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Admiralty-Office, March 7, 1809. 
Copy os a Letter from she Hon. Robert Stopsord, Rear-

Admiral of the Blue, to the Hon. IV i Hi am Wellesley 
Pole, dated on board His Majefiy's Ship the Cæsar, 
at Anchor, Baleine Light-House N. E. by N. Four 
Miles, Chaffiron S.S.E. Ten,-the l}th February 
l8oy. 

S I R , 

YO U will be pleased t o acquaint my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, t ha t , on the 

23d Instant, being at Anchor to the N . W . of the 
Chaffiron Light-House , with the Ships named in the 
M a r g i n * , the Amethyst.looking out in the N . W . , 
the Wind being to ' the Eastward, abont Ten P . M. 
1 observed several Rockets in the N . W . Quar ter , 
\ hich induced me to get under Sail and stand to­
wards thenv. A t Eleven observed several strange 
Sail to the Eastward, to which I gave Chace with 
the Squadron until Daylight next Morning, at 
•which Time the strange Ships were standing into 
the Pertuis d 'Antroche, consisting of Eight Sail of 
the Line, one of them a Three Decker, and T w o 
Frigates. They hoisted French Colours, and con­
ceiving them to be the Squadton from Brest, I im-
nsediately detached the Naiad by Signal to acquaint 
Admiral Lord Gambler. 

T h e Naiad having stood a-few Miles to the N . W . 
wade the Signal for Thiee Sail appearing suspicious, 
I immediately chased them with thp. Squadron under 
my Command, (leaving the Amethyst and Emerald 
tu watch the Enemy,) and I soon discovered them 
to be Three French Frigates standing in for the 
Stable d'Olonne ; I was at the fame Time joined b-y 
£hc Amelia and Doterel. 

T h e French Frigates having anchored in a Po­
sition wliich I thought attackable, I stood in with 
the Cæsar, Defiance, * Donegal, and Amelia, and 
opened our Fire in passing as near as the Depth of 
Wate r would permit the Cæsar and Donegal to go. 
T h e Defiance being of much less Draught of Water , 
anchored within Half a Mile of them ; -in which 
Situation, so judiciously chosen by Captain Hotham, 
the Fire of the Defiance and the other Ships obliged 
T w o of the Frigates to cut their Cables and go on 
Shore. T h e E b b Tide making, and the Wate r 
failing fast, obliged the Defiance to get under Sail, 

* Caesar, Defiance, Donegal, Emerald, Naiad." 

and all the Ships, t© stand o u t ; leaving all the Fri» 
gates ashore , 'Two of them heeling much. They 
have been noticed closely, and from Captain Rodd 's 
Report Yesterday Afternoon, they appeared with 
all their Topmasts -on Deck, fails unbent, Main-
yards rigged for getting Guns out, and several 
Boats clearing them. I fancy they will endeavour 
to get over the Bar into a small Pier, but I am in­
formed by the Pilots that it is scarcely practicable. 

T h e Batteries protecting these Frigates are strong 
and numerous. Tlie Cæsar had her Bowsprit 
wounded and Rigging cut. T h e Defiance has all 
her Mads badly wounded ; T w o Men killed, and 
Twenty-five wounded. Donegal, One killed and 
Six wounded. 

The French Frigates had been out from L 'Or ien t 
T w o D a y s ; and, by Captain I rby 's Report , ap­
pear to be the Italienne, Calypso, and Furieuse. I 
am very confident they will never go to Sea again. 
My chief Object in attacking these Frigates so near 
a .superior Force^of the Enemy, was to endeavour 
to draw them out, and to give our Squadron more 
Time to assemble, but in this 1 was disappointed. 
I returned to.the-Chaffiron at Sun-set, and observed 
the Enemy anchored in Basque Roads. 

On the 25th I was joined by Captain Beresford 
iu-the Theseus, with the Tr iumph, Revenge, Va­
liant, and Indefatigable, I therefore resumed the* 
Blockade of the Enemy's Ships .in Basque Roads, 
and shall continue it till further Orders. 

T h e Enemy's Force consists of Eleven Sail of the 
Line, Four Frigates, and the Calcutta. T h e Force 
under my Command consists of Seven Sail of the 
L ine aad Five Frigates. 

I have the Honour to be, &c* 
R O B . S T O P F O R D . 

Admiralty-Office, March 7, 1809. 

ExtraB of a Letter from Captain Seymour, of His 
Majesty's Ship Amethyst, to Rear-Admiral Stops ordf 

dated near Chaffiron, Feb. 27, 1809. 

Y E S T E R D A Y the 26th the whole weighed 
from Basque-Roads, and proceeded to the 

Tsle d 'Aix Anchorage, one Frigate excepted, which 
run aground on the Shoals near lfle Madame, called 
Les Pallis ; arid after endeavouring to force her e££ 
by Press of Sail she failed, and unrigged. 


