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By the KING.
A PROCLAMATION,

For recalling and probibiting Seamen from ferving Fo-
reign Princes and States.

GEORGE R.
“[ HEREAS it hath been reprefented unto Us,
that great Numbers of Mariners and Seafa-
ring Men, Our Natural-born Subjeéts, have been
enticed to enter into the Service o

Foreign States,
and are now atually ferving as well onﬁ;lotrd the
Ships of War belonging to the faid Foreign States,
as on board the Merchant Veflels belonging to their
Subjeéts, notwithftanding Our former Proclamation
recalling them, eontrary to the Duty and Allegi-
ance which Our faid Sub{'c&s owe unto Us, aued to
the great Differvice of their Native Country ; W=
have therefore thought it neceflary at the prefent
Moment, when Our Kingdom is menaced and en-
dangered, and when the ﬁdan’time Rights, on which
its Power and Greatnefs do mainly depend, are dif-
puted and called in queition, to publifh, by and with
the Advice of Our(i’rivy Council, this Our Royal
Proclamation :

We do hereby ftrictly charge and command all
Mafters of Ships, Pilots, Mariners, Shipwrights,.
and other Seafaring Men, being Our Natural-born
Subje@s, who may have been enticed into the Pay
or Slcrvice of any Foreign State, or do ferve in ang:
Foreign Ship or Vellel, that, fort.hwith, they an
every of them do (according to their bounden Duty
and ‘Allegiance, and in Confideration that their Na-
tive Country hath need of all their Services), with-
draw themfelves, and depart from, and quit fuch
Foreign Services, and do return home to their Na-
tive Country ; or do enter on board fuch of Our
Ships of War as they may chance to fall in with,
either on the high Seas, or in any Rivess, Waters,
Flavens, Roads, Ports, or Places whatfoever or
wherefoever.

And, for the better Execation of the Purpofes
of this Our Royal Proclamation, We do autnorize
and command all Captains, Malters, and others,
commanding Our Ships and Veflels of War, to ftop
a.d make flay of all and every [uch Perfon or Per-
fons {being our Naturakborn Subjeéts) as fhall en-
deavour to tranfport or enter themfelves into the
Service of any Foreign State, contrary to the Intent

~

and Command of this Our Royal Proclamation, and
to {eize upon, take, and bring away all {uch Perfons
as aforefaid, who fhall be found to be employed or
ferving in any Foreign Merchant Ship or Veflel as
aforefgid :—but We do ftii@ly enjoin all fuch Our
Captains, Mafters, and others, that they do permit
no Man to go on board {fuch Ships and Veflels be-
longing to States at Amity with Us, for the Pur-
pole of fo feizing upon, taking, and bringiag away
{fuch Perfons as aforefaid, for whofe difcreet and
orderly Demeanor the faid Captains cannot anfwer ;
and that they do take efpecial Care that no unnne-
ceflary Violence be done or offered to the Vefitl, or
to the Remainder of the Crew, from .out of which
fuch Perfons fhall be taken:

And in cafe of their receiving Information of
any fuch Perfon or Perfons being employed, or
ferving on board of any Ship oF War belong-
ing to fuch Fureign” State, being a State at
Amity with Us, We do authorize and com-
mand Our Captains, Mafters, and others, command-
ing Our Ships of War, to require of the Caprain
or Commander of fuch Foreign Ship of War, that
he do forthwith releafe and difcharge fuch Perfon or
Perfons, being our Natural-born Subje& or Sub-
je&ts ; and if fuch Releafe and™ Difcharge fhall be
refufed, then to tran{mit Information of fuch Re-
fufal to the Commander in Chicf of the Squadron
under whofe Orders fuch Captain or Commander
thall be then ferving ; which Information the faid
Commander in Chiet is hereby ftrictly dire@ed and
enjoined to tranfmit, with the leaft poffible Delay,
to Our Minitter refiding at the Seat of Government
of that State to which the faid Foreign Ship of
War fhall belong, or to Our Lord High Admiral,
or Lords Commiflioners of the Admiralty for the
Time being, in order that We, being apprized of
| fuch Proceeding, may forthwith direct the neceffary
Stéps to be taken for obtaining Redrels from the
Government to which fuch Foreign Ship of War
fhall belong, for the Injury done to Us by the un~
warranted Detention of Our Natural-born Subjeéts
in the Service of a Foreign State : B

And whereas it has further been reprefented unto
Us, that divers Mariners and Seafaring Men, Our
Natural-born Subjeéts, have been induced to accept
Letters of Naturalization, or Certificates of Citizen-

fhip, from Foreign Statesy and have been taught to



