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"above mentioned Toon aster "joined in the A t t ack ' 
•upon the Villede Varsovie and Aquilon,and obliged J 
them, before Five o'Ciock, aster sustaining a heavy 
Cannonade, to (hike their Colours, when they were 
taken Possession of by the Boats of the advanced 
Squadron. As soon aa the Prisoners were removed, 
they were set o n F i r e , as was also the Toiioerre, a 
short Time after by the 'Enemy. 

1 afterwards detached Rear- Admiral the H o n ­
ourable Robert Scopford in the Cæsar with the T h e ­
seus, three additional Fire Ships (which were hastily 

-prepared in the Course of the D a y } , and all the Boats 
of the Fleet, with Mr. Congrevc's Rockers, to con-

• duct the turther Operations ofthe Night against, any 
o f t h e Ships which lay exposed to an At t ack . On 

vthe Morning ofthe 13th, the Rear-Admiral reported 
to me, that as the Caster and other Line of Battle 
Ships had grounded, and were in a dangerous Situa-

vtion^he thought it adviseable toorder them-ail out, 
"particularly as the remaining Part of the Service 
•could be performed by Frigates and small Vessels 
o n l y ; and, I was 3iappy to 6nd that they were 
extricated from their perilous Situation. 

Captain Bligh has-since informed me, that it was 
•'found impracticable to destroy the Three-decked 
'Ship , and the others which were lying Tiear the 
Entrance of the Charente, as the former, being the 

-outer one, was protected by Three Lines of Boats 
placed in advance from her. 

This Ship and all the others, except Four of the 
Line and a Frigate, have -now moved up the River 

"^Charente. If any further At tempt to destroy-them 
'^s practicable, I sliall not fail to use every Means in 
-my Power to accomplilh it. 

I have great Satisfaction in stating to their Lord ­
ships'how much I feel obliged to the.zealous Co­
operation of Rear-Admiral Stopford, under whose 
Arrangement the Boats of the Fleet were placed ; 

• and 1 must also express to their Lordships the high : 

Sense I have of .the Assistance I received from the 
-Abilities and unremitted Attention of Sir .Harry 
Neale, Bart . ' the Captain of the Fleet, as <well as of 

•-theAnimated Exertions of the Captains, Officers, 
Seamen, and Marines under my Command, and their 

^Forwardness to volunteer upon any Service that ' 
might be .allotted to them ; particularly the cZeal 

• and Activity .shewn by the Captains of Line of 
• Battle Ships in preparing the Fire Vessels. 

Lcannot speak in sufficient Terms of Admiration 
• and Applause, of the vigorous-and gallant A t t ack 
:-made by L o r d Cochrane upon the French Line 

of Battle Ships which were on Shore, as well as of 
.-• hia judicious Manner of approaching them, ..and 
;,placing his Ship in the Position most advantageous 

to annoy the Enemy, and preserve his own Ship ; 
vwhich could not be exceeded by any Feat of Valour 
-hitherto 3tchieved by the British Navy. 

I t is due to Rear-Admiral .Stopford, and Sir 
H a r r y Neale, tha t3 . should here take the Opportunity 
of acquainting their. LordshipB of the handsome and 

• earnest Manner ia which both these meritorious 
Officers had volunteered their Services-before the 
Arrival of *Lor&Cochrane to undertake an At tack 
upon the Enemy with Fire Ships ; and that, had 
not their Lordship* fixed upon him to conduct the 
ijEmerprize, I have full, Confidence that the Result 
<rf their Effort) would;, hav^ been, highly creditable 
t o them. " ' • 

I sliould feel tha t 'T did not do Justice to the Ser­
vices of Captain Godfred of the Ætna i ' i n bombard­
ing the Enemy's Ships op the 12th, and nearly all 
tlie Day of the 13th, if I did not recommend him, 
to their Lordships' Notice ; and I cannot omic bear­
ing due Testimony to the anxious Desire expressed 
by Mr. Congreve to be employed wherevei 1-might 
conceive his Services in the Management of his 
Rockets would-be useful ; some of them were placed 
in the Fire Ships with Effect, and-1 have every Reason 
to be satisfied with the Artillerymen and others who 
had the Management of them, under Mr. Congreve's 
Direction. 

I fend herewith a 'Return of the Rilled, Wounded, 
snd Miffing of the -Fleet, which-, I am happy t o 
observe, is comparatively small. I have not yet re­
ceived the Returns of tlie Number of Prisoners 
taken, but I conceive they a m o u n t t o between Four 
aud Five Hundred. 

I have charged Sir Harry Neale with this Dis­
patch (by the Imperieuse.) and l .begXeave to refer 
their Lordships to him, as also to Lord Cochrane, 
for any further Particulars of which they may wish 
to be informed. 

1 have the Honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) G A M B I E R . 

l$th April. 
P . S. This Morning Three of the Enemy's 

Line of Battle Ships are observed t o be still on 
Shore under Fouras, and One of them is in a 
dangerous Situation. One of their Frigates ( L ' l n -
dienne), also on Shore, has fallen over, and they are 
now dismantling her. A s the Tides will take off 
in a Day or T w o , there is every Probability that 
she will be destroyed. 

Since writing the foregoing, I have learnt that th* 
Honourable Lieutenant-Colonel Cochrane ( L o r d 
Cochrane's Brother) and Lieutenant Bissett o f t h e 
Navy, were Volunteers in the Imperieuse, and ren­
dered themselves extremely useful, the,former by 
commanding some of her Guns on the Main-Deck, 
and the latter in conducting one o f t h e Explosion 
Vessels. 

Names -of the Ships in Aix Roads, previous to the 
.Attack on the ••mth April 1809. 

L 'Ocean, 120 Guns, Vice-tAdmiral Allemaridej, 
Captain Roland.—Repaired in 1806; on Shore 

"under Fouras. 
Foudroyantp 80 Guns, Rear-Admiral Gourdonj, 

• Captain Henri.—s-Five Years old; on Shore under 
-Fouras. 

Caflard, 74 Guns, Captain rFaure, Commodore^-— 
Three :Years o l d ; on Shore under Fouras. 

Tourville, 74 Guns , Captain.La-Cail le .—Old; on 
Shore in the River. 

Regulus, 7 4 - G u n s , Captain Lucas.-—Five Yeara 
o l d ; on Shore under.Madame. 

Patriote, 7 4 Guns , Captain Mahee.—Repaired in 
1803. 

Jemappe, 7 4 Guns , Captain Fauvau.~-=Qn Shore 
under Madame. 

Tonrierre, 74 Guns, Captain Clement de la Rou^ 
ciere.—'Nine-Months old, never at Sea. 

Aquilon,:74 Guus , Captain Maingon.—-Old. 
'Ville de Varfevle,. 80 Guns , Captain CuvjIKcr.— 

ilJkWj •nev«,at'Sea0 

x&fffisjyct. 


