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Ic was importanti with a Vicv/ to the Operations 

of Marstial Beresfrid, that I should cross the Douro 
immediately ; and r had sent Major-General Murray 
in the Morning with a Battalion of the Hanoverian 
Legion, a Squadron of Cavalry, and T w o Six 
Pounders, to endeavour to collect Boats, and, if pos­
sible, to cross the River at Ovintas, about Four Miles 
above Oporto ; and I had as many Boats as could 
be collected brought to the Ferry, immediately above 
the Tov. us of Oporco and Villa Nova. 

• T h e Ground on the Right Bank o f the River at 
.this Ferry is protected and commanded by the Fire 
of Cannon, placed on the Height of the Sierra-Con­
vent at Vi!!\ Nova, and there appeared to be a good 
Position for our Troops on the opposite-Side of the 
River, till they should be collected in sufficient 
Numbers. 

The Enemy took no Notice of our Collection of 
'Boats, or of the Embarkation of the Troops, till 
after the First Battalion (the Buffs) were landed j 
and had taken up their Polifon under the Command 
of Lieutenant-General Paget on the opposite Side of 
the River. 

They then commenced an At tack upon them, 
with a large Body of Cavalry, Infantry,, and A:-« 
tillery, under the Command of Mai-fhal Soidr, which 
that Corps most gallantly sullained, till supported, 
successively by the 48th and 66th Regiments, belong­
ing to Major General Hill 's Brigade, and a Portu­
guese Battalion, and afterwards by the First Batta­
lion of Detachments belonging to Biigadier.General 
Richard Stewart's Brigade. 

Lieutenant-General Paget was unfortunately 
•wounded soon aster the A t t ack commenced, when 
the Command os these gallant Troops devolved upon 
Major General Hill. 

Although the French made.repeated At tacks upon 
them, they made no Imprrlhon, and at last.Major 
Gcneral Murray having appeared on the. Enemy's 
Left Flank on his March from, O vint re, where he 
had crossed, and , Lieutenant-General Sherbrooke, 
who by this Time had availed himself of the. Enemy's 
Weakness in .the Town of Oporto, and had crossed 
the Douro at the Ferry, between the Towns of 
Villa Nova and Oporto , having appeared upon the 

[Right with the Brigade of. Guards, and the 29th' 
; Regiment, the whole retired in the utmost Con­
fusion towards Amaranthe leaving behind them Five 
Pieces of Canon, Eight Ammunition Tumbrils, and 
many Prisoners. 

' The. Enemy's Loss in killed and wounded in this. 
Action has bre-> very large, and. they ha «'e left be­
hind them in Oporto 700 sick and wounded. 

" Brigadier-General ihe Honourable Charles Stew­
art then directed, a Charge by. a Squadron of- the 
14th. Dragoons, under the Command ot Major-Her-

• w y , who made a'.successful At tack on the Enemy's 
Rear Guard. . # 

In ihe .different Actions with the Enemy, of which, 
, I have above given your Lordship an Account , we 
; have lost some, and the immediate Services of other 
• valuable Officers and "Soldiers. . 

".In .Liemenant-GeneraLPaget,..among the latter, 
; I have lost the Assistance of a Friend, who had been 
molt useful to me in the few-.Days which had elapsed 

; since he had joined the A r m y . -• 
' H e had rendered a most important Service at the 

, Moment-he received his.Wo&ndj, in taking up thePo-

fit ion whicii the Troops afterwards maintained, and 
in bearing the first Brunt of the Enemy's Attack. 

Major Hervey 2lso distinguished himself at the 
Moment lie received his Wound in the Charge of the 
Cavalry on this Day . 

I cannot fay too much in Favour of the Officers 
and Troops . 

They have mnrched in Four Days over Eighty 
Miles of most difficult Country, have gained many 
important Positions, and have engaged and defeated 
Three different Bodies of the Enemy's Troops. 

I beg particularly to draw your Lordship's Atten­
tion to the Conduct of Lieutenant-General Paget, 
Major-General Murray, Major-General Hil l , Lieu­
tenant-General. Sherbrooke, Brigadier-General the 
Honourable Charles Stewart, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dtlancey, Deputy Quarter-Master-General, and 
Captain Mellifh, Assistant Adjutant-General, 'for trie 
Assistance they respectively rendered General Stewart 
iu the-Charge of -the Cavalry this Day and on the 
1 i th , Major Colin Campbell, Assistant-Adjutant 
General, for the Assistance he rendered Major-Ge­
neral Hill in the Defence of his Post, and Brigadier 
General Stewart in the Charge of the Cavalry this 
Day,- and Brigade-Major Fordyce, Captain Corry 
and Captain Hil l , for the Assistance they rendered 
General H i l l 

.1 have also £0-request your Lordship's Attention 
to the Conduct of the Riflemen and of the Flank 
Companies of the 29th, 43d, and 53d Regiments, 
under the Command of Major Way of the zgth? 
and "that of the 16th Portuguese Regiment, com­
manded by Colonel Machado, of which Lieutenants 
Colonel Doyle is Lieutenant-Colonel, and that of the 
Brigade of the.Hanoverian Legion, under the Corn<i 
mand of Brigadier»Genera'I Langworth, and that o f 
the T w o Squadrons of the 16th and 20th L igh t 
Dragoons, under the 'Command of Major Blake-of 
the 7Cth, in the Action of the 1 i th ; and the Con­
duct of the Buffs commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Drummond, the 48th commanded bv Colonel Duck­
worth, and 66th commanded by Major Murray who 
was wounded, and of the Squadron of the 14th 
Dragoons under the Command of Major Hevvey, In 
the Action of this Dn#. 

I have received the greatest Assistance from the 
Adjutant-General and (Quarter-Master-Gene-al Co­
lonel Murray, and from all the Officers belonging 
to these Departments respectively throughout the 
Service, as well as fr-.m Lieutenant-Colonel Bathurft 
and the Officers of my personal Staff, and I have 
every 'Reason to be .satisfied with the Artillery and 
Office;:, of Engineers. 

I fend this Dispatch by Captain Stanhope, whom 
1 beg to recommend to your Lordship's Protection : 
1 is Br-yJier the Honourable Major Stanhope was 
unfortunately wounded by a Sabre whilst leading a 
Charge of the 16th L igh t Dragoons on the 10th 
Instant. I have the Honour to be, &cc 

(Signed) A R T H U R W E L L E S L E Y . 

Abstracl of "rhe Killed, Wounded, and Miffing of the 
Army under Lieutenant-General Sir Arthur Wellestey^ 
in Atlion ivith the Advanced Posts of the French 
Army at Albergaria Nova? tbe iath May 1,809. 

None killed 5 1 Major, 2 Rank and File, wounded 5 
1 Rank and File3 miffing, 

To&aS—4° 
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