Rumy, 16221,

-on¢

S,

~EXiRA9£biNARx;h;j

' Of Tucjiay, the 2tk of Tanuary.'.

2
R

“ TUESDAY, JANUARY 24, 1809.

Admiralty-Office, January 24, 1809.

Copy of a Letter from the Honourable Michael De
Courcy, Rear-Admiral of the White, to the Hon.
William Wellefley Pole, dated on board His Mayefly's
Ship the Tonnant, at Corunna, the 17th and 18th
Inflant.

SIR, Sanuary 17, 1869.

HAVING it in Defign to detach the Coffack to

England as foon as her Boats fhall ceafe to be
effential to the Embarkation of Troops, I feizea

Moment to acquaint you, for the Information of the

Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty, that the

Ships of War, as per Margih". and Tranfports,

poder the Orders of Rear-Admiral Sir Samuel

Hood and Commiflioner Bowen, arrived at this An-

chorage from Vigo on the 14th and 1gth Initant;

the Alfred and Hindoftan, with fome Traniports,

were left at Vigo to receive 2 Brigade of Three:

Thoufand Five Hundred Men, tk‘mt had taken
that Route under the Generals Alten and Craw-

ford.
« Ville de Paris, Viftory, Barficur, Zedous, Implacable,

Elizabeth, Nerge, Plantagenet, Refuluiion, Audacious, En-
dymion, Mediator.

In the Vicinity of Cotunna the Enemy have
prefled upon the Britith in great Force. The Em-
barkation of the Sick, the Cavalry, and the Stores
went on. The Night of the 16th was appointed for
the general Embarkation of the lafantrys; and,
mean Time, the Enemy prepared for Artack. At
Three P. M. an A&ion commenced ; the Enemy,
which had been polted on @ lofty Hill, endeavouring
to forcé the Britifh on another Hill of inferior
Height, and nearer the ‘Town.

The Encmy were driven back with great Staughter;
but very forry am I to add, that the Biitifh, though
triumphant, have {uffercd fevere Laoffes. 1am unable
to communicate further Particulars, than thae Sir
John Moore received a mortal Wound, of which he
died at Night ; that Sir David Baird loft an Arms
that feveral Officers and many Men have been
killed-and wounded ; and that the Ships of War
have received all fuch of the latter as they could ac-
commodate, the Remainder being fent to Tranf-
 ports. .

f The Weather is now tempeftuouns, ard the Dif-
ficulties of 'Embarkation are great. All except the
Rear-Guard are embarked ; couﬁﬂingi perhaps at

the prefent Moment of Two Thoufand Six Hup-
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dred Men The Enemy havxng brought Cannan to
a. Hlu overhangxng the Beach have’ forced a Ma-
]omy of the Tranfports to cut or ﬂlp. ﬁmbark-

Rion }Jelng no longer pra&xcable at the Town, the

Boats have been ordered to a fandy Beach near; the
I:.Ight Houfe; and it is hoped that the grealcr?art,
if not afl ‘will ftill be embarked, ‘the Ships of Wat
havmg dropped out to facnhtaze Embarkanon.,

_‘}'anuar_y 18.

The Embarkauon of the Troops having occupled
greater Part of laft Night, it has not been ig my
Power to detach the Coffack before this Day ; and

it is ﬁmh Satisfadtion Tam able to add, that, m }

eonfequcnce of the gooé Order ma;ntamed by ‘the
Troops, and the unwearied Exertions of -Commif-

fioner Bowen, the Captams anr{ onher Officers of & ‘
the Navy, the Agents, as well as the. Boat Grews," R

many of whom were for Two Days without Food
and without Repofe, the Army have been embarked
to the laft Man, énd the Ships are pow in the Offing,
preparatory to fteering for England. The great
Bady of the Tranfports having loft their Anchors,

ran to Sea without the Troops they were ordered
to receive, in confcquence of which there are fome
'I‘houfanda on board the Ships of War. Several
Tranl'ports, through lemanagcment ran on Shore.
The Seamen appeared to have abandoned them, Two
being brought out by the Boats’ Crews of the Men
of War, Two were burnt, and Five were bilged.

I canmot "conclude .this . hafty Statement without
expreﬂing my great Obligation to Rear-Admiral Sir
Samuel Hood, whofe Eye was every where, ang
whofe Exertions were um’emltted

I have the Honour ta be, &e.
M. DE COURCY.

Hazy Weather rendering the Loffack obleure, I
dctach the’ Gleaner with this Difpatch.

Wl Eseatum!
In fome few Copies of the Extraordmary Gazctte
of this Day, Page 9t Col. 2, Line 12,

For Major I7; Ilm.r, 81ft Regiment,
Read Ma\or W:/lmm:, 81t Regxment,

Printed by ANpREW STRAHAN, Prigters Sueet,” Gough Square.

- { Brice Sixpenced 1
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