the
Adjutant-General and Quarter-Mafter-Gencral Con
lonel Murray, and from 2!l the Oficers belonging
to thefe Departments refp: &tively throughout the
Service, as well as frim Licutenant-Colonel Bathurk
and the Oflicers of my perfonal Staff; and I have
every Reafon to be fatished with the Artillery and
Offices » of Engineers.

I fend this Difpatch by Captain Stanhope, whom
I beg to recommend to your Lordfhip’s Prote&ion :
vis Brother the Honourahle Major Stanhope was
unfortunately wounded by a Sabre whillt leading a
Charge of the 16th Light Dragoons on the roth
Inftant. I have the Honour to be, &c,

(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLLEY.

Abfirad of the Killed, Wounded, and Mifing of the
Army under Lieutenant-General Sir Arihur Wellefley,
in Adion with the Advanced Pofls of the French
Army at Albergaria Nowa, the y0th iMay 1809.

None killed 3 1 Major, 2 Rank and File, wounded;
1 Rank and File, miffing.

Total—4.



