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vty O, A 25, 1905 . O thicir Apgrisic 5 the Bacitys bips, & wits -
QIR Hinzy Neasg, Bare. Ficlt Captain to Ad- i dilcovered that s Baom was placcd mi@%gﬁ thc;r;f '
S wical Lood Gzmbier, Commander ia Chicf of | Lize fac a Dicfence.  “Fliss bouvwey the Weighs of - -
His Majelty’s Ships and Velldls employed in the,| 2 Mediatar fos broke, and the ufual Littepidity -

Chanael Souadings, dc. arvived here this Morping ( 220 Brvay of Batifh Seamen overcamé all Dif- '

with 2 Difpatch frem His Lordfip to the Honouir- |
zble William Wellelley Pole, of which the following
isa Copy: L
. Caledonia, o Huchor, in Bafgue Roads,
SIR, | April £4, 1809.
I"HE Almighty’s Favour to His Majelty and the-
. Nation has been firongly marked in the Suc~
cels he has been pleafed to give to the Operations of
His Majelty’s Fleet under my Command ; and I
have the Satisfaliion te acqguaint you, for the Ia-
formation of the Lords Commifiioacrs of the Ad-
mizaky; that the Foue Ships of the Euemy named
in the Margin® have boea defltroyed at their Ax-
chotage, and feveral others, fram getting on Skore,
if not rendered altoggther unferviceable, ‘ave at leatt
difabled for a confidevable Time. 7 °
The Acrangement-of the Fire Vellels placéd uader

the Dire@ion of Captain the Right Horourable §

Lord Cochrane weve made as fully 25 the ‘State of |
the Weather would admiz, according to bis Lovdx
thip’s Plan, on the Evening of the 14¢h Inf. 5 and at
Eight o’Clock on the fame Night they proceeded to

citlties. Advanciag ander a heavy Fire' froiif thé *
Forts in the Kfle-of Aik, as well as from the Ene~"" |
my’s Ships, moft of which cut or flipt-their Cablesj -

and from the confined Aachorage, ‘got bit Shorey’
and thus avoided taking Fire. . S .

At Daylight the following Morning;, Lord éﬁ'éhi V

rane communicated to me by Telegraph, that Seven
of the Eaemy’s Ships were on Shore, and might bé
deficeyed. 1 immiedistely made the Signal for the
Fleet €0 uamaor 2ud weigh, intending to mocend
with it to efelt their Defbrudtion. The Wiad

however being frefh from ' the Northward, and_ thé, e
Tlodd Tide ruaning, rendered it too hazardotis to .- -

thevefore 2uchored agsin 2t the Piftadee. of ‘about’

Three Miles fram the Forts on she Ifagd. .
As the Tide fuited, ‘the Enemy Svfoced great’

Adiivity in endeavouridy to watp ‘ehe Shigs

run jato Aix Roads, {from its fhallow Waterj, X

{whick Gad grounded) inte deep WaIeE, aod fucs - -
ceeded ta gewting all bus Fick of the ii.,}pb‘mwixgda.

the Eatrance of the Charedte’ before ' i Decamaé
practicabls to attack theme - 77 77 [

the Attack undev a favourable fvoag) Weed front the
Northward, and Floed Tide, {preceded by fome
Vellels filled with Powderand Shells, a¢ prapofed
by his Lordikip, with 2 View to Explofien, ) aud
led on in the moft ondaented and desérmined Man-
ner by Captain Wooldridge, in the *Mediatot “ Five-
Ship, the others following in SucceBing, but oiwing |
to the Darknefo of the Night fevecal Miflook theic

Courfe 20d failed.

