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From Duturday March 2, to Tuesbap March 7, 180g.

Admiralty-Office, March 7, 13%co.
Copy of a Letter from the Hon. Rolert Stopjurd, Rear-
_ Admiral of the Blue, to the Hon. Wiiliam Wellelley

Pole, dated on board His Majefly’s Ship the Cefur,

at Anchor, Baleine Light-Houfe N. K. by N. Four

MNiles, Chaffiron 8.8 E. Ten, the 23th February

180y.

S1R, :
YOU will be plealed to acquaint my Lords

Commillioners of the Admiralty, that, on the
23d Inftant, being at Anchor to the N. W. of the
Chafliron Light-Houle, with the Ships named in the
Margin *, the Amethyit looking out in the N. W,
the Wind being to the Eaftward, abent Ten P. M.
1 obferved {everal Rockets in the N. W.-
v hich induced me to get under Sail and itand to.
wards them, At Eleven obferved {everal ftrange
Sail to the Eaftward, to which I gave Chace with
the Squadren until Daylight next Morning, at
which Time the ftrange Ships were flandiag iuto
the Pertuis d’Antioche, confilting of Eight Sail of
the Line, vne of them a Three Decker, and T'wo
Frigates. They hoilted French Colours, and con-
«ceiving them to be the Squadion from Brelt, I im-
niediately detached the Naiad by Signal to acguaint
Admiral Lord Gambier. -

The Naiad having flood afew Miles to the N. W,
anade the Signal for Thiee Sail appearing {ufpicious,
"1 immediately chafed them with the.Squadron under
my Command, (lcaviog the Amethyit and Emerald
to watch the Enemy,) and I foon difcovered them
to be Three French Frigates flanding in for the

Sable d’Olonne 3 I was at the fame Time joined by
the Amelia and Doterel.

The French Frigates having anchored in a Po-
fition which I thought attackable, I ftood in with
the Czfar, Defiance,* Donegal, and Ameiiz, and
opened our Fire in pafliog as near as the Depth of
Water would permit the Ceefar and Donegal to go.
The Dehance being of much lefs Dravght of Water,
anchored within Half a Mile of them:; in which
Situation, fo judicioufly chofen by Captain Hetham,
the Fire of the Defiance and the other Ships obliged
Two of the Frigates to cut theiv Cables and go on

~ Shore. The Ebb Tide making, and the Water
" falling faft; obliged the Defiance to get under Sail,

* Czfar, Defiance, Donegal, Emerald, Naiad, ~

uvarter,’

and all the Ships. te ftand out; leaving all the TFri-
gates afhore,” 'L'wo of them heeling much.  They
have been noticed clofely, and from Captain Rodd’s
Report Yellerday Afternoun, they appeared with
all their Toparalts on Deck, fails unbent, Main-
yards rigged for getting Guns out, and feveral
Boats clearing them. 1 fancy they will endeavour
to get over the Bariato a (mall Pier, but ¥ am in-
formed by the Pilots that it is {carcely pralticable.

The Batteries prote@ing thefe Frigates are ftrong
and oumerous, The Csfar had her Bowfprit
wounded and Rigging cut. The Defiance has all
her Malts badly wounded ; Two Men killed, and
Twenty-five wounded. Douegal, One killed and
Six wounded.

The French Frigates had been out from L’Orient
Two Days; and, by Captain Irby’s Report, ap-
pear to be the lialienne, Calypfo, and Furieufe. I
am very conhident they will never go to Sea again.
My chief Objeét in attacking thefe Frigates fo near
a {fuperior Forceof the Enemy, was to.endeavour
to draw them out, and to give our Squadron more
Time to aifemble, but in this 1 was difappointed.
I returned to.the Chaffiron at Sun-fet, aud oblerved
the Enemy anchored in Bafque Roads.

On the 25th I was joined by Captain Beresford
in the Thefens, with the Triumph, Kevenge, Va-
liaut, and [udecfatigable, I therefore relumed the.
Bluckade of the Euemy’s Ships in Bafque Roads,
and fhall continue it till further Orders. .

The Enemy’s Force confifts of Eleven Sail of the
Line, Four Frigates,and the Calcutta. The Force
under my Command confills of Seven Sail of the
Line and Five Frigates.

I have the Honour to be, &c.
ROB. STOPTORD.,

Admiralty-Qffice, March 7, 1809.

Extrad of a Letter from Captain Seymour, of Hir
Majefly's Ship Amethyf, to Rear- Admiral Stypford,
dated near Chajfiron, £eb. 27, 1809.

ESTERDAY the 26th the whole weighed
from Bafque-Roads, and proceeded to the

Ifle &’ Aix Anchorage, one Frigate excepted, which

run aground on the Shoals near llle Madame, called

Les Pallis ; and after endeavouring to force her off

by Prefs of Sail fhe failed, and unrigged.



