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D E C L A R A T I O N . 

TH E Declaration issued at St. Petersburg.., by. 
His Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias, 

"has excited in His Majesty's Mind the strongest 
Sensations of Astonishment and Regret. 

His Majesty wa* not unaware of the Nature of 
those secret Engagements which had been imposed 
upon Ruflia in the Conferences of Tilsit. But His 
Majesty had entertained the Hope, that a Review of 
the Transactions of that unfortunate Negotiation, 
and a just Estimate of its Essects upon the Glory of 
the Russian Name, and upon the Interests of the 
Russian Empire, would have induced His Imperial 
Majesty to extricate Himself from the Embarrassment 
of those new Counsels and Connections whicii He 
had adopted in a Moment of Delpondcncy aud 
Alarm, and to return to a Policy more congenial to 

"the Principles which He has so invariably professed, 
and more conducive to the Honour of His Crown, 
and to the Prosperity of His Dominions. 

This Hope has dictated to His Majesty the utmost 
Forbearance and Moderation in all His diplomatick 
Intercourse with the Court of St. Petcisburgh since 
the Peace of Tilsit. 

His Majelly had much Cause for Suspicion, and 
just Ground of Complaint. But He abstained from 
the Language of Reproach. Hi* Majesty deemed 
it necessary to require specifick Explanation with 
respect to those Arrangement! with France, the Con
cealment of which stom His Majesty could not but 
confirm the Impression already received of their 
Charactei end Tendency, But His Majesty, aever-
tht-it- I the Demand of that Explanation to 
be made, not only without Asperity or the Itidica-

. tion of any hostile Disposition, but with thai consi
derate Regard tothe Feelings and Situation ofthe 
y.niprior of Russia, whicii resulted bum the Recol
lection of lormer Friendship, aud from Confidence 
interrupted but not destro 

The Declaration of the Emperor of Russia proves 
lhat the Object of His Majesty's Forbearance and 
Moderation baa not been attained. It proves, un
happily, that the Influence of that Power, which is 
equally and essentially the Enemy both of Great 
Britain and of Ruflia, has acquired a decided As
cendency in the Counsels of the Cabinet of Si 
tt uhurgh ; and has been able to excite a clueless 
Enmity betw.eenTwo Nations, whose long-cilaolillied 

Connection, and whose mutual Interests prescribed 
the most intimate Union and Co-operation. 

His Majesty deeply laments the Extension of the 
Calamities of War. But called upon as He is, to 
defend Himself against an Act of unprovoked Hos
tility, His Majesty is anxious to refute in the Face 
of the World the Pretexts by whicii that Act is at
tempted to be justified. 

The Declaration asserts that His Majesty the Em
peror of Russia has twice taken up Arms in a Cause 
in wliich the Interest of Great Britain wa* more 
direct than His own ; and founds upon this Asser
tion the Charge against Great Britain of having 
neglected to second and support the Military Opera
tions of Russia. 

His Majesty willingly does Justice to the Motive* 
which originally engaged Russia in the great Struggle 
against France. His Majesty avows with equal Rea
diness the Interest which Great Britain has uniformly 
taken in the Fates and Fortunes of the Powers of 
the Continent. But it would surely be difficult to 
prove that Great Britaiu, who was Herself in a 
State of Hostility with Prussia when the War broke 
out between Prussia and France, had an Interest and 
a Duty more direct in espousing the Prussian Quar
rel than the Emperor of Ruflia, the Ally o t H i s 
Prussian Majesty, the Protector of the North of 
Europe, and the Guarantee of the Gennanick Con
stitution. 

It is not in a publick Declaration that His Majesty 
can discuss the Policy of having at any partiaular 
Period of the War effected, or omitted to effect, 
Disembarkations of Tioops on the Coasts of Naples. 
But the Instance of the War with the Porte is still 
more singularly chosen to illustrate the Charge against 
Great Biitain of Indifference to the Interests of Her 
Ally : a War undertaken by Great Biitain at the 
Instigation of Russia, aud solely for the Purpose of 
maintaining Ruffian Interests against the Influence of 
Fiance. 

If, however, the Peace of Tilsit is indeed to be 
considered as the Consequence and the Punishment 
of the imputtd Inactivity os Great Britain, Hia 
Majesty cannot but regret that the Emperor of Ruflia 
should have resorted to so precipitate and fatal a 
Measure, at the Moment when He had received 
duliuct Assurances that Hia Majesty was making the 
tr.olt strenuous Exertions to fulfil the Wiflies aud 