= Ville de Varfoviz, of 80 Gaus; Tonnfrre, of 74 Curs;
Ageilon, of 74 Guns; and Caftutts, of 55 Guas,

the Attack, * At Tweity' Miodesy paft
S.ord Cachrane advadesd in i858 Ldijerida

Ciowise,

accubomed Gallastes and S5itit, aid opcncd a o
divéfted Fire upoi'she Cricutra, whick firdcks Bee's'

Colourstn thé Kiperieale ;"the Ships 4nd Veflde - |
¢ bagefuigable, Aigle, Emecald, Paliss, Beagle, Btoz
Beorh, Infolens Guao-Brig, Confil, Teauntet, Fervens, and

ke o #:‘u..»,i

i gave Ocdessto Capniie 'Bg'gﬁ" G ?a}tﬁm - o o

6 provce with that' Ship, e Rededpe Feigatdy, . ;.
Bowbs; and foall Viilels, napspd i the Margm %, 1
be anckor near the' Boydne Sheal, fn" Reidineds :
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~above mentioned Toon ‘after joined in the Attack

upon the Ville de Varfovie and Aquilon, and obliged .

them, before Five o’Clock, after fultaining a heavy
Cannonade, to {tvike their Colours, whea they were
taken Poflfeffion of by the Boats of the advanced
Squadron.  As foon as the Prifoners were removed,
they were . fet on:Fire, -as was alfo the Tonnérre, a
*fhott "Fime after by the Enemy,

1 afterwards detached -Rear- Admiral the Hon-
ourable Robert Stopford in the Cecfar with the The-
{eus, three additional Fire Ships { which were haltily

~prepared in the Courfe of the Day ), and all the Boats |

~ of the Fleet, with Mr. Congreve’s Rockers, to con-
- duét tlie further Operations of the Night againtt any
of the Ships which lay expofed to an Attack. On
<the Morning of the 1 3th, the Rear- Admiral reported
to~me, that as the Czfar and other Line of Battle
Ships had . grousded.and were in a dangerous Situa-
«wtion,he thought it advifeable to-order them il eut,
-particularly as the remaining -Part of the Service
-could be performed by Frigates and [mall Veflels
only-; and, I was “happy to find that they were
rextricated from their perilous Situation,
Captain:Bligh has fince informed me, that it was
~found dmpracticable to deftroy the Thrce-decked

"Ship, and :the others which were lying mear the

Euntrance of the Charente, as the former, being the

-outer oite, was prote&ted by Three Lines of DBoats

placed in advance from her.

T'his Ship and all the others, except Four of the

Line and a Frigate, have now moved up the River
~Chareante.
«3s pralticable, I fhall not fail to ufe cvery Means in
~my Power to accomplifh it. ‘

1 have great Satisfadtion in ftatisg to their I;ordl-‘

:-fhips "how much I feel obliged to the.zealous Co-
-.operation of Rear-Admiral Stopford, under whofe

Arrangement the Boats of the Fleet were placed ;-
<and 1 muft dlfo exprefs to their Lord{hips the high:

Senfe I have of the Affiftance I received from the
-Abilities and unremitted Attention of Si -Harry
-Nedle, Bart. the Captain of the Fleet, as cwell as of
~the‘animated Exertions of the Captaing, Officers,

Seatnen, and Marines under my Command, and their:
“Forwardnefs to volunteer .upon any Service that'

might be .allotted to them ; particularly the Zeal

.and A&ivity Jhewn by the Captaius of Line of-

. Battle Ships in preparing the Fire Veflels,
I:cannot fpeak in {ufficient Terms of Admiration.
- and ‘Applaufe, of the vigorous.and gallant Attack
~made by Lord Cochrane upon the French Line
of Battle Ships which were on Shore, as well as of
- his judicious Manner of approaching them, .and
.placing his Ship in the Pofition moft advantageous
10 annoy the Enemy, and preferve Lis own Ship y
»which could not be exceeded by any Feat of Valour:
~hitherto atchieved by the Britifh Navy.

It is dué¢ to Rear-Admiral Stopford, .and Sir

Harry Neale, that T fhould heretake the Opportunity
6f acquainting their. Lordfhips of the handfome and
- earneft Manner ia” which both thefe meritorions
Officers had volunteered their Services.before the
Avrrival of »"Lord-Cochrane to undertake an Attack
- upen the Enemy with Fire Ships; and that, had
not their Lordftups fixed upon him to condu&t the
Enterprize, I have full Confidence that the Refult
of. their Efforts would, have been highly creditable
R@ them, o ) o

’ n’]jé FPrCL

1f any further Attempt to.deftroy them.

