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Taget, with the Referve, wwhich Corps had moved
ot of its Cantonments te fupport the Right of the
Army, by a vigorons Attack, defeated this Inten-
tion. The Major-General, having pufhed forvard
the gsth (RiHe Corps) end 1t Batralion g2d Re.
giments, drave the Luemy before him. and in his
rapid and judicions Advance, threatened the Lieft of
the Enemy’s Polition.  This Circumitance, with
the Pofition-of Licutenant-General Fraler’s Divilien,
{culeulated to give ftill further Secuvity to the Righe
of the Line) induced the Enemy to relax his Efforts
in that Quarter, ,

) They were-however more foreibly dire@ed towards
the Centre, where they weve again {uccelsfully re.
difled Ly the Drigade under Major-General Mauo-
wingbam, forming the Left of your Divifion, and
-a Part of that under Major General Liith, form-
ing the Right of the Divifiou under my Orders.
Upon the Left, the Esnemy at firlt contented
Jimfelf with an Attack wpon our Pigucts, which
however in  general maincained their Ground.
Tinding however s Efforts unavailing on the Right
zud Ceutre, he feemed determined 1o render the
Attack vpon the Left more feviods, and had fuc-
cecded 1o obtaining Peffefiion of the Village threugh
which tie great Road to Madrid palles, and which
was fituated in Front of that Fart of the Line. Tiom
this Poft, however, ke was foon expelled, with con-
fiderable Lofs, by a gallant Artack of fome Com-
panies of the zd Bettalion r4th Regiment, under
Ticutenant-Colonel Nicholls 3 before Five in the
‘Evening, we had not only {uccefsfully repelled every
Attack made upon the Pofition, but had gained
‘Ground in almolt all Points, and occupicd a more
forward Line, than at the Comméncement of the
A&ion, whillt the Enemy confined his Operations
‘to a Cannonade, and the Fire of his Light Troops,
with a View to draw oft his other Corps. At bix
‘the Firing entirely ceafed. The different Brigades
were re-aflembled on the Ground they occupied In
the Morning, and the Piquets and Advanced Polls,
refumed their original Stations.

Notwithitanding the decided and marked Supe-
riority which at this Moment the Gallantry of the
"f'roops had given them over an Enemy, who from
‘his Numbers and the commanding Advantages of his
Polition, no doubt expefled an ealy Victory, I
-did not, on reviewing all Circamftances conceive that
I fhould be warranted in departing from what I
Jnew was the fixed and previous Determination of
the late Commander of the Forces to withdraw the
Army on the Evening of the 16th, for the Par-
pofe of Embarkation, the previous Arrangements
for which bhad already been made by his Order,
and were in faét far advanced at the Commence-
ment of the Adion. The Troops quitted their
Pofition about Ten at Night, with a Degree of
:Order that did them credit. The whole of the

Artillery that remained unembarked, having Leen ]

withdrawn, the Troops followed in the QOrder pre-
{eribed, and marched to their refpe&ive Points of
Embarkation in the Town and Neighbourhood of
Corunna.  The Piguets remained ot ther Pofts
uatil Five on the Muorning of the 17th, when they
were alfo withdrawn with fimilar Ovders, and with-
out the Enemy having difcovered the Movement.

By the unremitted Exertion of Captains the
Honourable H. Curzon, Goffelin, Boys, Rainier,
Serret, Hawkins, Digby, Carden, and Mazkenzir,
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of the Reyal Nuvy, nhe, in purlvance of the Orderz
of Rear Admiral de Courey, were entrnfied with
the Service of embarkine the Lrmy s and in conw
feguence of the Asrangewants made by Commiffioner
Bowen, Cuptains Bowon and Shenberd, dnd the
other Aments fur Whote of the
Army was embalied w ition which bas
fcldom been cquatied.  With the Exception of the
Brigades under Majer Generals 151
which were deflingd to remain ¢

Movements of the Enemy fhould beeome manifeft,
the whaole was afioat befure Bay-Lighe. -

Tlie Brigade of Major-General Beresford, which
was alternately to form our Rear-Guard, occupied
the Land ront of the Towu of Corunna; that
uuder Majur-General Hill (was Rationed in Referee
on the Promontory in Rear of the Town.

The Eaemy pafned ki Light Troops towards
the Town foen after Light o'Cleck in the Mormn-
ing of the 17th, and fiontly after ocenpied the
Heights of Se.Lucia, whith cowimand the Harbonr.
But nerwithitandiep tids Cireimitance, and the
manifold 13-foils of te Pluee; thers bring uo
Appreheaflon that the Rzar-Guard could e foreed,
and the Difpefition of the Spanfards appearing to
be good, the Embarkation of Major-General Hill's
Brigude was commenced and completed by Three
1 the Afternoon 3 Major-General Bevesford, with
that Zeal and Ability which is fo well known to
yourfelf and the whole Army, liaving fully expiained,
t8 the Satisfallicn of tire Snanith Governor, the
Nuture of our Movement, and having made every
previous Arrangement, withdrew his Corps from the
Land Front of the Town foon zafter Dark, and was,
with all the wounded that had not been previoufly
moved, embarked before One this Morning.

Circumitances forbid us to induige the Hope, that
the Victory with which it has pleated Providence to
crown the Lfforrs of the ‘Army, can be attended
with any very brilliant Confequences to Grea: Bri-

tain. It Is clonded by the Lofs of one of her beft
Soldiers. It has Leen atchieved at the Termination

of a long and herafiing Scrvice.  The fupevior
Numbers, and advantageous Polition of the Enemy,
vot lefs than the aftual Situation of this Army, did
not admit of any Advastage being reaped from
Buceefs. It multk be howsver to you, to the
Army, and to cur Country, the {iveetelt Refleion
that the Loftre of the Britifh Arins has been maiu-
tained, amidft mauy Gifadvantazeous Circumitacces.
The Army which had entecred Spain, amidit the
fairelt Profpeéts, lad no f{ooner compleated its
Junttion, than owing to the muliiplied Dilafters
that difperfed the Native Armics around us, it was
lett to its own Refources. The Advance of the
Lritifh Corps from tie Duero, afforded the belt
Hopz chat the South of Spain might be relieved,
but this generous Eifort to {ave the unfortunate
Yeople, alfo afforded the Enemy the Opportunity
of dire@iug every Eifort of his numerous Troops,
and concentruting all his prineipal Refources for the
Deftruliien of the valy regular Foree in the North
of Spain.

You are well aware with what Diligence this
Syftem has been purlued.

Thefe Civcumftances praduced the Neceffity of
rapid ard harafling Marches, which had diminifhed
the Numbers, exhaulted the Strength, and impaired
the Equipment of the Army. Notwithltanding all
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