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Office of the Commiffioners appointed by Aa
of Parlioment, under the Convention
aith the United States of America.

GCENERAL ORDER. .
RDERED, That, for the better Information
of all concerned, the following Statements be
publithed in the London Gazette, and in fuch uther

Waaner as the Board (hall direét.

Wt That Claims were in due Tune under the
A&, that is, on or before the it Day of June
1804, prefeited ta the Board, to the Amount of
5,408,766/ 65. Sterling + on the Merits of which
Claims the Board were, after full Invelligation, in
the fitft place to decide 5 and having fo decided, to
diftribute the 600,600/, uuder their Charge, in pro-
porti(m to the sums they had adjudged 10 be good.

2dly. That belides a very great Number of inter.

Jocutory Refolutions and Orders, which the State of

the Claims vendered ablolutely necelfary, many of
them involving (&_lclh'ons on Points uf]cading [mpor.

sance, and Details ariling oot of the Examinations of

Documents or other Evidence in each particular

Cafe, (fuch as with the Reprefentations in purfuance

of thofe Refolutions and Orders will be found to

fugyelt fufficient Grounds for deciding, without
much further lnquiry, many of thole Cales v which

Adjudications have not yet been given,) final Adju-

dications have been made by the Boaid, either on the

whole or on Parts of Claims, to the Amount of

1,962,315/ 165 gL
“gdly. That, ot this Sum, Claims have been ad-

judged to be good to the Amount of 822,133/
125, 3d.; and on various Grounds rejedted, difal

lowed, dedudted, or ftruck off, to the Amount of

1,140,182/ 45, 03d.

. 4thly. That the Suins {comparatively of fmall
Amount) which have been recovered by Claimants
from their Debtors in America during the Favefti-
gation, chiefly by Means of Proceedings inftituted
or purfued in confequence of the General Orders of
the Board, are included in the Sums which have been
fo deduted or fruck off.

.gthly. That on the above Sum of 822,133/
124, 3d. adjudged to be good, Dividends have been
paid, or are ready to be paid, to the Amount of

“‘Twenty per Cent. or One-Gfth part of the above
Sam. .

6thly. That although Lofles have been unquef-
tionably fultzined by Subjeéls of His Majefly, as
Creditors of Citizens or Inhabitants of the United
States, from the Non-payment of Debts which were
jultly due to them ar the Date of the PDefinitive
Treaty of Peace in 1783, to a much greater
Amount than even the large Sum for which Claims
bave come before the Board ; yet the Inveftigation
has fhewn that much of that Lofs was the neceffary
and unavoidable Canfequence of the general Cala-
mity, which, from the Ruin it had brought on Mul.
titudes of thofe Debtors who were alive, and to be
found at the End of the War, or the Confufion in
which it had invoived the Affairs of others who were
dead, and whofe Eftates had fallen into the Hands of
negligent, difhoneft, or watteful Adminiftrators,would

have prevented the Recovery of a great Proportion.

of thofe juft Debts, though the ordinary Courfe of
judicial Proceedings had goue on as before the War,
that ordinary Courfle haviug at all Times there, as in
other Countries, afforded to the Dithoneft the Means,

or been inadequate to the Suppreflion of dilatory
Litigation.

7thly. That in the Application of {uch Principles
of Conltru&ion as, on full Deliberation, the Board
have themlclves eftablithed, or adopted from the
Decifions, on general Paints ol the Commiflion
which fat at Philadelphia under the Theaty of 1704,
{and they have adopted all the Decilious of that
Board, except fuch of them as, in confequence of
the United States being no longer a Party, are now
inapplicable,) it has been the chief Bufinels of the
Board ro draw from the Evidence adduced by Claim-
ants, and cvery attainable Source of Iuformation,
particularly the Mafs of Correfpondence with Par-
tics or Agents at the Time, which their Orders (in
many Inflances with great Difficulty ) had brougit
before them, fuch luferences as night lead to fome
fatisfactory Couclulion in each particular Cafe, on
the Qusftion how far the Lofles complained of
ought to be imputed o the general Calamity ; and
how far to thole direét or evafive Impediments of
the Law wlich were created or faffered to exift i

“Breach of the 4th Article of the Treaty of Peace.

8thly. That in the Excrcife of thofe Powers of
fpecial Jurifdiclion without Appeal, which the A&t
has conferred upon them, they have béin impeded iu
a Manner which their Refolutions and Orders, bothi
gencral and particular, have fu ly pointed out, to aDe-
gree indeed much beyond even what their previous
Knowledge ot the Subject had led them to anticipate ;
but by thofe who truly defire that Jutice fhill as vear-
ly as poflible be attained, it will not in ‘the Eud be
Matter of Regret that, in a Bufinels o complicated,
and {uch as may evintually, to the Extent of Mil-
lious, involve more than even the important Intercits
of the Parties individually coucerned 3 where Lirror
too would be without Remedy ; the Board have not
been-prevailed on to facrifice the Duty of diligent
Inquiry and Deliberation to that of Dilpatch ; - for
although they are ftrongly imprefled with a Senle of
the I’%ardfhips which Claimants, fo far as their
Claims are jult, have now fo long fuftaived, and
many Perfons of Character are Parties before them,
of whole fair Lntentions they have never had Reafon
to entertain a Doubt ; yet as the fame Species of
Scrutiny, though in different Degrees, has of courfe
been applied to all, great Errors m Conttruétion as
well as Statement, and very grofs Attempts, have
been deteéted.

Laftly. That the Information, of which the Board
are now poflefled, feems fufficiéntly to warrant the
Expe&tation that, notwithftanding the Mafs of Mat-~
ter which is ftill before them, they will be able (if
no Obftruétions take place, which they cannot fore-
fee, and which they perfonally hope will not" be the
Cafe), to bring the whole Bufinefs to a Conclufion
in the Courfe of about T'we Years from the prefent
'I'ime, the divilible Yund bearing Intereft m the
meanwhile; as by virtue of an Act, which has been
pafled in the prefent Seflion of Parliament, empower-
ing the Board to withdraw from the Bank, and lay
out in the Purchafe of Exchequer Bilis, as much of
the Fuad as they fhould think proper, they have fo

-withdrawn and lnid out 416,040/ 15s. 1d. which,
in confequence of recent Payments, leaves only a

{mall Balance in the Bank ; and they will endeavour
to difcharge that additional Trult to the beft Ad-
vantage.



