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DECLARATION

HE Overtures made to His Majelty by the

Governments of Ruffia and of France have
qot led to Negociation: And the Intercourfe to
which thofe Overtures gave rife being terminated,
His Majefly thinks it right thus promptly and pub-
diety to make known its Termination.

The continued Appearance of a Negoc:stlon,
when Peace has been found to be utterly unattain-
able, could be advantagéous only to the Enemy.

It might enable France te {ow Diftrult and Jea-
louly in the Councils of thofe, who are combined to
refilt her Oppreffions: And 1f, among the Nations
which groan under the Tyranny of French Al-
liance, or among thofe which maiatain. againft
France a doubtful and precarious Independence,
there fhould be any which even now are balancing
between the certain Ruin of a prolonged Ina&ivity,
and the contingent Dangers of an Effort to fave
themfelves from that Ruin; to Nations fo fituated
the delufive Profpe&t of a Peace between Great
Britain and Feance could not fail to be peculimly
injurious, ‘Their Preparations might be relaxed by
;the vain Hope of retarning Trangnillity 3 or their
Purpofe fhakén by the Appreheifion of being left
to contend alone,

" That fuch was, in Fa&l, the main Obje& of
France in the Pr opofa.ls tran{mitted to His Majelty
from Esfurth, Elis' Majelty entertained a flcong
Perfuafion. e

Bet at a Momént when Refults fo awful from
their Importance, and fo tremendous from their
Uncertaiaty, might be depeading upon the De-
cilion of Peace or War, The King felt it due to
Himfelf to afcertain, beyond the Poflibility of
Doabt, the Views and Intentions of Flis Enemies,

Tt was difficult for His Majefty to believe, thay
the Emperor of Rullia had devoted Himfelf fo
blindly and fatally to the Violeace and Ambition of
the Power with which His Imperial Mdjefty had
unfortunately ‘become allied, as to be prepared
openly to abet the Ulfurpation of the Spanith
Monarchy ; and to acknowledge and maintain the
Right, affumed by France, to depole and jmprifon
friendly Sovereigns, and forcibly to transfer to her.-
felf the Allegiance of independent Nations.

When, therefore, t was propofed to His Ma.
jefty to enter into Negociation for a general Peace,

{ in Concert with His Majefty’s Allies, and to treat

either on the Bafis of the Ui poffideiis, (heretofore
the Subje& of fo much Centrover(y,) or on any
other Bafis, confiftent with Juftice, Henour, and
Lquality, His Majefty determined to meet this feem-
ing Fairnefs and Moderation, with Fairnefs and

i Moderation, on His Majelty’s Part real and fincere.

The King profeffed His Readinefs to enter inta
{uch Negociation, i concurrence with His Ailiesg
and undertook forthwith to communicate to Them

‘the Prupofals which His Majefly had receivei.

But as His Majefty was not conneéted with Spzin
by a formal Treaty of Alliance, His Majefly thought
it neceflary to.declare, that the Engagements which
He had contra@ed, in the Face of the World, with
that Nation, were confidered by His Majefty as ne

{lefs facred, and no lefs binding upon His Majeily,

than the moft folemn Treaties ; and to exprefs His
Majeity’s jult Confidence that the Goverament of
Spain, aling in the Name of His Catholic Majefty
Ferdinand the Seventh, was underftood to be a
Pasty to the Negociation.

The Reply returned by France to :h:s Propofition
of His Majefty calts off at once the thin Difguife,
which bad been aflumed for a momentary Purpole;
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