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DISPATCH, of which the following is a

Copy, has been received by Vifcount Callle-
“redgh, One of His Majelty’s Principal Secretaries of
State, from Lieutenant-General Sir John Stuart,
commanding His Majelty’s Forces in Sicily.

My Lozp, . M¢ffina, Sepiember 20, 1808.

AVING been apprifed that a large Convoy of
the Enemy, confifting of a Number of Coaft-
ing Veflels, faid to be charged with Cantributions in
Kind from the Two Provinces of Calabria to the
Neapolitan Government, were affembled at Dia-
-mante, ncar the Gulf of Policaltro, under the Pro-
tection of Four Gun-Boats and heavy Batteries on
the Share, 1 detached Licutenant.Colonel Dryce,
of the Royal Engineérs, with the Troops meantioned
" in the Margin ¥, 1o cv-opgrate with the Commanders
-of His Majelty’s Sloops Halcyon and Weazel, and
- with a fmall Naval Equipment of His Sicilian Ma-
jelty, in the Endeavour to take or defiroy them.
Inclofed I have the Honour to tranfmit 1o your
- Lordfhip the Report of the above.named judicious
-Qfficer, ftaung the entire Succefs of the Euterpriz
.entrufted to his Conduét. :
Ihave the Honour to be, &e. -
J. STUART.
Riclt Honourable Vifeount Cafllereagh.

. * 'The Regiment of Malta, commanded by Major Ham-
mill; 150 Ravk and File of the 58th Regiment, under Cap-
tain O’Brien; = Detachment of §0 Men of the German
Legion ; a Detachment of Arti'lery, with Two Six-Pounders
and One Howitzer, under Captain Campbell.

SIR, " Off Diamante, Sept. 8, 18c8.
I DO mylelf the Honour to acquaint you, that
the Detachmeant you were pleafed to put under my
O ders has {uccefsfully executed the Service 1o View,
" by capturing, in Conjunétion with Captain Pearce
of 1he Royal Navy, a Flotilla of Thirty-eight Sail
of the Enemy’s Veflels, of which Four are large
Gun-Boats, under the Town of Diamante, where
they had been blockaded with much Perfeverance
by  Captain Prefcott of His Majefty’s Brig tlie
Weazle, ’
We were bafled by Caims during Five Days on
the Paffage from Milazzo, on Three of which we

sauft have been ditintly feen from the Enemy’s

Publithey by Authority.

B U ——

From &atutday December fo, to Tuesday December 1 3, 1808.

Coalt. And on examining the Polition taken here,
I found it very refpe@able, as the Town of Dia-
mante, which covered the Veflels ranged on the
Right and Left of it, ltands on a Pemn{ula nearly
inacceflible on Three Sides, the Fourth is protefted
by difficult Inclofines, and there is, beiides, a
Building of confiderable Strength commanding the
whole. :

Under thefe difcouraging Circumftances, aug-
mented by the Non-Arrival of the Sicilian Guu-
Boats, and the Abfence of Two of the Tranfports,

it required the fullelt Confidence in the Condu& of

Major * Hammill, and the Troops intended to be
landed, to induce me to hazard an Attempt on. the
Town, without the Pofleflion of which I faw
nothing effcftual could be done. After the ftrong
Building abovementioned had been fuccelsfully can-
nonaded for feveral Hours by Captains Pearce and
Prefcott of the Royal Navy, and the Chevalier de
Balfamo, commanding a Galliot of His Siciliarr
Majefty, who were indefatigable in their Exertions,
Two Hundred and Tifty Men of the Regiment of
Malta, under Major Hammill, and One Hundred
of the §8th Regiment, under Captain O’Brien,

{ were landed at Davhbieak this Morning, about Half

a Mile to the Northward of the 'I'own, accom-
panied by a Howitzer and Two Three Pounders,
commanded by Captain Campbell of the Koyal A
tillery. The Enemy, who confifted of abcut Four
Hundred Men of the Civic Guard, with a Propor-
tion of French T'roops, were gradually forced back
through the Underwood upon the Town, which,
however, they did not attempt to defend, but took
to the Mountains ; and we.were enabled to turn their
Batteries, of Four heavy Guns, on the Beach to the
Southward of the Town, without fultaining any
Lofs, when the whole of their Veflels fcll into our
Hands. 1 beg Leave to exprels greac Satisfadtion
with the judicious Conduét of Major Hammill ; and
T'hanks are due to CaPtain Campbell, commanding
the Anrtillery, Captain® O’Brien, commanding the
§8th, and Licutenant Lawfon of the Engineers, who
did me the Favour to attend me on Shore.
I have the Honour to be, &c.
ALEX. BRYCE,

Lieutenant Colonel, Royal Engineere.

“Lieutenant-General Sir'j'n/)h Stuart, K. B.
Commander of the Forces,