T fhould feel that ‘T did not do Juflice to the Ser-
vices of Captain Godfred of the ASina; in bombard-
ing the Epemy’s Ships op the 12th, and ncarly all
the Day of the 13th, if I did not recommend him,
to their Lordfnips’ Notice ; and I cannot omit bear-

ing due Teftimony to the anxious Defire exprefled

by Mr. Congreve to be employed wherever L might
conceive his Services in the Management of his
Rockets wonld-be nfeful ;. fome of them were placed

-in the Fire Ships with' Effedt, and:I have every Reafoa

to be fatisfied with the Artillerymen and others who
had the Management of them, under Mr. Congreve’s
DireQion.

I fend herewith aReturn of the'Killed, Wounded,
and Mifling of the Fleet, whichy, I am happy -to
ubferve, is comparatively fmall. I have not yet re-
cetved the Returns of the Number of Prifoners
taken, but I conceive they amount to berween Four
and Five Hondred.

I have charged Sir Harry Neale with this Dif-
patch (by the Impericufe) and I.beg.Leave to refer
their Lordfhips to him, as alfo to Lord Cochrane,
for any further Particulars of which they may wilk
to be aformed.

1 have the Honour to be, &c.
¢{Signed) GAMBIER.
. 15th April.

P. S. This Morning Three of the Evemy’s
Line 6f Battle Ships are obferved to be ftill on
Shore under Fouras, and One of them is in a
dangerous Sitvation, Onc of their Frigates (L’In-
dienne), alfo on Shore, has fallen over, and they are
now di{mantling her. As the Tides will take off
in a Day or Two, there is every Frobability that
fhie will be deftroyed.

Since writing the foregoing, I have learnt that the
Honourable Licutenani-Uolonel Cochrane (Lord
Cochrane’s Brother) and Lieutenant Biffett of the
Navy, were Volunteers in the Imperieufe, and ren-
dered themfelves extremely .ufeful, the former by
commanding fome of her Guns on the Main.Deck,
and the latter in condu&ling one of.the Explofion
Veflels. '

Names .of the Ships in Aix Roads, previons to the
Attack on the t1th April 1809,

L’Ocean, 120 Guns, Vice-Admiral Allemande,
Captain Roland.—Repaired in 1806; on Shere
«under Fouras.

Foudroyant, 8o Guns, Rear-Admiral Gourdon,
.Captain.Henri.—Five Years old; on Shore under
Fouras.

Caflard, 74 Guns, Captain ‘Faure, Commadore:—
Three Years old; on Shore under Fouras.

Tourville, 74 Guns, ‘Captain. La-Caille.—Old ; on
Shore in the River,

Regulug, 74 .Gups, Captain -Lucas.—Five Years
6ld ; on Shore under. Madame,

-Patriote, 74 Guns,.Captain Mahée.—Repaired in

1303,

+Jemappe, 74 Guns, Captain Fauvau.—-On Shore

under Madame.
Tonaérre, 74 Guns, Captain Clement de la Rou-
- ciere,—Nine.Months old, never at Sea,
Aquilon, 74 Guus, Captain Maingon.—QOld,

. New,.never.at Sea.

