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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY o9, 1808.

Dcavning-Street, February 8, 1808,
'CA PTAIN BERKELEY, Firlt Aide-de-Camp
t6 General Bowyer, arrived Yefterday Morn-
ing at the Office of Vilcount Cattlereagh, one of
His Majelty’s Principal Secretaries of State, with
a Difpatch from the General, of which the follow-
ing is a Copy: '

My Lorbp, Santa Cruz, Dec. 27, 1808.
BEING in a State of Preparation and Readinels

to move a {ufficient Force againt the Danith |

Iflands in thele Seas, in confequence of your Lord.
thip’s Difpatch of the 5th of September, no Time
was loft (after the Arrival of His Majefty’s final
‘Commands, fignified to me by Lord Hawkefbury’s
Letter of November the 3d, in your Lordfhip’s Ab-
fence, by the Fawn Sloop of War, which arrived
early on Tuelday Morning the t5th Inftant at Bar-
“badoes’ in embarking the Troops at Barbadoes on
‘board the Men of War appointed to receive them
by Rear. Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrare, who im.
mediately difpatched others to the Iflands to Lee-
ward to take on hoard fuch as were under Orders in
each of them, with Dire@ions to praceed to the
.general Rendezvous, the whole of which, except
one hundred Rank and File of the goth Regiment
from St Vincent’s, joined the Admiral before or
foon after our Arrival off the 1fland of St. Themas
on the 2({t Iuftant. It was then thought proper
2o {end a Summons to Governor Voa Scholten, iy

charge of DBrigadier General Shipley and Capiain §

Tahie commanding His Majefty’s Ship Ethalion, to
furrender the lilands of St. Thomas, St. John, and
their Dependencies, to His Britannic Majelty, which
he éid wne next Day on Terms agreed upon be-
tween him and Major-General Maitland aud Cap-
rzin Pickmore, of His Majefty’s Ship Ramillies,
which were afterwards approved of and ratified by
Rear- Admiral the Honourable Sir Alexander Coch-
zane and myfelf; a Copy of which I have the He-

|

nour to enclofe, and hope ‘they will meet with His
Majefty’s Approbation,

On the 23d, in the Evening, after leaving a Gar-
rifon of Three Hundred Men of the 7o0th Regiment,
with an Officer and Detachment of the Royal Ar-
tillery, at St. Thomas’s, under the Command of
Brigadier-General Maclean, whom 1 have alfo di~
redted to affume the Civil Government-of the fame,
until his Majefty’s Pleafure is fignified thereon, we
proceeded to Santa Cruz, the Admiral haviag pre-
vioufly fent His Majefty’s Ship Ethalion, with Bri-
gadier-General Shipley and Captain Fahie, to fum-
mon that Ifland ; who returned the next Morning,
the 24th, with a Letter from the Governor, offering
to furrender it to His Majefty, provided we would
allow Three Danifh Officers to view on board the
Ships the Number of Troops brought againft it,
which we permiited, that his Excellency’s military
Honour might thereby not be refle€ted on. Thefe
Officers having made their Report to their Governor,
returned early the next Morning, the 25th, to the
Flag Ship with a Meffage, that the Governor was
willing to treat for the Surrender of the Iffand,
when Major-General Maitland and Captain Pick-
more were again fent on Shore to fettle the Terms
of Capitulatior, a Copy of which I alfo tranfmit
which being approved of by the Admiral and myfelf,
Troops were landed, and the Forts and Batteries
taken Pofleffion of in the Name of His Majelty the
King of the United Kingdoms of Great Britain and
Ireland, a royal Salute being fired on the DBritith Co-
lours being hoifted. -

I fhould be ungrateful ic the extreme did I not
ftate to your Lordfhip the great and many Obliga-
tions I conceive myfelf, the Officers, and Soldiersto
be under to Rear-Admiral the Honourable Sir Alex-
ander Cochrane, -the Captains and Officers of the
Royal Navy, who have univerfally afforded us every
comfortable Accommodation in their Power, and {
am furg much to their own inconvenience.




