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Facilities in annoying the Privatéers, and cutting off
their Prizes from getting into Point a Petre.

His Majefly’s Ship Cerberusy at Defeada,
SIR, 3oth March 1808.

I HAVE the Satisfaion to announce to you the
Capture of the Ifland of Defeada by the Force you
did me the Honour to place under my Orders.

On the 29th Inftant I weighed from Marie Ga-
lante with the Veflels named in the Margin * ; and

“on the zoth, at half paft Three P.M. the Boats
under the Command of Captain Sherriff, of His
Majclty’s Sloop Lily, with a Detachment of Sea-
men and Marinss from each Veflel, under their re-
fpe@ive Commanders, (who gallantly volunteered
their Services on the Occafion,) ftoad towards the
Shore, which was defended by a Battery of T'wo
Nine-Pounders, completely commanding the narrow
Entrance of the Harbour, together with the Na-
tional Troops and Militia, amounting to about Se-
venty Men, who opened their Fire upon the Boats,
when I found it neceffary to anchor the Squadron
with Springs on their Cables, and commence a can-
nonading, which foan filenced them, and at Four
o’Clock the French Flag was ftruck ; the Boats
landed-at half paft Four, hoilted ‘the Britifh Flag,
and the whole Ifland furrendered without further
Oppofition.

I have the Satisfattion to acquaint you, that this
Capture has been effe@ted without Lofs; the Com-
mandant, National Officers, and Troops are made
Prifoners of War, and the Militia have laid down
their Arms.

1 faould not do Juitice to the Merit of Captain
Sherriff was I not to exprels in the highe | Terms
my eutire Approbation of his Condu&t, together
with Captain Ward, and all the Officers and Men
employed on this Service.

I have the Honour to be, &e.
W. SELBY.
The Honouralle Rear- Admiral Sir Alexander
Cochrane, K. B. Commander in Chicf,
- G . Weo Leewward [flands.

" P.S. Undermentioned is a Lift of the Ordnance
and Military Stores found on the Ifland ; the whole
of the great Guns 1 have deltroyed as well as the
Batterics; and the fmall Arms and other Military
Stores I have taken off the Ifland. -

Zron Ordnance.
At the principal Battery —3 Twenty-four-Pounders
and 2 Nine-Pounders.
At the Grand Bourg—z Niac-Pounders, and 2 dif.
mounted Six-Pounders.
5o whole Barrels of Powder.

50 Mufkets. W. SELBY.

& Cerlerus, Lily, Pelican, Exprefs, Swinger, and Mofam-
bigue.

Admiralty-Office, May 14, 1808,

Copy of a Letter from Capiain Thomas Searle, Com-
mander of His BMajefty's Shoop the Grafihopper, to
the Honourable IV. I¥. Pole, dated at Gibraltar, 28th
April 1808,

SIR,
INCLOSED I fend you, for the Information of
the Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty, a

Copy of a Letter I tranfmitted ou the 24th Initant

s0 Rear-Admiral Purvis, acquainting him of the

170, 16144.
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Capture of T'wo Spanifh Gun-Boats, the Deftruétion
of Two others, and the Capture of Two valuable
Veffels from South America, which I this Day ar-
rived fate with at this Place. : i
I have the Honour to be, &c.
T. SEARLE.

His Majefly’s Slosp Grafshopper, at Sea,
SIR, 24¢h April 1808.
I HAVE the Honour to acquaint you, that

Yefterday Morning, in Company with His Majefty’s

Gun-Brig Rapid, I had the good Fortune to fall in
with Two Spanith Veflels from South America, un-
der the Prote@ion of Four Gun- Boats, when, after
a fhort Chace, they anchored under a Battery clofe in
with Faro, among the Shoals; I immediately an-
chored within Range of Grape-Shot, and, after a
very fevere Acion of Two Hours and a Half, the
People on Shore deferted their Guns, Two Guna
Boats ftruck, and the other Two we drove athore,
and were deftroyed. The Cargoes on board - the
Two Spanifh Veflels are worth Thirty Thoufand
Pounds each, which we alfo captured ; but am forry
to fay it was not accomplifhed without Lofs on our
Part ; we had One Man killed, myfelf flightly, and
Three Seamen f{everely woundid ; both Veflels fuf
fered very much in their Hulls, Mafts, Sails, and
Rigging. The Enemy’s Lofs was very great in the
Two Gun-Boats captured; they had Forty killed
and wounded ;3 Fourteen of the iatter I {ent on fhore
to Faro, as I had no Means of taking Care of our
own wounded Men and thofe of the Enemy’s, which
I hope you will approve of. , _

It gives me Plealure to infurm you that I received
every poffible Affiftance from Licutenant Baugh,
commandiug His Majelty’s Gun-Brig Rapid, whao
aued with great Gallantry the whole Time, and
{peaks in the highett Terms of the good Condu of
his Officers and Men, Three of which were feverely
wounded, and particularly of Mr. Baxton, ading
Mafter. [ alfo beg Leave to obferve that Licute-
nant Cutfield ; Mr. Henry Bell, Mafter ; Mr, Tho-
mas Baftin, Purfer, Warrant and Petty OZzers, and
Ship’s Company, under my Commard, merit my
warmelt Thanks for their gallant Conduét on this as
well as former Cccalions,

Mefirs. Bell and Battin I beg particularly to re-
commend } the former for taking the Brig into a very
dangerous MNavigation, and is at all Times a Volun-
teer on every Occafion ; the latter has received a very
fevere Wound fince he has been with me, and volun-
tecred to command the after Guns, having only one
Licuzenant on board, and is a very deferving good’
Officer. I have, &c. THO. SEARLE,
To Fobn Child Purvis, Efg; Rear-Admiral

of the IWhite, &c. &e. e

Admiralty—Oﬂ';ce', May 14, 1808,

Copy of a Letter from Charles Dafbwood, Efg; Cap-
tain of His Majefly’s' Ship Franchife, to the Ho-
nourable IV, W. Pole, daied on board that Ship, at
Barbadoes, 1/ of laff Month.

SIR,
E BEG to acquaint you, that the French Lugger
Privateer Le Hazard, of Four Guns and Fifty
Men, cammanded by Francois Blanchet, was taken
on the 23d of February by the Franchife, Twelve
Leagues South of Scilly, whilft hovering round the



