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EXTRAORDINARY.

- Bubiibed by uiporitp,

TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 180g.

Doawning-Street, Fanuary 24, 1809,
HE Honourable Captain Hope arrived late laft
Night with a Dilpatch from Licuienant-Ge-
neral Sir David Baird to Lord Vifcount Caltle-
reagh, one of Tlis Majelty’s Principal Secretaries of
State, of which the following is a Copy.

His Majefty’s Ship Ville de Paris,

My Lornp, at Sea, Fanrary 18, 1809.
Y the much lamented Death of Licutenan:-Ge-
neral Sir John Moore, who fell in A&ion with
the Enemy on the 16th Inftant, it has become my,
Duty to acquaint your Lordfhip, that the French
Army attacked the Britith Troops in the Pofition
they occupied in Front of Corunna, at about T'wa

o’Clock in the Afternoon of that Day.

A fevere Wound, which compelled me to quit the
Field a fhort Time previous to the Fall of Sir John
Moore, obliges me to refer your Lordfip for the
Particulars of the Altion, which was long and ob-
ftinately contefted, to the inclofed Report of Lieu-
tenant-General Hope, who fucceeded to the Com-
mand of the Army, and to whofe Ability and Ex-
ertions in Direftion of the ardent Zeal and uncon-
querable Valour of His Majefty’s Troops, is to be
atiributed, under Providence, the Succels of the
Day, which terminated in the complete’ and entire
Repulfe and Defeat of the Enemy at every Poiat of
Attack, .

The Honourable Captain Gordon, my Aide.de-
Camp, wiil have the Honour of delivering this Dil-
patch, and will be able to give your Lordfhip any
turther Information which may be required.

I have the Honour to be, &c.
D. BAIRD, Lieut. Gen.
Right Hon. Lord Vifount Cafllereagh. _
His Majefly’s Ship Audacious off Corunna,
SIR, Fannary 13, 1809.

1N compliance with the Delire contained in your

Communication of Yelterday, I avail mylelf of the

£-f* Moment I have been able to command, to de-
tail to you the Queurrences of the A&ion which
took place in Frent of Corunna on the 16th In-
Rant, )

It will be in your Recolletion, that about One
in the Afternocn of that Day the Euemy,who had in
the Morning received Reinforcements, and who had
placed fome Guus in Front of the Right and Left
of his Line, was oblerved to be meving Troops
towards his Left Flank, and forming various Co-
lumns of Attack at that Extremity of the ftrong
and commanding Pofition which on the Morning of
the 15th he had taken in our immediate Front.

This Indication of his [ntention was immediately
fucceeded by the rapid and determived Atrack
which he made apon vour Divilion which occupied
the Right of our Pofition. The Eveats which
eccurred during that Period of the Aétion you are
foily acquainted with. The it Effort of the
Enemy was miet by the Commander of the Forces,
and by yourfelf, at the Head of the 42d Regiment,
and the Brigade under Majes-General Lord William
Bentinek.

The Village on your Right became an Obje& of
ob#inate Conteft, o

T lament to fay, that {oon after the fevere Wound
which deprived the Army of vour Services, Lisute.
nant-General Sir John Moore, who bad juft di-
re€ted the molt able Dilpefition, feil by a Cannon-
Shot. The Tronps, thaugh nat uracquzinted with,
the irreparable Lofs they had {ufteined, were not
difmayed, but by the moft determived Bravery not
only repelled every Attempt of the Enemy to gain
Ground, but aftually forced him 1o retire, although
he had brought up frefh Tioops in fupport of thofe
originally engaged. )

The Enemy, finding himicl foiled in every At-
tempt to force the Right of the Pofition, endeavoured
by Numbers to rurn 1. A judicicus and well timed
Movement which was made by Major-General
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Taget, with the Referve, wwhich Corps had moved
ot of its Cantonments te fupport the Right of the
Army, by a vigorons Attack, defeated this Inten-
tion. The Major-General, having pufhed forvard
the gsth (RiHe Corps) end 1t Batralion g2d Re.
giments, drave the Luemy before him. and in his
rapid and judicions Advance, threatened the Lieft of
the Enemy’s Polition.  This Circumitance, with
the Pofition-of Licutenant-General Fraler’s Divilien,
{culeulated to give ftill further Secuvity to the Righe
of the Line) induced the Enemy to relax his Efforts
in that Quarter, ,

