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Downing-Street, September 16, 1808. 
A D I S P A T C H , of-which the following is a 

J *• Copy, was received Yesterday .Evening from 
Lieutenant General Sir Hew Dalrymple, command­
ing His Majesty's Troops in Portugal, addresied.to 
Lord Viscount Castlereagh, one ot His Majesty's 
Principal Secretaries of .State, and brought by Cap­
tain Dalrymple, Military Secretary to Sir Hew Dal­
rymple. 

M y L O R D , Headquarters, Cintra, Sept. 3, 1808 
If H A V E ' t h e Honour to inform your Lordship 
-*"• that I landed in Portugal, and took the Com­
mand of the A r m y on Monday the 2 2d of Au­
gust, the next Day after the Battle of Vimiera, 
and where the Enemy sustained a signal Defeat, 
where the Valour and Discipline of Britisli Troops, 
and the Talents of British Officers, were tminer.tly 
displayed. 

A few Hours after my Arrival, General Keller 
matin came in with a Flag of l'liiee from the French 
General in Chief, in 01 der to propose an Agree­
ment for a Cessation of Hostilities, for the Purpose 
of concluding a-Convention for the Evacuation of 
Portugal by the French Troops. T h e inclosed con­
tains the several Articles at hist agreed upon and 
signed by Sir Arthur Wellcsley aud General Kellei-
rnann; bu t as this was done with a Reference to the 
British Admiral, who, when the Agreement was 
communicated to him, objicted to the 7th Article, 
which had for its Object the disposal of the Russian 
Fleet in the Tdgus, it. was finally concluded' that 
L ieu t . Col. Murray, Quarter Mailer General to the 
British Army, and General Keiiermann, should pro­
ceed to the Discussion of the remaining Articles, and 
finally to conclude a Convention for the Evacuation 
of Portugal, Libjtct co tlie Ratification of the French 
General in Chief, and the British Commanders by 
Sea and Land. 

After considerable Discussion and repeated Re­
ference to me, which re.mitred it nectilary for me 
to avail myself ot ihe ii.r.ited Period latterly pre 
scribed for tlie Suspension of Hostilities, in order 
10 move the Army forwards, and to place the se­
veral Columns upon the Routes '~-y which they 
were to advance, the Convention was signed, ana. j 
the Ratificaiion exchanged the 30th of last Month, j 

Tha t no Time might be lost in obtaining An- \ 
chorage for the Transports and othtf Shipping, 
which had for some Days been exposed to great 
Peril on this dangerous Coast, aud to' insure the 
Commnnicavion between the Army and the Vic­
tuallers, which was cut ofi" by the Badness of the j 
Weather aud llie Suif upon the Shore, 1 sent j 
Orders to the Busts and 43d Regiments, which* 

. v>x'i'c onboard of Transpoits with Sir Charles Cot- I 

ton's Fleet, to land and take Possession os the Forts 
on the Tagus whenever the Adrciial thought it 
proper to do so. This was accordingly ca'ried into 
Execution Yesterday Morning, %when the Forts nf 
Cascais, St. Julien's, and Bugin were evacuated by 
the French Troops, and taken Possession of by ours. 

A s Handed in Portugal entirely unacquainted 
with the actual State of the French A i m y , and 
many Circumstances of a local and incidental Na­
ture, which doubtless had great Weight in decid­
ing the Question ; my own Opinion in Favour of 
the Expediency of expelling the French A r m y 
from Portugal by Means of the Convention the late 
Defeat had induced th t French General in Chief 
to solicit, instead of doing so by a ciuinnation of 
Hostilities, was principally founded ar. the great 
Importance of T ime, which the Season of the 
Year rendered peculiarly valuable, and which the 
Enemy could easily have consumed in tbe protracted 
Defence of the strong Places they occupied, had 
Terms of Convention been refused them. 

When the Suspension of Arms was agreed upon-, 
the Army under the Command of Sir John Moore 
had not arrived, and Doubts were even entertained 
whether so large a Body of Men could be landed on 
an open and a dangerous Beach; and that being ef­
fected, whether the Supply of so large an Army 
with Provisions from the Ships could be provided 
for, under all the Disadvantages to which the Ship­
ping were exposed. During the Negociatfou, the 
former Difficulty was overcome by the Activity^ 
Zeal, and Intelligence of Captain Malcolm of the » 
Donegal, arid the Officers and Men undei his Or.» 
ders; but the Possibility of the latter seems to have 
been at an End, nearly at the Moment when it waij 
no longer necessary. 

Captain Dalrymple, of the "i Sth Dragoons, my 
Militarv Secretary, will have the Honour ot deliver­
ing to your Lordship this Dispatch. H e is full" in-
sormed of whatever has been done under my OideiF, 
rc'-mire to tlie Service on which I have been em­
ployed, a;ul can give any Explanation thereupon 
that may be required. 

i have me Honour to be, & c 
(Signed) H E W D A L R Y M P L E , 

Lietite pant-General. 
The Rishi Hon. Lord Viscount Cajlhre^h, 

b : . &c. b t , 

S U S P E N S I O N d'Arnvi aretee entre Mciseur le 
Chevalier Arthur Wellsey, Lieutenant-General, -it-
Chevalier de I'Ordre du Bain, d'uns Part, ct Mon­

sieur le General de Division Kellermann, Grand Ofifi-
cier de la Legion d-'Honneur, Commandeur de I'Ordre 
de la Couroiine de Fer, Grand Croix de I'Or dr; du 
Lion de Baviere, de I'autre Bart; tous deux charges 