“Ville de Varfevie, 80 Guns, Captain Cuvillier,—.
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‘Caleutta, 56 Guns, Captain La Tonic.—Loddéd |
with. Flour-and Military Stores.
Frigates. .
:Indienne, Captain Proteav.—~On Shore near ifle
d’Enet, on her Beam Ends.
"Elbe, Captain Perengier.
Pallas, .Captain'Le Bigot.
‘Hortenfe,” Captain Allgan..
,.N.B. One of the Three laft Frigates on Shore
under Ifle Madame.

i Return of the Names.of Offcers, Seamen, and Marines
killed, -wvounded, and wmiffing, belonging to the Fleet

. under the Command of Admiral the Right Honourable
‘Lord Gambier, Commander-in Chief, &¢.. betaween

< the.11th and 3 4¢h of April 1809, inclifive. ’

Carezponia.
.Mr."Edward“Fairfax, Matter of the .Fleet.; Contu-
fion of the Hip,
Cxsar.
William' Flintoft, A&ing Licutenant.; Lilled.
Thomas Maddox, Able; ditto.
_John Nelfon, Able; ditto. ‘
John Ellis (2d), Able; mifling,-and:fuppofed:to be.
drowned.
: TuessuUs.
iRichard :Francis iJewers, Mafter’s ‘Mate ; :{evarely
wounded - in the :Head and Hands by:Powder in-
the: Fire Ship,
John Podney, Marine; wounded in the Scrotum.
Thomas Williams, Boy:; wounded in the.Hand and
Arm. .
-ImprRIEUSE. .
Henry Crookman, Captain of the:Forecaftle ; killed.
-Peter Darouk, Boatfwain’s Mate ; ditto. :
John Marfovick, Seaman ; -ditto. _
James Mafon, Scaman ; {everely wounded.
_John Solomoen, Seaman ; Mfightly wqundcd.
.Mr. Gilbert, Surgeon’s Affiltant ; ditto.
‘M. Mar{den, Purler; ditto.
:John Gordon, Seaman ;. ditto.
John 8heridan, Seaman ; ditto. _
John Hunter, Seaman ; ditto. 4
John Wheelan, Seaman ;. ditto. .
"Matthew Goud,-Seaman ; ditto,
William Meuchenton, Marine ;- ditte.

John Budd, Marine ; ditto,.
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Heary Johsfon, Landmaon ; killed.

Thomas Cranmer, Marine ; ditto.

Thomas Pelfey, Marine Boy ; ditto.

James Garland, Lieutenant; fevere - Contufion of
the Shoulder and Side,

James Cooke (1), Ordinary ; Left Thigh ampu.
?ted, and a very dangerous Wound of the Right

Yoot.

Thomas Whittock, Landman ; Wound in the Head. "

Thomas Tyler, Landman ; Wound of Eye.

Dennis Grey, Ordinary ; .Contulion of Back.

Thomas Trigworth, Ordinary ; Contufion and
Wound of Right Foot, |

Charles Chew, Marine; Right Thigh amputated,
and a very dangerous and extenfive Wound of
-Left Leg and Thigh.

-} Thomas Berry, Mariue ; Contufion of Thigh,

John Wifeman, Marine ; Contufion of+Shoulder,

| Timothy Burn, Marine ; Contufion of Thigh.
| George Skelly, Marine; Centufion of Shoulder.
Jofeph Weeks, Marine Boy; Wound .o’f Thigh,

-and.Contufion of Back.

1.John Cooper, Marine ; Contufion of Head and

Arm.

‘| James Hughes, Corporal of Marines ; Contufior of

Back.

.John-Ward, Marine ; Contufion of Arm.

MEeniaTor.

James Seggefs, Gunner; killed.

‘| James Wooldridge, Captain ; very moch burnt.

Nicholas .Brent Clements, :Lieutenant ; flightly
burnt. . :

James Pearl,:Lieutenant ; ditto. -

Michael Gibfon, Seaman ; ditto.
.N. B. The laft Four blown out of the Mediator
after (he was fet on:Fire.

GIERALTAR.

‘ John Conyers, Mafter’s Mate ; very badly fcorched

dn the Face:and:Hands, .

‘Total—2 Officers, 8 Men, -killed; 9 Officers,
26 Men, wounded; 1 Man, mifling.—
Total 46. GAMBIER.

Received, fince the dbove was awritten,

) .Beagle—James Sutherland, Seaman, wounded.

Zena—Richard-W.:Chariton, Midthipman, flightly

wounded.

‘Printers Street, .Gough .Square.
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