) They were-however more foreibly dire@ed towards
the Centre, where they weve again {uccelsfully re.
difled Ly the Drigade under Major-General Mauo-
wingbam, forming the Left of your Divifion, and
-a Part of that under Major General Liith, form-
ing the Right of the Divifiou under my Orders.
Upon the Left, the Esnemy at firlt contented
Jimfelf with an Attack wpon our Pigucts, which
however in  general maincained their Ground.
Tinding however s Efforts unavailing on the Right
zud Ceutre, he feemed determined 1o render the
Attack vpon the Left more feviods, and had fuc-
cecded 1o obtaining Peffefiion of the Village threugh
which tie great Road to Madrid palles, and which
was fituated in Front of that Fart of the Line. Tiom
this Poft, however, ke was foon expelled, with con-
fiderable Lofs, by a gallant Artack of fome Com-
panies of the zd Bettalion r4th Regiment, under
Ticutenant-Colonel Nicholls 3 before Five in the
‘Evening, we had not only {uccefsfully repelled every
Attack made upon the Pofition, but had gained
‘Ground in almolt all Points, and occupicd a more
forward Line, than at the Comméncement of the
A&ion, whillt the Enemy confined his Operations
‘to a Cannonade, and the Fire of his Light Troops,
with a View to draw oft his other Corps. At bix
‘the Firing entirely ceafed. The different Brigades
were re-aflembled on the Ground they occupied In
the Morning, and the Piquets and Advanced Polls,
refumed their original Stations.

Notwithitanding the decided and marked Supe-
riority which at this Moment the Gallantry of the
"f'roops had given them over an Enemy, who from
‘his Numbers and the commanding Advantages of his
Polition, no doubt expefled an ealy Victory, I
-did not, on reviewing all Circamftances conceive that
I fhould be warranted in departing from what I
Jnew was the fixed and previous Determination of
the late Commander of the Forces to withdraw the
Army on the Evening of the 16th, for the Par-
pofe of Embarkation, the previous Arrangements
for which bhad already been made by his Order,
and were in faét far advanced at the Commence-
ment of the Adion. The Troops quitted their
Pofition about Ten at Night, with a Degree of
:Order that did them credit. The whole of the

Artillery that remained unembarked, having Leen ]

withdrawn, the Troops followed in the QOrder pre-
{eribed, and marched to their refpe&ive Points of
Embarkation in the Town and Neighbourhood of
Corunna.  The Piguets remained ot ther Pofts
uatil Five on the Muorning of the 17th, when they
were alfo withdrawn with fimilar Ovders, and with-
out the Enemy having difcovered the Movement.

By the unremitted Exertion of Captains the
Honourable H. Curzon, Goffelin, Boys, Rainier,
Serret, Hawkins, Digby, Carden, and Mazkenzir,
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of the Reyal Nuvy, nhe, in purlvance of the Orderz
of Rear Admiral de Courey, were entrnfied with
the Service of embarkine the Lrmy s and in conw
feguence of the Asrangewants made by Commiffioner
Bowen, Cuptains Bowon and Shenberd, dnd the
other Aments fur Whote of the
Army was embalied w ition which bas
fcldom been cquatied.  With the Exception of the
Brigades under Majer Generals 151
which were deflingd to remain ¢

Movements of the Enemy fhould beeome manifeft,
the whaole was afioat befure Bay-Lighe. -

Tlie Brigade of Major-General Beresford, which
was alternately to form our Rear-Guard, occupied
the Land ront of the Towu of Corunna; that
uuder Majur-General Hill (was Rationed in Referee
on the Promontory in Rear of the Town.

The Eaemy pafned ki Light Troops towards
the Town foen after Light o'Cleck in the Mormn-
ing of the 17th, and fiontly after ocenpied the
Heights of Se.Lucia, whith cowimand the Harbonr.
But nerwithitandiep tids Cireimitance, and the
manifold 13-foils of te Pluee; thers bring uo
Appreheaflon that the Rzar-Guard could e foreed,
and the Difpefition of the Spanfards appearing to
be good, the Embarkation of Major-General Hill's
Brigude was commenced and completed by Three
1 the Afternoon 3 Major-General Bevesford, with
that Zeal and Ability which is fo well known to
yourfelf and the whole Army, liaving fully expiained,
t8 the Satisfallicn of tire Snanith Governor, the
Nuture of our Movement, and having made every
previous Arrangement, withdrew his Corps from the
Land Front of the Town foon zafter Dark, and was,
with all the wounded that had not been previoufly
moved, embarked before One this Morning.

Circumitances forbid us to induige the Hope, that
the Victory with which it has pleated Providence to
crown the Lfforrs of the ‘Army, can be attended
with any very brilliant Confequences to Grea: Bri-

tain. It Is clonded by the Lofs of one of her beft
Soldiers. It has Leen atchieved at the Termination

of a long and herafiing Scrvice.  The fupevior
Numbers, and advantageous Polition of the Enemy,
vot lefs than the aftual Situation of this Army, did
not admit of any Advastage being reaped from
Buceefs. It multk be howsver to you, to the
Army, and to cur Country, the {iveetelt Refleion
that the Loftre of the Britifh Arins has been maiu-
tained, amidft mauy Gifadvantazeous Circumitacces.
The Army which had entecred Spain, amidit the
fairelt Profpeéts, lad no f{ooner compleated its
Junttion, than owing to the muliiplied Dilafters
that difperfed the Native Armics around us, it was
lett to its own Refources. The Advance of the
Lritifh Corps from tie Duero, afforded the belt
Hopz chat the South of Spain might be relieved,
but this generous Eifort to {ave the unfortunate
Yeople, alfo afforded the Enemy the Opportunity
of dire@iug every Eifort of his numerous Troops,
and concentruting all his prineipal Refources for the
Deftruliien of the valy regular Foree in the North
of Spain.

