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~above mentioned Toon ‘after joined in the Attack

upon the Ville de Varfovie and Aquilon, and obliged .

them, before Five o’Clock, after fultaining a heavy
Cannonade, to {tvike their Colours, whea they were
taken Poflfeffion of by the Boats of the advanced
Squadron.  As foon as the Prifoners were removed,
they were . fet on:Fire, -as was alfo the Tonnérre, a
*fhott "Fime after by the Enemy,

1 afterwards detached -Rear- Admiral the Hon-
ourable Robert Stopford in the Cecfar with the The-
{eus, three additional Fire Ships { which were haltily

~prepared in the Courfe of the Day ), and all the Boats |

~ of the Fleet, with Mr. Congreve’s Rockers, to con-
- duét tlie further Operations of the Night againtt any
of the Ships which lay expofed to an Attack. On
<the Morning of the 1 3th, the Rear- Admiral reported
to~me, that as the Czfar and other Line of Battle
Ships had . grousded.and were in a dangerous Situa-
«wtion,he thought it advifeable to-order them il eut,
-particularly as the remaining -Part of the Service
-could be performed by Frigates and [mall Veflels
only-; and, I was “happy to find that they were
rextricated from their perilous Situation,
Captain:Bligh has fince informed me, that it was
~found dmpracticable to deftroy the Thrce-decked

"Ship, and :the others which were lying mear the

Euntrance of the Charente, as the former, being the

-outer oite, was prote&ted by Three Lines of DBoats

placed in advance from her.

T'his Ship and all the others, except Four of the

Line and a Frigate, have now moved up the River
~Chareante.
«3s pralticable, I fhall not fail to ufe cvery Means in
~my Power to accomplifh it. ‘

1 have great Satisfadtion in ftatisg to their I;ordl-‘

:-fhips "how much I feel obliged to the.zealous Co-
-.operation of Rear-Admiral Stopford, under whofe

Arrangement the Boats of the Fleet were placed ;-
<and 1 muft dlfo exprefs to their Lord{hips the high:

Senfe I have of the Affiftance I received from the
-Abilities and unremitted Attention of Si -Harry
-Nedle, Bart. the Captain of the Fleet, as cwell as of
~the‘animated Exertions of the Captaing, Officers,

Seatnen, and Marines under my Command, and their:
“Forwardnefs to volunteer .upon any Service that'

might be .allotted to them ; particularly the Zeal

.and A&ivity Jhewn by the Captaius of Line of-

. Battle Ships in preparing the Fire Veflels,
I:cannot fpeak in {ufficient Terms of Admiration.
- and ‘Applaufe, of the vigorous.and gallant Attack
~made by Lord Cochrane upon the French Line
of Battle Ships which were on Shore, as well as of
- his judicious Manner of approaching them, .and
.placing his Ship in the Pofition moft advantageous
10 annoy the Enemy, and preferve Lis own Ship y
»which could not be exceeded by any Feat of Valour:
~hitherto atchieved by the Britifh Navy.

It is dué¢ to Rear-Admiral Stopford, .and Sir

Harry Neale, that T fhould heretake the Opportunity
6f acquainting their. Lordfhips of the handfome and
- earneft Manner ia” which both thefe meritorions
Officers had volunteered their Services.before the
Avrrival of »"Lord-Cochrane to undertake an Attack
- upen the Enemy with Fire Ships; and that, had
not their Lordftups fixed upon him to condu&t the
Enterprize, I have full Confidence that the Refult
of. their Efforts would, have been highly creditable
R@ them, o ) o
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1f any further Attempt to.deftroy them.

T fhould feel that ‘T did not do Juflice to the Ser-
vices of Captain Godfred of the ASina; in bombard-
ing the Epemy’s Ships op the 12th, and ncarly all
the Day of the 13th, if I did not recommend him,
to their Lordfnips’ Notice ; and I cannot omit bear-

ing due Teftimony to the anxious Defire exprefled

by Mr. Congreve to be employed wherever L might
conceive his Services in the Management of his
Rockets wonld-be nfeful ;. fome of them were placed

-in the Fire Ships with' Effedt, and:I have every Reafoa

to be fatisfied with the Artillerymen and others who
had the Management of them, under Mr. Congreve’s
DireQion.

I fend herewith aReturn of the'Killed, Wounded,
and Mifling of the Fleet, whichy, I am happy -to
ubferve, is comparatively fmall. I have not yet re-
cetved the Returns of the Number of Prifoners
taken, but I conceive they amount to berween Four
and Five Hondred.

I have charged Sir Harry Neale with this Dif-
patch (by the Impericufe) and I.beg.Leave to refer
their Lordfhips to him, as alfo to Lord Cochrane,
for any further Particulars of which they may wilk
to be aformed.

1 have the Honour to be, &c.
¢{Signed) GAMBIER.
. 15th April.

P. S. This Morning Three of the Evemy’s
Line 6f Battle Ships are obferved to be ftill on
Shore under Fouras, and One of them is in a
dangerous Sitvation, Onc of their Frigates (L’In-
dienne), alfo on Shore, has fallen over, and they are
now di{mantling her. As the Tides will take off
in a Day or Two, there is every Frobability that
fhie will be deftroyed.

Since writing the foregoing, I have learnt that the
Honourable Licutenani-Uolonel Cochrane (Lord
Cochrane’s Brother) and Lieutenant Biffett of the
Navy, were Volunteers in the Imperieufe, and ren-
dered themfelves extremely .ufeful, the former by
commanding fome of her Guns on the Main.Deck,
and the latter in condu&ling one of.the Explofion
Veflels. '

Names .of the Ships in Aix Roads, previons to the
Attack on the t1th April 1809,

L’Ocean, 120 Guns, Vice-Admiral Allemande,
Captain Roland.—Repaired in 1806; on Shere
«under Fouras.

Foudroyant, 8o Guns, Rear-Admiral Gourdon,
.Captain.Henri.—Five Years old; on Shore under
Fouras.

Caflard, 74 Guns, Captain ‘Faure, Commadore:—
Three Years old; on Shore under Fouras.

Tourville, 74 Guns, ‘Captain. La-Caille.—Old ; on
Shore in the River,

Regulug, 74 .Gups, Captain -Lucas.—Five Years
6ld ; on Shore under. Madame,

-Patriote, 74 Guns,.Captain Mahée.—Repaired in

1303,

+Jemappe, 74 Guns, Captain Fauvau.—-On Shore

under Madame.
Tonaérre, 74 Guns, Captain Clement de la Rou-
- ciere,—Nine.Months old, never at Sea,
Aquilon, 74 Guus, Captain Maingon.—QOld,

. New,.never.at Sea.

“Ville de Varfevie, 80 Guns, Captain Cuvillier,—.



