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~during the Iuterval fired upon ot Erncampments
with Shot and Shells, but fortunately wizh little
Effe@, and his Picquets, when preiid, confiantly
fell back under the Prote@ion of his Warks

On the 1gth, az Half palt Four in the Afternoon,
‘we opened from Six Points upon the Enemy’s For-
trefs, with Fourteen Picces of heavy Cannon, and
T'wenty-eight Mortars and Howitzers, and the
Cannonade and Bombardment conuinued with little
Remiffion until Noon of the 23d, when the lrench
General fent a Trumpet with a Letter to our ad-
vauced Pofts, near the Bouillé Redoubt, in the
TFront of Attack. In this Communication General
Villaret propofed, as the Bafis of Negociation, that
the French Troops thould be fent to France free
from all Reftri€iion as to future Service ; but this
being inadmiffible, the Bombardment recommenced
at Ten at Night, and continued without Intermiffion
uncil Nine o’Clock of the 24th, whea Three white
Tlags were difcovered flying in the Fortrefs, in con.
fequence of which, our Fire from the Batteries im-
mediately ceafed.

It 15 with the moft heartfelt SatisfaGion I have
now the Honour to report to your Lordfhip, for His
Majelty’s Information, that, fupported by the Ta-
ients of the General Officers, and in particular of
Licutenant-General Sir George Prevolt, and of
Major-General Maitland, the Experience and Zeal
of all the other Officers, and the Valour and unre-
mitting Labour of this Army, {trengthened by the
indefaugable Exertions of Rear Admiral Sir Alex-
ander Cochrane and the Squadron, the Campaign,
notwithftanding inceffant Rains, has been brought
to a glortous Conclufion in the fhort Space of T'wen-
ty-feven Davs from our Departure from Barbadaes.

The Cciamand of fuch an Army will conftitute
the Pride of my future Life. To thele brave Troops,
conducted by Generzls of Experience, ard not to
me, their King and Country owe the Sovercignty of
this important Celony ; and I truft that by a Com-
parifon of the Force which defended it, and the
Time in which it has fallen, the prefent Reduion
‘of Martinique will not be deemed eclipfed by any
former Expediticn.

1 have the Honour to inclofe the Articles of Ca-
pitulation, as originally produced by the French
Commiffioners, in confequence of General Villaret’s
Application to me for 1this Purpole, during the
Forenoon of the 24th, and acceded to by Lieutenant-
-General Sir George Prevolt, Major-Geaeral Mait-
{and and Commodore Cockburn, appointed by the
Rear-Admiral and myfeif to meet them. This.Ca-
pitulation, which was mutually ratiied the fame
Night, will, I truft, be honoured with His Majefty’s
Approbation.

Iinclofe alfo a Return of the French Garrifon,
which it is fuppofed will be in a State' to embark in
the Courfe of a few Days; frem which it will ap-
pear that I did not over-rate the original Numbers of
the Enemy.

By the next Conveyance, I thall have the Honour
to fubmit to your Lordfhip’s Conlideration the vari-
ous Details which are now rcferred to in general
Terms, and to report the Merits of the feveral
Corps ; but the Science of the Officers of the Royal
Avrtillery has been too confpicuous not to be parti-
cularly noticed, the Interior of the Fnemy’s Fortrefs
heiny torn to preces by Shells; his Works have aifo
been much injured by Shot from the Gun-Datteries,
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‘manned by thie Scamen under the Direftion of Com-
l modare Cockburn and other Navai Cflicers,

After the Emborkation of the 1rench Troops,
I fthall have the Henour to command the Lagles
taken from the Fnemy to be laid at the King's
Feet,

Captain Preedy of the goth Rey "nent, ene of my
Aides.de-Camp, lias the Honour 5 be the Bearer of
this Difpatch: He is an Gificer of Service, aud
I beg Leave to recommend him to fiis Majelly’s
Favour, end to your Lordfhip’s Proteétion.

1 aunex the following Returns —Ordnance, Am-
muunition and Stores taken from the Euemy ; Provi-
frons in the Forrrefs, with the Daily Iflues ; the
King’s Hofpitals. .

I have the Honour to be, &e.

(Signed) GEO. BECKWITH, Com. Forces.

ARTICLES of CAPITULATION Zetaveen Lien-
tenant-General George Beckwithy, Commander of His
Britannic Majefly’s Land Forces, and Rear Admi-
val the Honourable Sir Alexander Cochrane, K. B.
Comumander in Chisf of His Britannic Majefly's
Squadron, upon a Foint Expedition againfl the I'/‘ rench:
Colony of Martinique, on the one Part, and General
Villaret, Captain-General in tfe.” Service of France,
on the other Part. :

FORT Defaix (hall be given up to the Troops
of His Britannic Majefty on the following Con-
ditions :

Art.I. The Gartifon of Fort Defaix fhall march
out in order to be embarked and conveyed to one of
the Ports of France, between Bourdeaux and L’Ori-
ent, on the Davs and at the Hours which {hall be
agreed npon, with all the Honours of War, viz.
Drums beating, Colours flying, and Marches light.
ed, having in their Front Four Field-Pieces with
their Artillery Men. The Officers, Civil and Mili-
tary, of the Marine, and every one belonging to this
Department, fhall be alfo conveyed to the fame Port.

Anfwer. -The Garrifon fhall march out with all
the Honours of War demanded, but muft ground
their Arms beyond the Glacis. Officers (hall keep
their Swords. In Anfwer to the Reflt of this Ar-
ticle, it is agreed that the Forces of France fhall be
embarked in proper Veflels as Prifoners cof VWar:
That they fhall proceed to Quiberon Bay, under
Guard of fome Lnglifh Ships of War. There ar
Lxchange fhall take place between the two Nations,
Rank for Rank ; but from the high Refpedt and
Efteem with which His Excellency the Captain-
Geueral Villaret joyeufe is held by all, it is agmit-
ted, that him{elf and his Aides-de-Camp thall be fent
to France t-ce from any Reftriftion.

Are. 11, The Captam-General, the Colonial Pre-
feck, the General Officers, and thofe of the Stafl, of
the Artillery and Engineers, the OfFcers, Nou-
Commanding Cfficers and Soldiers of the Lang
Sevvice, the Officers, Troops, and Crews of the
Navy, the Chief of the Civil Sraff, the Commii.
{aries and)others cmployed in the Admicittration
of the Marine and Colanies thall carry away their
Arms, their perfonal Lffeds and every Thing be-
longing to them :—they fhall belides have leave to
difpofe of their private Property of cvery Kind, and
full Security aflured to the Purchafers.

Avfiver —Granted, excepting in what it differs
[ from the Anfwer to the preceding Article.