You are well aware with what Diligence this
Syftem has been purlued.

Thefe Civcumftances praduced the Neceffity of
rapid ard harafling Marches, which had diminifhed
the Numbers, exhaulted the Strength, and impaired
the Equipment of the Army. Notwithltanding all
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wefe Difadvantages, and thofe more immediately at-
hed to a defenfive Polition, which the imperious
Meeefity of covering the Harbour of Coruana for a
‘time had rendered indilpenfable to zlfume, the na-
zive ard undausted Valour of Dutith Troops was
never more confpicusus, and mult have excceded
what even vour own Experience of that iavaluable

{Juaity, {» inherent in them; may have taught you

1o expect.  When every one that had an Opporte-
nity feemed to vie in improviag it, it is dificalt for
me, in making this Report, to fele@ particelar In-
ftances for vour Approbation.
engaged were the Drigades under Mrjor-Generals
Lovd William DBentinck, and Manningham and
Leith; and the Brigade of Guards under Major-
General Warde.

To thefe Officers, and the Troops under their im-
mediate Orders, the greatedt Praile is due.  Major-
General Hill and Colonel Catlin Cravford, with
their Drigades on the Left of the Pofition, ably
The Brunt of the
A&ion fell upon the 4th, g24, soth, and 81ft Re-
giments, with Parts of the Brigade of Guards, and
the 26th Regiment,  From Lieutenant-Colonel
Wurray, Quarter-2Mafter.General, and the Ofiicers
of the General Siaff, ¥ reccivéd the wolt marked
Affiflance. I had Rezfon to regret, that the 1lnefs
of DPrigadier-Geaeral Clinton, Adjutant-General,
deprived me of his Aid. T was indebted to Driga-
dier-Guueral Slade during the Acktion, for a zealous
Gifer of his perforal Services, although the Cavalry
were embaiked.

“i"he greater Part of the Tleet baving gone to Sea
VYeterday Evening, the whale being under Weigh,
and the Corps in the Embarkation neceffarily much
mixed on board, it is impoffible at prefent to lay be-
fore you 2 Return of our Cafuvalties, I hope the
Lofs in Numbers is not {o confiderable as might
have been expefted. 1f 1 was obliged to form an
LEftimate I thould fay, that I believe it did not ex-
ceed in Killed and Wounded from Seven to Eight
Tundred ; that of the Enemy mult remain un-
known, but many Circomftances induce me to rat
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The Corps chiefly :

it at neaily double the ‘abave "Wumber. We have
jome Priloners, but T bave not been able to obtaia
an Account of the Number; it is not, however,
confiderable.  Several Ofiicers of Rank have fallen
or been wounded, among whom [ am only at pre.
fent enabled to flate the Names of .Lieutenant-Co-
lonel Napier, g2d Regiment, Majors Napier and
Stanhope, soth Regiment, killed; Lieutenant-Co-
lonel \Winch, 4th Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel
Maxuwell, 26th Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Fane,
soth Regimente, Licutenant-Colonel Griffith, Guards,
tizjors Miller and Williams, § 1t Regimeat,wounded.

To you, who are wellacquainted with the excel-
lent Qualities of Lieutenant General Sir John Moore,
I need not expatiate on the Lofs the Army and
his Country have {uttained by his Death., His Fall
kas deprived me of a valuable Friend, to whom long
Experience of his Worth had fincerely attached me.
Butit 1s chiefly on publicGrounds that I muft lament
the Blow. It will be the Converfation of every one
who loved or refpecied his manly Charaer, that,
after condufing the Army through an arducus
Retreat with confiimmate Firmaels, he has termi-
naied a Carcer of diltinguilked Honour by a Death
that has given the Enemy additional Reafon to
refpet the Name of a Britith Soldier. Like the
immortal Wolfe, he is fnateh’d from his Country at
an early Period of a Lifc {pent in her Service ; like
Wolfe, his lak Momeants were gilded by the Profpe&
of Succefs, and cheared by the Acclamation of Vic.
tery; itke Wolfe alfo, his Memory will for ever re-
main facred in that Country which he fincerely loved
and which he had {o faithfully ferved,

It remains for me only to exprefls my Hope, that
you will fpeedily’be reltored to the Service of your
Country, and to lament the unfortunate Circum-
fiance that removed you frem your Station in the
Ficid, and threw the momentary Command into far
l=is able Hands.

1 have the Honour to be, &c.
JOHN HOPE, Lieut, Gen.
Te Licutenant-General Sir Davwid Baird,
&e. T, T

Sguare.
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